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BOOKSELLER 


TO THE 


READER. 
Heſe following Ser- 


mons were brought 
to my bands by a 
Friend, and great 
admirer of the Reverend and 
Learned Do&or Outram ; 


A 3 they 


The Book-{eller 
they were taken from bis 


mouth many years ago, whey 


| 


be was miſter of Lum- | 


bard-ſtreet , and afterwards 
ſhewn to him and allowed, 


and in ſome places Correfted | 


by bim : ſo that it cannot be 


doubted , but that they are | 


perfettly agreeable to bis 
judgement, as to the ſenſe and 
matter of them; the words 
too are all bis own : had be 


deſogned them to be publiſh- 


ed, we may well think be 


would have beftowed more 
thoughts upon them than be 
did, being intended only for 
bis ordinary Diſcourſes to 4 


prevate 


to the Reader. 
rivate Pariſh; but as th 
bh it. bas ke bs fe 
veral Learned Men that 
have ſeen them in writing, 
that they could ſcarce have 
been mended by any but 
himſelf. I cannot hear that 
'" there is any perfeer Copy 
of theſe Sermons remaining 
than that which I bad the 
good fortune to meet with ; 
and therefore I deſire that I 
may apt. be blamed for ſend- 
ing them to the Preſs : for 
though I cannot deny , but 
that I propoſe ſome little ad- 
vantage to my ſelf, yet I 
bope "he DoFors Oo. 


will 


The Book-ſelter, &>-c. 
will loſe nothing by it , and | 
the Publick will be ſure to 
be the greateft painer. 


Joſeph Hindmarſh. 


bs 


SERMON TI. 


HeBR. 10. 38. 


Now the Juſt ſhall Eve by faith; but if 
any man draw back, my ſoul ſball 
have no pleaſure in him. 


Heſe words are by this Author 
taken out of the Verſion of the 
Septuagint, Hab. 2. 4. from 
which Verſion it doth appear, 

that they did not reid the Hebrew as 
we do; but inſtead of reading it as we 
do, his ſoul which is lifted up is not 
right iz him; they read it, Whoſo- 
ever draweth back, my ſoul ſhall 
have no pleaſure in him , which read- 
ing this Author alſo follows; Now 
the juit ſhall live by faith, &c. In 
which words you may obſerve two 
things : 

I. The excellency of Faith : It is a 
principle of Life z The juſt ſbel/ live 


by it. 
B 2. The 
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2. The evil of Infidelity, and that in 
two particulars : | 

r. It is a withdrawing from God,and 
this withdrawing is unto perdition. 

2. As 1t withdraws men from God, 
ſo it withdraws God from men ; If any 
man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no 
pleaſure in him. | 

[ begin with the firſt; 7he juſt haÞ# 
live by faith, by believing not by ſee- 
ing : Now belief is of ſeveral kinds. 

1. There is a belicf grounded upon 
probable reaſon, wpon likely and pro- 
miling Arguments, which yet are not 
certain nor evident, but may poſtibly 
be falſe though they ſeem rruez and 
this belief is called Opinion. 

2. There is a behiet I upon 
certain and evident reafons, wherein if 
a mans faculties themſelves be to be be- 
lieved he cannot be miſtaken, and $his 
1s called certain Knowledge. 

3. There is a belict grounded npon 
the Divme Revclation, or the Word of 
God ; and this is properly called faith. 

The firſt of thele kinds of belief, 
viz, Opmion or Conjetture hath no- 
thing to do in Divinity, nor is a ſuf- 
hicient principle of Religion, it is too 
uncertain 
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uncertain a Foundation to build the 
Temple of God upon. The Church is 
founded upon a Rock, and a Rock 13 
that which cannot be ſhaken, and therc- 
fore the Church is not to be built up- 
on ſo reeling, tottering a foundation as 
Opinion and Conjecture. It 1s true, 
Humane Affairs are Governed by Pru- 
dence, and Prudence oftentimes doth 
but aim and gueſs; but Divine things 
require certainty at the bottom, or elle 
they are not as they ought *o be. 

2. The ſecond fort of belief, which 
is certain Knowledge grounded upon 
clear, evident and cogent Arguments, 1s 
both uſeful and necctlary in Religion, 
for we muſt know ſomcthing by the 
Light of Pucaſon, before we can know 
any thing by Divine Revelation : For 
example, We mult firſt know that there 
is a God, before we can know that the 
Scripture 1s the Word of God. Now 
that there 15 a God 1s not proved. but _ 
ſuppoſed in Scripture , and the pzact 
hercot depends upon Realon, or the 
light of Nature, which doth ſufficient- 
ly prove the exiſtence ot God unto us, 
for the inviſible things of him from 
the Creation of the world are clearly 

B 2 ſeen, 
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ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead. The fumm is, A man 
muſt be a man before he can be a Chri- 
ſtian, he muſt have a Reaſon before he 
can have Faith; he muſt firſt by Rea- 
fon prove that there is a God, and then 
that the holy Scripture is Gods Word, 
before he can prove any thing by Scri- 
pture it felf; but then when he hath 
by certain Reaſon proved Scripture to 
be Gods Word, he muſt then prove the 
re(t of his Religion out of Scripture it 
felt, or ſomething that conveighs Di- 
vine Revelation to him. 

3. And here comes in the third kind 
of belicf which is Faith, and Faith is 
the belicf of the Word of God, of e- 
very thing revealed in that word, whe- 
ther matter of tact or precept, prohibr- 
tion, promile or threatming;z and as 
Reaſon makes a man, ſo Faith makes a 
Chriſtian : There he begins and there 
he ends : for as reaſon makes us capa- 
ble of Faith; ſo Faith ſupports and 
guides us afterwards, for the Faft ſhall 
live by faith : Under which firſt part 
I ſhall for methods fake thus proceed : 

1. [ ſhall ſhew how a Juſt Man = 
an 
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and ought to live by Fanth. 

2. I (hall ſhew the excellency of that 
Life, and the advantages he hath by fo 
living. For the firſt of theſe you mult 
underſtand, that Faith ( beſides many 
other acceptions not now to be named, 
becauſe not to our preſent purpole ) 
may be taken as a principle or ſupport 
of Life in two reſpects: 

1. Firſt, as a bclict of whatſoever 1s 
revealed by Gods Precepts, Prohibitt- 
ons, Promiſes, T hreatnings, exc. 

2. As a truſt and afhance in God ac- 
cording to that Revelation. And accord- 
ing to both theſe fences and meaſures 
of Faith ought and doth every Juſt 
maa live, and that in theſe four parti- 
culars : 

1. He exſpetts all his ſupports and 
ſupplics from God. 

2. He truſts all his concernments 
with him. 

3. He ſacrifices all his intereſts and 
enjoyments to him. 

4. In doing all theſe three things he 
patiently and quietly reſts and acqui- 
elces in him 3 and in theſe four things 
doth the lite of Faith conliſt, 

1, Firſt, he exſpects all his ſupply 
B 3 and 
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and ſupports from God, and that firſt 
for this Life 3 Secondly, for that which 
is to come allo. 

1. Firſt, for the ſupports and ſup- 
plies of this Life, the Juſt Man ex; 
them from God : He conſiders who 
cloathes the Lillies of the ticld, and that 
though they neither toile nor ſpin. He 
remembers who imps the r anafons 
wings, who feeds the young Ravens 
when they cry unto him, and therefore 
he doth not diſpute the cauſe with Di- 
vine Providence, ſaying, What ſhall I 
eat or what ſhall T drink, or where- 
with ſhall I be cloathed, but leaves 
him that gave life to give meat, and 
alſo him that made the body to pro- 
vide cloathing, only he imploys himſelf 
according to Gods will in a juſt calling, 
he doth the bulineſs God requires, but 
for the ſucceſs he 1s not troubled, for 
that he doth his part, which 1s to obey 
Gods will, and he leaves God to do 
the reſt, which 1s, to take care of him, 
and to provide for him in that obedi- 
ence. For it 15 too great a care for him 
to take care of himſelf, who did not 
from himſelf receiye his Life. 


The 
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The Government of the World is an 
unwieldy thing in the hands of a man, 
it is not for him to take thought for to 
morrow, who for ought he knows may 
dye to day 3 God hath not ſo far part- 
ed with the Government of the world 
out of his own hands, as to leave eve- 
ry mans particular affairs to himſelf ; 
that were to let us live from depen- 
dance upon him, and to ſuffer an e- 
ſtrangement to grow between God and 
his Creatures; but he reſcrves our meat 
and drink, our tood and rayment 1n his 
own hands, fo that we may live upon 
him for our daily bread, yea, aki 
live upon him in the greateſt improba- 


bilitics in the world ; F 45th is the ſub- yer, 11.4 


ftance of things not ſcen. And there- 
tore God exfpedts we ſhould five upon 
him further than we can ſee, though 
we {ce not bread we muſt not doubt of 
tood; though we have not flocks, we 
mult not deſpair of wool ; and though 
we have not herds, we mult not want a 
ſacrifice; God provides wine many 
times for him that hath no Vines, and 
pours out oyl upon his head, that ne- 
ver planted an Ohve-tree : There 15 no 
queſtion left where Gods promile is 

B 4 ingaged, 
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engaged, there is no obxtion againſt 
faith, and therefore (faith the prophet, 


«op 317» Although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, 


weither ſhall fruit be in the vine, the 
labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the 
field ſhall yield no meat, the Flocks 
ſhall be cut off from the fold, and 
there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; 
get will 7 rejoyce in the Lord, I will 
Joy in the God of my ſalvation. 

2. The Juſt Man lives in expeQati- 
on not only of the ſupply of this life 
from God, but more eſpecially of the 
reward of the life to come. He that 
lives by faith, muſt always have Hea- 
ven 1n his eye, he muſt continually a- 
bide in the expeQation of a better 
World, and by this conlideration he 
mult hve, by this End he muſt be go- 
verned, by this Promiſe he muſt be 1n- 


Auenced, inevery occaſion, in every af- 


fair, in every concernment, That there 
* a reward for the righteows. 

Herehe muſt begin, and here he muſt 
end every atfairz hence he mult derive 
his Principles, and hitherto he muſt de- 
rive his Ends. For whatſoever is un- 
dertaken, whatſoever is ated, whatſo- 
yer is ſpoken , nay whatſoever is 
thought, 
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thought, without an actual or habitual 
influence from the hope of eternal Life, 
that which is no wiſe governed and de- 
ſigned by anaim at Heaven, that which 
is not intended in ſubordination to, 
and compliance with, an intention 
for Immortality ; that hath not the 
faith of a Chriſtian in it. Here there- 
fore doth agood man (a man that lives 
by faith) always begin, and thus doth 
he frame and purpoſe all things, YVerily 
there is a reward for the Righteous ; 
therefore will I be juſt and righteous 
in my employment. The poor in ſpirit 
ſhall inherit Heaven, and therefore 1 
will labour to ſubdue my pride. 1 will 
forgive the injuries that are done unto 
me, becauſe he that forgives ſhall be 
forgiven. I will be merciful co them 
that are in miſery, becauſe the merci- 
ful ſhall obtain mercy. I will love my 
Enemies , becauſe they will make me 
like unto God, and fit for Heaven. 1 
will blefs them that curſe and hate me, 
becauſe they that bleſs ſhall at laſt moſt 
certainly be bleſsd. And thus you ſee 
the firlt Inſtance of the life of faith. 
The Juſt Man expects all his ſupports 
and comforts from God, both for —, 
fe, 
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life, and that which is to come , as alit- | 
tle Child that doth what his Father ' 


commands him, and for bis Meat and 
Drink and Cloaths, leaves them to the 
care of his Father, and never troubles 
hamſelf for thoſe things. Secondly, as 
he expects all ſupport irom God, ſo he 
truſts all his Concernments with him, 
his Body, his Soul, his Eltate, his Friends, 


his Relationsz whatloever they are, Fa-| | 


ther, Mother, Wite, or Children, Lite 
and Fortune , he truſts with God mn 
the belief of theſe two great Articles. 
Firſt , That Gods Providence rules 
the World. 
Secondly, That that Providence 
works all things for good to them that 


are good, 

Firſt, That thereis a Providencethat 
rules the World. God did not make 
the World by his Wiſdome, and then 
leave it to be governed by Chance ; he 
did not infinite Wiledom to 
build an houſe, and then fend Chance 
and Folly to dwell in it ; but the ſame 
Wiſdom and Power that. made the 
World, do (till dwell and abide in it ; 
according to that of Pythagorgs in Far 
ftin Martyr, * He rules the World that 
& he 
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& he hath made, and where he inhabits, 
« there dwells Wiſdom, and fure it is, 
« Wiſdom never (uttered Chance to go- 


«yern 1N its own preſence. Are wet ur. io. 
two Sparrows ſold for 2 ſarthing # 29353" 


and onc of them ſhall not ſall to the 
ground without your Father; but e- 
ven the very hairs of your head are 
numbred; fear ye not therefore , ye 
are of more valuc than many Sparrows. 
We might have taken Chrilts word for 
the watching of Divine Providence o- 
ver us, without his interpoling an ar- 
gument 3 and yet an argument is here 
uſcd ſufhcient to (trengrthen the weakeſt 
faith, and to eſtabliſh the moſt ſhaken 
ſpirit. Are mot two Sparrows ſold far 
« farthing £ By Sparrowsare meant all 
little Birds, fo little that even two of 
them are ſold for a farthing 3 in them is 
Divine Providence concerned , and 
therefore how much more concerned 
in man? So that Athenagoras well con- 
cludes, © That Divine Providence eyes 
< every thing, every thing that appears 
* and appears not, the ſmall as well as 
* the great. And that is the firlt Pro- 
polition that Faith believes in relation 
to our truſting all with God. 

The 
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The ſecond is, That a# things work | 
#ogether for good to them that love! 
God. That we might truſt God 1n all 
affairs, and having fo done, might re- 
joice in that truſt, that we might hope 
evenagainſt hope,and be content where 
there 1s nothing viſible that ſhould give 
contentunto us; therefore doth he tell 
us that all things work together for 
. that we might be content ſome- 

in the greate(t {treightsz content 
to ſee a Father want a Friend, to ce a/ 
Child want a Portion, that we might 
be patient when we fee our friends 
wronged, our enemies proſper, our e& 
ſtates decay, and our charges encreaſe, 
that we might be content to do well, 
_ cm to be poor without 
a t of growing rich, to be de- 
ſpiled = we deſerve honour, to be 
lected where we ſhould be advan- 
, to be fick and affiited without 
hopes of recovery of health and felici 
ty 1n the world ; therefore are we told, 
and therefore are we to believe, That 
all things fhall work together for good 
#0 thems that love God. 

Go then and truſt thy Wife and Chil 

dren, thy Friends and Relations, thy 
: Cars 
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Cares and Concernments with God, 
Leave thy fatherleſs Children, . 7 will Jcr.45.1, 


' preſerve them alive, and lt thy Wis 


dow: truſt in me, faith the Lord. This 
is the ſecond At, whereby the Juſt 
Man lives by faith ; he truſts all his 
Concernments with God. 

3. Thirdly, He alſo facrificeth all his 
intereſt to him; Children and Relati- 
ons, with honours, hfe, and liberty, 
are not dear when God requires and 
calls for them. And this 1s that royal 
faith that crowned Abraham and the 
ancient Patriarchs, who have placed 
the trophees of their faith and patience 
upon all their Relations, Intereſts, and 
Concernments in the world, ſacrificing 
all to God, when he called for ſuch a 
Sacrifice. Lo here the reaſon,ſaith Ar- 
mobive, why (crvants ſuffer them(clves 
rather to be tormented as their Maſters 
pleaſe, and wives contented to be di- 
vorced from their husbands, and chil- 
dren content to be difinherited by their 
Parents, rather than to violate Chriſti- 
an Faith, which facrificeth all Intereſts 
and Concernments unto God. It was 
a great trial wherewith God proved 
Abraham, Take now thy Son, thine Gen ::. 2. 
only 
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only Son Ilaac, and get thee into the 
Land of Moriah, and offer bin: there | 


for a burnt-Offering. He was his Son, 


his dearly beloved Son, the Son of & 4+ 
rah, the Sonof his hopes, the Son born 
unto him by promite, and the Son in 
and by whom God had promiſcd to des | 
hver all the Nations of the Earthz and 
this Son he is required to offer up in 
lacritice. How many objections might 
Abrabam have found agmnit obedience 
in this caſe? How ſhould God com- 
mand a father to kill a Son, 1s not this 
contrary to all that can be of God ? 
How ſhould God command Abraham 
to ſlay that Son, in whom he had pro- 
miſed Abraham ſhould be bleſt , yea 
and all the world beſides Abraham £2 
How ſhould Gods Commands contra- 
dit Gods Promiſes 2 Or why ſhould I 
obey a Command againſt a Promiſe of 
Grace, againſt all the bowels and pangs, 
yea and laws of Nature? Thus might 
Abraham have pretended the promle, 
quarrelled with the command,queſtion. 
ed the authority.and neglected the obli- 
gation in this caſe, But what doth A- 
braham do? Faith loves no diſputes, 
Faith hatcth doubtful reafonings. He 
doth 
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doth not queſtion the Command , he 
doth not wrangle with the Command, 
he doth not ſet the Promiſe to diſpute 
againſt the Precept : he makes no de- 
lay , but riſcth early un the morning, 
faddles his Afs, takes two young men 
and 7/aac with him, journeys to the 
place where his Son was to be offer- 
ed, not quarrelling with the precept du- 
ring all the journey, he provides wood, 
he makes an Altar, he binds his Son, 
lays the wood in order, and his Son 
upon the wood, and lifts up his hand to 
ſacrifice his Son, there is nothing want- 
ing but the laſt ſtroak, and that was 
half ſtrucken too, and had been whol- 
ly finiſb'd, but that the hand that was 
hfted up, was arreſted by the Angel 
before its tall. Lo here behold the pow- 


er of fanth, He ſtaggered not at the kom. 4. 
promiſe of God through wnbelief, but 25 2 
was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to ,, 


God, and being ſully perſwaded that 
what be had promiſed he was able to 
per form, accounting that God was a- 
ble to raiſe him wp even from the dead. 
Faith lays hold on God, and lets all 0- 
ther interclts go when God calls for 
them ; Thus Moles refuſed to be called 


the 
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the Son of Pharaohs Danghter, cholt 
afflictions and divorced pleaſures, tm- 
braced reproach, and reproached ho- 
rs : The pleaſures of the Court, 
the treaſures my pt, the luſtre tf a 
Royal Famil ihed nothing to that 
faith that Ar won and EX= 
pected a recompence of reward. | 
The Primitive Chriſtians did ſome- 
times triumph over the Heathens upon 
the account of their Chriſtian Faith : 
They tell how Faith even in the weak- 
eſt Ages and Sexes overcame the fury 
of the greateſt Tyrants. The curious 
Woman felt no pain in her torments of 
body when Faith inſpired and anima- 
ted her foul, and the tender Virgin 
ſet her fleſh and hands to contend with 
iron and ſteel, with racks and tor- 
ments, and what was more, their fleſh 
proved harder than the ſteel, the Cap- 
tive overcame by ſuffering , and con- 
quered the Conquerours themſelves. 
To part with Life, Liberty, Eſtate, 
Inheritance, and all for the Chriſtian 
Faith by faith, was become ſo ordinary 
in the Primitive Times, that it became 
a faſhion to be ambitious of Martyr- 
dom. Inſomuch that the Church was 
put 
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pyt upon this occaſion in- ſeveral coun- 
cils to repreſent this unpleaſant and un- 
natural ambition, and particularly in the 
Council of Carthage held in the year 
348 : And thus you ſee here Faith lives 
in theſe three Acts, 1. It expetts all 
from God ; 2. Truſts all with God ; 
3. Sacrificeth all unto him : To which 
we may add, 

4- That all this while patiently and 
quietly it reſts and acquieſces in him: 
aith grudges nothing unto God, and 
the propagation of Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Religion .in the world ; it doth 
not chide and murmur when God takes 
away a Husband, burics a Child, calls 
for a Friend, or requires an eſtate from 
us that he can upon us : It doth 
not impatiently grieve at the ſecular 
adverſities of the Good, nor envy the 
proſperity of the Evil : It doth not 
ſtrive and rebel againſt Gods will : lt 
doth not contend againſt Divine Pro- 
vidence; it 1s not weary and reſtleſs in 
its own condition, though in want, 
though in oblcurity , though in ſhame 
and diſhonout, but looks above all 
theſe things, repoleth upoa God, en- 
joys him and its ſelf too mn patience, ac- 

cording 
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cording to that of our Saviour, 1s your | 


19. patience poſſeſs ye your ſouls. 


1 John $. 
4 & 5.verl. 


Having thus far ſhewed what it is to 
live by Faith ; I am to ſhew you the 
excellency and advantage of this living, 
which will appear 1n three particulars : 

1. In that Faith overcomes worldly 
Luſts. 

2. In that it ſecures us from worldly 
Fears. 

3. In that it ſatisfies and contents us 
m all conditions. 

1. I begin with the firſt : Faith 0- 
vercomes worldly Luſts, according to 
that of St. John, Whoſoever is bore of 
God overcometh the world , and this 
is the vitory that overcometh the 
world even our Faith : Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that be- 
lieveth that Jef is the Son of God ? 
Obſerve in theſe words three or four 
things : . 

1. Firſt, He telleth you, who thoſe 
are that overcome the world, and 
thoſe are they that are born of God ; 
It is the ſpirit of the upper world that 
ſubdues and overcomes the lower ; it 
Is an influence from Heaven that ſub- 
Iimates and raiſeth us above the earth. 
2, As 
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2. As he tells us who they are that 
overcome the world, fo he allo points 
at the weapon whereby it is overcome, 
and that is Faith : This i the vidGory 
that overcometh the world, even your 
Faith : And 

3. That you may know what Faith 
this is, he tells you that it 1s the Faith 
of him that believeth and imbraceth al! 
the Goſpel Precepts, and prohibitions 
too, promiſes and threatnings both to- 
gether : And 

4. That you may underſtand that 
none can overcome the world but he 
that is born of God, nor he that 1s born 
of God but by faith, nor he by any 
other faith, but that in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
He challenges any man to give an in- 
ſtance of any that c're overcame the 
world otherwiſe than by that faith ; 
Who is be that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth Jeſus is the Sor 
of God & Its true, the Ancient Patri- 
archs have left the monuments of their 
Faith built upon the ruincs of all their 
worldly Intereſts, Eſtates, Honours, Li- 
berty and Life it ſelf : And it may not 
well be dented, but that ſome of the 
Philoſophers hvcd at far greater rates, 
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and were of a far more excellent ſpirit 
than many Chriſtians are; but this had 
ſome dawnings of that Truth which 
Chriſt afterwards brought to light; the 
ſame life and immortality that he placed 
in every mans eye, in the very middle 
of heaven, the ſame did they in ſome 
meaſure diſcover under the and 
fringes of the earth, as the light of the 
San appears. I will not go lo tar as Fu: 
ftin Martyr, who in his firſt Apologic 
faith, that Chriſt was partly known un- 
tO Socrates, and in his ſecond Apolo- 
gie athrms, that Chriſt is that wiſdom 
whereof all men participate, and that 
they that live according to Reaſon are 
Chriſtians, as Socrates and Heracl. 
among(t the Greeks, and Abraham, A- 
nanias, Accarias, and Miſael amongſt 
the Barbarians : But this Ile aftrm, 
that whatſoever was done well by the 
Heathen, it was ſo done by virtue of 
ſome part of that truth which Chriſt 
did fully reveal; they had ſome broken 
beams of truth through a cloud, but he 
uncovered the Sun it felt, they had 
ſtrong and vehement conjectures of ma- 
ny things which he made certain and 
mtallible, ſo that whatſoever was well 
done 
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done in any age of the world, it was 
done by the ſame Truth that Chriſt in 
the fulneſs of time did diſcover; thus he 
ſaid of the Patriarchs, Theſe all died in 
faith, not having received the pro- 
miſes, but having ſecn them afar off, 
and were perſwaded of them, and im- 
braced them, and confeſſed they were 
firangers and pilgrims upon earth, for 
they that ſay ſuch things declare plain- 
ly that they ſeek a Country - It (eems 
then they ſaw the ſame things afar off, 
that Chriſt brought near unto us ; they 
had a glimpſe of that Truth, which we 
behold with open face ; and having the 
lame Truth they had the ſame Faith, 
by virtue of which faith they over- 
came the World, and the Lults thereof. 
Now there are three ſorts of worldly 
Luſts that Faith overcomes : 

I. The Luſt of the Fleſh. 

2. The Luſt of the Eye. 

2. The pride of Life. 

1. Firſt, Faith overcomes the Luſts 
of the fleſh, For our Converſation is 
in Heaven, faith the Apoltle, from 
whence we Jook for a Saviour, the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. Faith enlightens 
the mind, purifics the heart, ennobles 
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the afteftions, alters the whole frame 
and diſpoſition of the ſoul, carries a 
man into another world, pollefles the 
mind with other thoughts, acquaints 
him with other things, furniſhes him 
with new defires, places him in another 
ſtate 3 ſo that he which before pamper- 
ed his body, fed his fleſhly Luſts, mind- 
ed earthly things, crept upon the 
ground, and lickt the duſt, is now raiſed 
above all his brutiſh Luſts, and appears 
ſtrange to all his Carnal defires, he hath 
God always before his eyes, Heaven 1s 
daily in his thoughts, eternity (inks in- 
to his mind, the joys of the Angels, the 
contents of the Saints, the meditation 
of a bleſſed immortality, warm his heart 
every morning, and keep him company 
every day. Faith gives us other im- 
ployment, finds out other buſineſs for 
us, than to feed the laſts of the fleſh, 


and wallow in foul and impure defires, 


. by Faith we know that Chriſt ſhall 


change our vile bodies that they may 
be faſhioned like unto bis glorions 


. body. By Faith we know that owr bo- 
* dies are the members of ChriSF. That 


1s, our bodies are parts of the man, and 


man a member of Chriſt, Every thing 
will 
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will ſuggeſt an _— to Faith, to 
mortifie fleſhly luſts. 1. If our bodies 
be vile, humility, if earthly bodies, why 
then ſhould we feed and gratihe their 
laſts, why ſhould the man (ſerve the 
brute, why ſhould the brute rule over 
the man in us ? 

2. Again, it our bodies, notwith- 
ſtanding they be earthly and vile, be 
notwithſtanding members of Chriſt ; 


How then ſhall I take the members of | Cor. 5. 


Chriſt, and make them the members of 
an harlot ? God forbid. Unto Faith 
every thing ſpeaks Reaſon that ſpeaks 
againſt the fleſh, Faith never wants an 
argument to ſtop the mouth of a gaping 
Luſt, it is a ſpring of a living Water 
to quench the heat of carnal dehires, to 
extinguiſh the flames of flc(hly luſts. 

3.- Faith overcomes the luſls of the 
eye, that is, it mortifies the covetous 
delire and delign of the world : The 
eye, faith Solomon, is not ſatisfied 
with ſeeing. But the eye that 1s not 
ſatisfied with ſceing gold, is ſoon fatis- 
hed with ſeeing Heaven. He that could 
never have earth enough while he had 
earth only in his eye, doth preſently 
acknowledge himſelf ſatisfied as ſoon as 
C 4 he 
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he hath gained a view of Heaven ; it is | 


Heaven only that can carry us above 
Earth, and Faith only that can give us 
a view of Heaven : Every man muſt 
have a portion, every man muſt have 
ſomething to live upon, no man lives 
wholly upon himſelt, becauſe no man 
is ſelt-fufficient. It was a vanity of the 
Stoicks, who ſpake greater things than 
they lived, to boaſt of a (clt-ſuftciency 
in their wiſe men, for nothing 1s felt 
{uthcient but that which 1s of it ſelf, 
and that is God only ; therefore as c- 
very creature naturally ſeeks a happi- 
neſs, fo it naturally ſeeks it without it 
ſelf. Alſo 

Every man hath a deſign, every man 
3s in the queſt of an end : Mcn hunt 
their prey in the wilderneſs of this 
world, and trace the ſtepsof great For- 
tunes, and in the Mines of Gold and 
Silver they catch at the wings of honor 
and preterment, as they fly aloft, and 
are gazed upon, but no ſooner doth 
Faith open the eye but this dream is at 
an end, no ſooner is the ſenſe of Hea- 
ven and the true fear of God awaken- 
ed in the ſoul, but the ſleep vaniſheth 
away, and all their pompous ſhadows 
; | here 
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here below flee away in the ſleep al- 


g— 
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ſo, The world paſſeth away and the luſts 1 ſoh. 2; 


thereof, but be that doth the will of 7: 


God abideth for ever. And what 
large and excellent Diſcourſes will faith 
frame upon this truth ! Behold, faith 
faith, the World with all its pomp and 
luſtre, with its glory and greatneſs, 13 
in daily decay and conſumption, and 
how ſhould I live upon that which muſt 
dye? how ſhould that eſtabliſh rhe 
ſoul, which hath it felf no eſtabliſh- 
ment ? how ſhould that be a toundatt- 
on for me, which hath no foundation 
for it ſelf? Caſt your eyes round a- 
bout you , upon the riches, wealth, 
and preferments of this world, and be- 
hold they are in a continual motion to 
corruption, they are 1n a daily flux, the 
waters do not haſten faſter to the Sea, 
than all theſe things melt towards ſmoak 
and vapour. Have Crowns and Scep- 
ters exempted any man from death, 
from the beginning of the 'world to 
this time? have riches ever made a man 
immortal ? hath health ever made a 
man wiſe? or have great preferments 
ever given a man great content? Be- 
hold, Splomon hath loug fince put off 
his 
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his Crown , and his Robes, and long 
ſince turned to duſt : the Czfars them- 
ſelves are dead, and the worm made no 
difference between them and the mean- 
eſt of their ſervants ; how little is there 
left in the world that was two hundred 
years ago? 'all that is paſt, and tome- 
thing {p up 1n 1ts ſtead, which yet 
ſhallf ſcents a ; away as that did. Thus 
Faith views all things in the wane;it ſees 
them all in motion and decay, that lets 
the world paſs as ﬆ will pals, it leaves 
that which leaves it, and turns its eye 
from beholding vanity : but how bright 
is the Glory of Heaven 1n the eye of 
Faith ! how precious are the things of 
ummortality in them that believe! and 
how raviſhing are the affections of cter- 
nal Life, in them that long after eternal 
things ! He thus believes, and thus acts 
he never wants the help of a fin to do 
him a favour, or the joy of a luſt to 
make him happy 3 it he wants proviſt 
on, Faith ſupplies him 3 it he wants cone 
tent, he fetches it from Heaven ; if he 
lacks health, he fecks it there; if he 
needs joy, he derives it thence ; he live 
above the world becauſe he needs it 
not, for we look not at the things which 
art 
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afe ſeen, but at the things which are 
wot ſeen; for the things that are ſeen 
are temporal, bat the things that ave 
not ſeen are eternal. 

Thirdly , Faith mortifies the pride 
of life alſo, and together with it the 
ambition, envy, the malice, the wrath, 
the bitterneſs, and all the enmity of the 
world. Faith ſces nothing in this world 
worthy of a great eſteem, and there- 
fore is not proud z nothing worthy of 
a ſtrong defire, and therefore is not 
ambitious 3 nothing that another hath 
which it would defire to bereave him 
of, and thereforeenvieth not, doth not 
value the lob of any thing fo much as 
to bear malice againſt him that made a 
man a loſer. The matters of this world 
are the fewel that kindles all thoſe 
helliſh pathons; Honours, Riches, Pre- 
ferments, Secular Learning and Skill, 
theſe are the food that feed the (parks 
of Pride, Envy, Malice, Scorn and Bu- 
terne(s:; here theſe paſſions grow, here 
their flames ate nouriſhed, here their 
fires do burn and ſmoke. But now 
theſe are not a Chriſtians great concern- 
ments, theſe ate not the care of Faith, 
theſe are not the charge of love, theſe 
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are not the things that are ſtudied, de. 


ſigned, contrived, contended for in the 
ſpiritual World, in that World where 
every Chriſtian hath his Converſation; 
For our converſation is in Heaven 
And in Heaven there is nothing & 
theſe. Alas! we never ſwell with pride, 
burn with malice, nor conſume wit 


envy , nor ſmoke with paſſion , nor 


foam with cruel hatred, trll we loſe the 
ſhield of Faith, till hope and love flag 


their wings, and let us fall into the 


cares and ſorrows, into the ſtorms 


tempeſts of this world : Here indeed 


every man is at work for himſelf, even” 


man is contriving his own ends, ever 
man is labofiring his own advancement, 
and that by all manners of ways,right 


—_— good or evil, truth or lies, {6 
it will work his end, it is a fit means; 
ſo it will dothe thing deſigned, 'tis no. 
matter what it doth beſides; ſo it wil 
_ me rich, it is no matter who#s 
made r by it; ſo it will make mean 
intereſt, *cx < Andchocs whom it wrongs: 
if it will build my houſe, inrich my f& 
mily, gain me intereſt in the world 
give me reputation with them that cat 


prefer me, let it deltroy my neighbos, 
let 
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ſet it injure my brother, let it inſnare 
my friend, let it damn my ſoul, all is 
well done that is done with ſucceſs for 
this world. This 1s the guiſe of this 
world, and when we fall into this con- 
fufion, this tempeſt, this heap of mil- 
chief, diſquiets, where every thing is 
thrown into diſorder and contuſion, 
where every thing is in battel againſt a- 
nother, no wonder if all the pathonsof 
Hell, pride, revenge, ec. do then break 
in upon us when we are fallen into the 
midſt of them ; but while Faith carries 
us into a better World, into the 


: thoughts of God, we come tolive the 


attections that become immortal Souls. 
Here we dwell like them that ſtand up- 
on the top of a hill, abovethe Regions 
of the Clouds, that ſee it thunder and 
lighten, ſnow and ſtorm here below, 
while they enjoy a ſerene Heaven and a 
ſhining Sun there above. 

And thus I am gone from the fir(t 
Effect of Faith, which is its mortitying 
worldly luſfts, unto the ſecond, which 1s 
Its quieting, compoſing our minds in 
all the fears and dangers of the world. 

Secondly, Faith (tills and quiers our 
minds, {ccures our ſouls, and eafeth our 


diſquiets 
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diſquiets while we paſs thorow the val- 
ley of tears here below 3 whatſoever 
we loſe in the world, Faith ſhews w 
that the lols is not conſiderable 3 what: 
ſoever we hope for in another, Faith 
allures us of that our Hope 3 it teacheth 
how to undervalue that which we cans 
not get, or that which we may lole, 
and it teacheth how to content ouw 
ſelves with that good which we can 
not fail at laſt to gain, if we be patient 
and perſevere to the end. And thu 
Faith is the greateſt ſecurity of ou 
lives, the great caſe of our hearts, the) 
only ſtrength and fupport of our fſouk 
that which thou is the highel 
thing that is, and near unto God, na 
to be ſhaken, not to be moved and di 
quieted, ſays Semece. 

Now that which the Stoicks aimet 
at (in this Call) that Faith performs; 
It hears not the report of danger, i 
teels not the (mart of poverty, it is no 
atirighted at the noiſe of wars, iti 
not ſhaken with the fear of death , 1 
hath nothing of its own here below, i 
hath laid up nothing in this Caſtle, or # 
that Garriſon, it hath left no part of: 
mans heart within the walls of a fa 
houſe 
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houſe, in the ſhadows of pleaſant walks, 
in the ſcent of a bed of flowers, it 
hath lockt up nothing of the foul in an 
iron coffin, nor ſealed it up in his bags, 
nor hurried it into a ſhip, nor thrown 
it into a bam ; it hath laid the man 
wholly in heaven, it hath placed him 
and his in the arms of God, it hath no- 
thing to loſe in this world, and there- 
fore 1t is not ſhaken by worldly fears. 
Thirdly, Faith fatisfies and contents 
the Soul with full and ample fatisfaQti- 
on. What is this O my Soul, faith Faith, 
that thou longeſt for, whither do the 
wings of thy defire carry thee away? 
what mean thy peeviſh heart, thy angry 
defires, thy vehement longings ? - 
hold Heaven is before thee, and if there 
be content enough, then be patient a 
while and thou ſhalt be ſatished. Lift 
up thine eyes towards the Stars, towards 
Glory, behind theſe are but a few days 
diſtance between thee and Heaven: be- 
hold all that God hath, and God him- 
ſelf roo is thine, lay up thy Contents 
with God, put all thy intereſt into his 
hands, think of no fatisfaftion below 
eternal happineſs, and let eternal hap- 
pineſs fully fatisfic thee : In the mean 
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time, let the wiſe man glory in his wiſ- 
dom, and the rich man pride himſelt 
in riches, let the Idolaters have praiſe, 
and the applauſe of this world, drink 
up the rotten breath of the multitude, 
and feed upon popular air, let ſenſual 
and unclean perſons (trive in their pro- 
phane riots, and dye while they are 
alive by living in their lultsz in the 
mean time /et patience have its per- 
fe& work, that thou maiſt be perfed 
and intire wanting nothing ; let God 
be thy hope at preſent, and he ſhall 
ſhortly be thy reward. 


Thus Faith anſwers the objections, | 


ſtills the commotions, cools the Ecats, 


ſatisfics the longings of the ſoul ; Faith | 
leads the Soul into its own portion, and 


in that portion gives it full content and | 


ſatisfaction : It opens all the treaſures | 


of God, it diſplayes all the riches of | 


Heaven, it exprelleth all the rewards of | 


Glory, and ſhews the Soul every thing 
that it wants in all the meaſures that it 
can poſſibly defire or enjoy. And now 
in the view of thele rewards Abrabam 
15 content to leave Countrey, Kindred, 
Friends and Relations too, becaule he 
had his eye upon a better Countrey. 
Moſet 
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Moſes 18 rich without the treaſures of 
Egypt, and well deſcended without re- 
lation to Pharaobs Daughter, and ho- 
nourable without relation to the Court, 
and happy in the aftlictions of the peo- 
of God, The very view of Heaven 
5 richer than all the riches of this world, 
Scepters, Crowns and Kingdoms are in 
one glance of glory ; youth, and health, 
and proſperity, and everlaſting life are 
in one beam of the light of faith ; and 
thus doth this faith ſatisfie the ſoul, 
Having ſhewed what it is to live by 
faith, and alſo the great advantages of 
ſo living, to the end I may make my 
diſcourle of this ſubject more compleat, 
I will add the hinderances or impedi- 
ments of that life, and here diſcourſe 
unto you the Reaſons why men (o lit- 
tle and fo ſeldom live by Faith, the ac- 
count whereof take in theſe particulars. 
1. We are carly accultomed to live 
the life of ſenſe, there and thence we 
begin to live; it is long before we ar- 
rive to any conſiderable uſe of our rea- 
fon, and longer ſtill before we attain 
to any meaſures of Faith : We do at 
firſt judge of all things by the ſeeing of 
the eye, and the hearing of the ear, 


and 
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and by the notices of our interiour ſer1- 
ſes, and we arc fallen ſo far down the 
hill before we are aware, that it it very 
hard ever to return back again. 

All theſe things that feed and flatter 
our ſenſes, they are of ready, ecalie pre- 
cepts; we need take no pains to fee 
what is pleaſant, nor to taſte that which 
is (weet, nor to hear that which 1s des 
lighttul : It coſts us no labour at all ro 
be inclined to pride, and eafe, and luſt ; 
it is not motter of difficulty to us to 
love that which gives us pleaſure, and 
to hate that which creates diſeaſcment 
tous z whence it comes to pals, that 
we fink deep into the lite of tenſe very 


early 1n our youth, before we are well | 


aware of our greateſt duties and con- 
cernments, and being ingaged by na- 
ture, and inſtituted by cuſtom at firſt 
to live by ſenſe, we tind it very difh- 
cult afterward to hve at any other rate. 


We find it very diſguſtfal to us to deny | 


our ſenſes any thing they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to enjoy : It is hard toſtarve 
an hungry luſt, it is difficult to muzzle 
a keen defire; we cannot eaſily for- 
gO the acquaintance of our maſter de- 
lights, nor frown upon the temptations 
that 
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that flatter us, and that have formerly 
miniltred pleaſure unto us : Hence it 15 
that Solowon adviſes, that « Child Prov.22.4. 
ſhould be trained up in the way be 


' ſhould go: And when he is old,be will 
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not depart from it : and, it is required Eccleſ. 12. 
to remember our Creator in the days of _ 
our youth ; which differs not from the 
Apoltles ſenle , where we are com- 
manded to flee youtbful luſts. Every 2 Tim. 2.” 
man is naturally a ſtranger to ſpiritual 
things, for the natural man receiveth 1 Cor. 2. 
not the things of the ſpirit of God. be 

But much more are they eltranged 
from theſe things, and with greateſt 
difhculties are they brought to any 
ſenle or feeling, any taſte and hiking of 
them, who have long lived the life of 
ſenſe. 

2. The next Reaſon why we live ſo 
little by Faith, is becauſe we live be- 
yond and belides the meaſures of Gods 
promiſes, and that in two reſpects : 

1. In reſpett of the things we dchire. 

2. In reſpect of the time we delire 
them in ; in both which regards we ex- 
ceed the meaſures of Gods promiſes, and 
conſequently ſct our hearts beſide the 
foundation of Faith, which cannot 
D 2 {tand 
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ftand but upon ſuch a promile. 

1. We exceed the meaſures of Gods 
promiles in the things we defire, not be- 
cauſe God doth not promite that which 


is ſufficient, but becauſe we defire more 


than enough. God hath not promiſed 
wealth and honours, riches and abun« 
dance to every man : All men were not 
born to be great and powerful; we 
cannot all deſcend from Kings and 
Princes, we cannot all dwell in Courts 


and Palaces, Noble blood ſprings by 


drops, and flows in rare and few chan- 
nels; If there were no Subjects there 


would be no Kings, nor could there be | 
Maſters unleſs there were Servants to | 


make them ſuch : The perfection of 


the world, the orderly adminiſtration | 


of humane affairs do require that there 
be a great diverſity Ame, "# men: there 
mult be rich and h and low, 
great and (mall, rulers xaga- labjedhs both 
rogether, and one as well as another, 
for perfect equality wilt bring pertett 
confuſion, that being a ſtate wherein 
no man was obliged to ſecure another, 
and theretore a ſtate without degrees 
and without order. Now herein is the 
exce(s and errour of mens defires, eve- 
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ry man would be great, every man 
would be rich, honourable and nobtx, 
every man would pollcſs the great 
eſtate, the nobleſt honours, and the 
higheſt preferments : Men love to be 
in the world like the Phariſces in Syna- 
gogues in the higheſt rooms; but this ts 
deſign which cannot be performed, 
_ it is not promiſed, and being 
there is in this caſe no promiſe from 
God, there can be no faith in man; fo 
that. in ſuch a caſe 'tis impoſſible a man 
ſhould live by faith. Now do thou 
judge impartially, who ever thou arr, 
whether this be not thy condition 2? Is 
It not thy deſign to get a great eſtate? 
herein thou canſt not live by faith, for 
it 1s 19t promiled unto thee 3; food and 
raymnt thou mailt expcct, and con- 
tent allo together with them, for thus 
far God hath promiſed to ſupply thee, 
if thou becſt not wanting to thy {clt, 
and therefore thus far thou nayelt live 
by faith : But now that thou (halt be as 
rich as thy neighbour, or as ſucceſsful 


as thy brother, or as well preterred as 


thy friend, or as well eſteemed as thine 
enemy, this 1s not necellary for thee, 
nor jt may be good for others, nor pro- 
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miſed by God, nor attainable by law- 
ful means, and therefore in ſuch a de- 
ſign for theſe things thou canlſt not 
move by fanth. Now alas my friends, 
are we not all much to blame in thek: 
things? Do we not ſtretch our delres 
in earthy things further than God hath 
invaded bb his promiſes? How few are 
there that can be content with that 


which is moderate, though that whrich | 


is ſuch be more ſuftictent than that 
which is too much 2 Behold the poor | 


man (the Porter) that carries thy bur- | 
then in the ſtreers, he is as ſatisfhed as | 


thou that owneſt the burthen 1t (lf, 
that is, he 1s really as rich, but yet ne- 
ther thou nor he are fully ſaristicd. He 
would poſlcls the place that thou doeſt, 
and thou the place of him that 15 above 


thee, and he the place of him that is a-} 


bove him, and were we but all one de- 
grec higher, oh then we ſhould do well 
enough, for we ſee content dwelling in 
the degree juſt above us, and yet be 
hold when we are advanced to that de- 


gree, content is fled from thence, and 


weare even yet but where we were be- 
fore. In the mean time, while every 
man runs beyond the goa], and ſtretches 
himſell 
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himſelf beyond ſufficiency, and orver- 
ſhoots the promiſes of God, and his 
own need, in the jnordinacy of his de- 
fires ; no wonder if he wavers where 
God hath not c{tablilh'd him ; it he 
Alnquate in his hopes where God hath 
not promiſed to gratifie his. defires ; 
no wonder if he be full of uncertain- 
tics , doubts, fears, diſquicts, without 
faith, without hope, withour affurance, 
without comtort, where he is gone (6 
far that he hath left God behind him, 
and defires a greater portion , than 
Gods infinite Bounty thinks and knows 
to be ſufficient for him. 

Secondly, As men exceed the promi- 
ſes of God in the mcaſure of the things 
that they defire, ſo hikewiſc in therime 
that we wiſh to gain our defires in; we 
are generally very forward and impati- 
ent, very greedy and importunate for 
our ends, we are not willing to ſtay 
Gods time for our portions and allot- 
ments inthis world. The Heir inquires 
into ht Fathers years, before he 1s fit 
to govern his Eſtate, he would have 
Land before he have diſcretion, and Ri- 
ches before he have bounty or wildom 
either. Rachel! mult have Children 
D 4 tort!t- 
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forthwith,or elſeſhe will forthwith give 
up the Ghoſt : She would grow bi 
with Child as ſpeedily as ſhe ſwell” 
with deſire of Children; and though 
not old as yet, not paſt bearing and 
fruitful years, yet is the fo impatient, 
ſo importunate in her demands of her 
Husband, that ſhe puts a patient man 
into a pathion, Am I in Gods ſtcad, who 
hath with-held from thee the fruit of 
the womb 

It is a great diſeaſe, and very epide- 
mical, to be inſtantly weary of thoſe 
burthens that God lays upon us. It we 
be a while tick, how unpaticntly do we 
long tor health { It we be wronged 
and injured, how vehemently do we 
deſire to be righted forthwith! It an 
Enemy hath wounded our honors ſtam- 
ed. and blemiſhed our reputation by a 
falſe report, O how paſhonately do we 
long to mect, to convince, to allaujt 
that man ! We know no rel[t, we are 
not at cale, we know not well how to 
eat or drink, or fleep, till we meet 
the enemy, till we have retricycd our 
Honour, till we have thrown off the 
dirt from our ſelves upon him, and 
made him drink his own potion , and 
lwallow 


| 


| 
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ſwallow up hsown vomit again. Thus 
it s with us in all our griets 3 they are 
unto our fleſh like fire, which we m- 
ſtantly ſnatch from the ſmell of the 
flame, not having patience to endure 
to be ſinged, much lebs to be ſcorch'd 
with a keen affliction. But now Faith 


doth not move ſo quick, He that belies 16i. 2h, 
1 3s 


veth maketh not haſhe. As God knows 
better how , fo alſo better when, to 
grant our deſires, than we do. Haſt 
thou a crazy Body 2 Wait Gods time for 
health, for health will certainly come, 
but it may be not on this (ide death: 
Haſt thou a deſperate. Child , broken 


| Fortunes, a ruin'd Eſtate, a decay'd 


: reſtored Riches after Poverty, and cau- 


houſe? Truſt in God for the recovery 
of all things, but wait Gods time, for 
Faith is always patient, and impatience 
always the creature of unbelict. Many 
a time hath the Sun broke into an ex- 
cellent luſtre, after acloudy Gloom, or 
a violent Storm : Many a time hath God 


{cd a flouriſhing Eſtate to grow out of 
the alhes of a conſumed Fortune : Ma- 
ny a time hath he ſent home a Pradi 


| Son reformed, and ſnatched the 
brand out of the fire, and drawn the 
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Lambourt of the Wolt's mouth, giving 
joy for heavinels , beauty for aſhe, 
and 2a garment of praiſe for a ſpirit of 
mouming : But then Gods own time | 
mult be waited for, we muſt not num- 
ber minutes , we mult not determine 
moments, we muſt not preſcribe times 
and ſeaſons unto God 5 we that cannot 
make the Sun ariſe, muſt not ſet God x 
day.; for if we bean haſte we do not at 
in Faith, our haſte will make our end | 
{low. and our forwardneſs will inflame | 
our impatience,will rent our deſires, wil 
cool the hand of God, which would o- 
therwiſe work our defres. In the mean | 
time conhder this. When we have been 
fick, and poor, and injured, anddepref{| 
ed, and aftticted long enough, then God 
will deliver,and notbefore; and becauk:' 
we expe& deliverance before, there-; 
fore we do not live by Farth. | 
Thirdly, Many men livenot by Faith,| 
becauſe they never apprehend them-| 
{elves to have any need of fo hving:! 
Faith looks at its portion afar off, view: 
Canaan from Piſgah, and-Heaven from! 
Canaan, it is the ſubſiſtence of thing! 
mot ſeen, whereas they have all they 
{tand in need of under their hands; 


they! 
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they have their portion in poſſetiion, 
youth, health, itrengrh, riches, honors, 
preferments, all things they defire, or 
know to be defirable, behold they have 
them 1n view, nay they have them in 
poſlefſionz and fo they donot ftand in 
need of Faith to make them happy, or 
content in the view of Heaven, mn the 
expectation of that God which is future, 
becauſe they ſee and enjoy all the good 
things that they defire here at preſent. 
Thus doth the rich man rejoice m his 
preſent Fortune, and the charms of 


his own heart $ Soul thou haſt much Luke 12. 


Goods laid up for many years, take 
thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merey. 
Behold, he had a great ſtock and futh- 
ciency of preſent Comforts; He fed 
his eye with plenty 'of Corn, and gra- 
ſped his treafures jn his hand, he had 
his treaſures laid up in his Barnes, and 
had lockt up his Content in his own 
poſſeſſion, and what need of hving by 
Faith where there was frunion ? What 
need of hope, wherethere was enjoy- 
ment 2 What need of borrowing coh- 
tents from the expectation of what 
was future, when he had abundance of 
Contents at preſent ? It is _— that 
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drives us unto God); It is weakneſs that 
makes us lay hold on ſtrength, and 
ſenſe of poverty that gives us the de- 
fire of being rich, according to that of | 
Bol. 5. 15- the Prophet, In their affiiions they 
will ſeek me early. It's (eldome that 
men ſeek the Lord, unleſs they need 
fome Good, or fear fome Evil; "Tis 
hunger makes us cry for bread, and na- 
kedneſs makes us provide cloathing, or | 
danger forces us unto God : Therefore | 
Iai. 5. 11, faith the Prophet, Wo unto them that | 
12- riſe up early in the morning, that they | 
may follow ſtrong drink, that continue ' 
wntil night while wine inflame them. 
And the harp, and the vial, the tabret | * 
and the pipe, and wine are in their | © 
feaſts, but they regard not the work of 
the Lord, neither conſider the operati- | * 
ons of his hands. When there was ſuch | * 
plenty of Wine and Muſick, and {trong £4 
Drink , where flouniſhing proſperity 3 
was watered with Rivers of pleaſure, | 
then they were ſo far from regarding | * 
the words of Gods mouth, that is, Lt- | 
ving by promiſe, that is, by Faith, that | 
they regarded not the work of hishands, | | 
1Tm. 5. Charge them that are rich in this 
'” World, that they be not high-minded, 
nor 
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nor truſt in uncertain richer, bat in 
the living God,who giveth ws all things 
richly to enjoy. It is an hard thing it 
ſhould ſeem, to have Riches , and not 
to have them as a God ; to have wealth, 
and not totruſt in itz and therefore it 
often comesto paſs, that they that have 
riches, and power, and content, and 
ſatisfaction enough, or think there may 
be enough of theſe without God, they 
never look further than theſe things, 
for we never ſeek unto God till necet- 
fity leads us unto him. 

Fourthly, The lite of Faith puts up- 
on continual exerciſe of mind , and 
ſets all our powers upon the (tretch, 
and often carries much of conte(t and 
anxiety in it 3 and therefore being we 
are ſo much inclined to (loth and eaſe, 
and carnal ſecurity, we are loth to hve 
in ſo continual a labour, and to give 
our ſelves the trouble of a continual 
watch or battle againſt the world. The 
Apoſtle in the ft1xth to the Epheſtans 
ſtyles Faith a ſhield, and to this ſhield 
addes many other parts of Chriſtian Ar- 
mour, which ſuppoleth that the lite of 
Faith is a warfare, is a Military Con- 
dition, and therefore a (tate of my 
all 
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and righteous Diſcipline, We wreſtle 


not againſt fleſb ard blood, but againſt | 


Principalities awd Powers, and there- 


fore take unto you the whole Armonr | 
of God, &c. Stand, having your loins | 


girt about withiruth, above all things 
teking the ſhield of faith , whereby 
Je ſball be able to quench al the fiery 


darts of the wicked, &c. Fult, Obſerve | 


here we are engaged againſt mighty e- 
nemies, Principaiities and Powers 3 and 
they alſo againſt us ; and, Secondly, 
That we have uſe of many weapons ax 
gainſt ſo mighty cnemies: but, T hirdly, 
That we have greater need of Faith 
than any other, for fo ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, Above all things taking the ſhield 
of faith. $t. Peter allo, deſcribing to 
us the life of a Chriſtian, cxhorts us to 
give all diligence, to addeto owr faith 


Where you may oblerve 3 Firlt, The 
abundance of work that a Chriſtuan 
bath to do, what a great number of 
Graces to (tudy and obtain. Secondly, | 
Obſerve Faith ſtands in the front of all 


this number, it is the firſt name in the 

Catalogue ; And then, Thirdly , Obs | 

ſerve that the very next thing to Faith * 
in 
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is Vertue, or Chriſtian Courageor For. 


| titude and Spirit: To intimate to us 


that theſe are great combats and dith- 
culties, great trials and exerciſes in the 


' life of Faith. Do but caſt your eyes 


upon the labours and ies, upon the 
pangs and throes ; ers oftend 
the life of Faith, and then you muſt 


needs underſtand how unſuitable and 


diſguſtful it mult needs be to a lazy, 
flothful humour. Bcaold the Pſalmiſt 
in a ſtrong exerciſe of faith, and ſee 
what a multitude of various patiions 


and workings attend that exerciſe, As Plal 42. 1. 


the Hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, 
0 God. My ſoul thirſteth for the 
Lord, the living God; when ſball 1 
come and appear before God ?£ My 
tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they "continually ſay unto me, 
Where is thy God ? Why art thou caſt 
down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 
diſquieted within me ? hope thou in 


| God, for T1 ſhall yet praiſe him for the 


belp of bis countenance. And yet a- 
gain, I will ſay anto God, my Rock, 


y | Why haſt thou forgotten me? Why go 
h ' I mourning, becauſe of the oppreſſion 
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of the enemy? And yet after all this 

m, Why art thou caſt down, O my 
oul, and why art thou diſquieted 
within me f hope thou in God,for I ſhall 

get praiſe him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God. Behold 
here what a multitude of (trong pangy, 
vehement (trivings , various paſſion, | 
mighty fluctuations and commotions 
there have been in the excerciſe of this 
good mans faith. 

1. Strong and vehement deſire, long- 
ings and pantings after God, verſe the 
firſt and this is the firſt breath and haſte 
of faith. 

2. After this a ſtorm of tears, like 
as rain deſcends ſometimes in a tem- 
peſt : this verſe the third. 

2. After this motion towards God, 
behold a return unto himſelh, a diſpute 
with his own heart, a doubt within hy 
own breaſt, a quarrel in his own foul: 
verſe the fifth. 

4- And yet fourthly, behold the dif 
pute 1s no ſooner begun, but faith put 
an end to itz feardoth no ſooner ſpeak, 

but hope (tops its mouth, hy art thou 
caſt down, 0 my ſoul £ hope thow in 
God : 1n the ſame verſe. | 
5. And, 


01 Heb. 106. ;8. 
5. And yet fifthly, fear is no ſooner 


49 


filenced but it ſpeaks again 3 I wilÞ ſay Verl 5 


unto God, why haſt thou forgotten me 2? 

6. And yer again, fears cannot ſo of- 
ten return, but faith turns them back a- 
gain, for ſo doth the Pſalmiſt return 
to God and himſelf, Why art thos caſt 
down O my ſoul, &c. 

Lo here the battles of faith, lo here 
the ſtrifes and agonies, the conflicts and 
difficulties it is exerciſed withall ! The 
exerciſe of faith ſometimes makes ns 
weary in the day and watch in the 
night ; it fortietimes makes our ſleep 
ſhort, and the nights Tong, our dreams 
troubleſome, and our wakings painful, 
it makes a pale face and a thin viſage, a 
thoughtful heart, (not of it ſelf, but by 
reaſon of the conflicts agamſt our luſts 
that it puts ns upon) ttor do thoſe con- 
flidts laſt long, but preface unto tri- 
umphs and victories, yea unto joyes and 
pleaſures, In the meari time faith canſes 
deep thonghts, ſtrong affef&ions, vehe- 
ment longings, it - fa every eye, 1t 
ſtrengthens every nerve, it exerciſes c- 
very power, it tryes every grace, It a- 
Quates all the vigours of the ſoul, and 
becauſe this is a life of tabour and ſtrife. 
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of pains and difficulties, though but for 
a time, therefore we are loth to live 
the life of faith. 

5. We are diverted from the exer- 
ciſe and life of faith by the guiſe and 
humour of the world, which 1 the rea- | 
fon why the Apoſtle exhorts us thug, 
Be not conformed to this world, but 
be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Now there are three thi 
wherein we are deceived by the gui 
of the world. 

1. We ſce men labouring for other 
ends than the ends of Faith. 

2. We (ce them ſucceed fometime 
in thoſe labours. | 

3 We ſee them valued for that ſuc-| 
ce | 

Firſt, It is in the guiſe of the world 
a (trange rhivg to feek tor any thing 
but worldly things 3 Solowons delign, 
though not m his blood, runs 1n moſt 
mens veins £#, made, fays he, great 
works, I builded me houſes, Tplanted 
me Vineyards, I made me Gardens and| 
Orchards, I planted trees in them off 
all kinds, 1 made me pools of water, 
F got me ſervants and maidens, great 
poſſeſſnons of great and ſmall cattel;1 - 
gathered 
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gathered me ſilver and gold, and the 


peculiar treaſures of Kings; IT got me 


men = ſingers and women- ſingers, and 
the delights of the ſons of men, as mu- 
fical inſtruments, and that of all ſorts, 
and what ſoever mine eyes deſired 1 
kept not from them; I withheld not 
my heart from any joy. Thus did Solo- 
mon, thus does every mans neighbour 
almoſt in ſeveral meaſures and degrees. 
He ſeeks an eſtate, he courts a fortune, 
he ſRudies riches, he catches at honours, 
he labours at the preferments of this 
world ; and this 1s one of the firſt 
things we obſerve 1n it. 
2. We ſee one or other of our neigh- 
bours by theſe means growing rich, and 
acquiritig wealth, he builds houſes, he 
buyes land, he raiſes his family, he lives 
high, and maintains all in a ſplendid 
mp. 
3. We (ce him by ſecular cares and 
labours growing rich, and valued, e- 
{teemed, courted and ſued unto becauſe 
of thoſe riches, and this preſently in- 
flames our ſpirits, this ſets all on fire tobe 
asrich, asnoble, as great, as much eſteem- 

as he 1s. And hence now we begin 


- to lay our plots and deſigns, and contrive 
E 2 the 
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the mcans of growing great, and rich, | 


and popular z and thele deiigns thus 
laid, they imploy our heads, our hearts, 
our hands in the getting of riches and 
honours, they lay God alide, they re- 
move heaven out of our thoughts, they 
banith trath out of our mouths, they 
throw juſtice out of our tcet, they cut 
oft the finews of faith, they extinguiſh 
every {park of love, they fill our hearts 
with covetoulneſs, and our tongues 
with guile, and teach our hps to ſpeak 
lealingz they kindle a thirſt in us after 
other mens goods, they anoint our 
hands with the ſweat of the poor; they 


pave our way with frauds and deceits;z | 


in the mean time notwithltanding all 
this, the world will admire a fool it he 
be rich, howevcr he will bleſs and ad- 
mire himſelf ; whereas the lite of faith 
15 on the contrary, the life of faith is a 
thing unſcen, unknown, obſcure, and 
nothing popular, for owr Life is hid 


with Chriſt in God ; Faith doth not. 


ſhine and glitter in the world, it doth 
not walk 1n f1]ks, nor rattle in coaches, 
nor preſent it ſelf to be admired and 
gazed on in the ſtreets; Faith doth not 
preter and advance, ennoble and elc- 
vate 
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vate a man in this world ; no, nor doth 
it ſpeak vehemently in the pulpit, nor 
is it loud, and clamorous in prayer, it 
is not cryed up for zeal and godlineſs, 
for gifts and utterance ; but it is a f- 
lent, humble, hidden thing that dwells 
At home, that prays in the cloſet, that 
fighs within its own brea(t, that lives 
hard and low, mean and obſcure, teach- 

eth a man how to cat puile, and to 
drink water, and to give God thanks : 
And hence it comes to pals, that it 1s 
mean and 1gnoble, little and deſpiſed in 


| the eye of the world. Thus you have 


IIS oe en ne" 


{cen how it comes to pals that we are 
e{tranged from the lite of Faith. 

Firlt, we are ingaged by ſenſe carly 
and betimes in the morning of our lives. 

2. We live beyond and beſides the 
meaſure and degrees of Gods promiſes. 

3. We are not often ſenhible of the 
need of Faith, which eyes the future, 
becauſe we rejoyce in the {uthciency of 
the preſent. 

4. Faith ingages us in contlicts, and 
difficulties, in ſtrife and barcle againſt 
our {elves : And 

5. We are impoſed upon by the guiſe 
of the world, where we ſce men la- 
E423 bnMiurmng 


SERMON I. 


bouring with all their might for ſecular 
things, ſucceſsful oftentimes 3n that la- 
bour, and valued for that ſuccels. God | 
grant that worldly Glory may not d | 
zle our eycs, that worldly caſe may not ' 
charm our hearts to a forgetfulnels of 
God, of Heaven, and of our ſclves, that | 
we may not value the things that art | 
ſeen, for the things that are ſeen 7 
temporal, but the things that are not 
ſeen are eternal. 

Thus [ have diſpatched what I had 
to ſay of the excellency of Faith, and 
the impediments of living by it, I an 
now to diſcourſe of the evil of Infide 
lity z and that, 

1. As it withdraws us from God ; I 
any man draw back. 

2. As it withdraws God from us ; my 
ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Noy 
by infidelity, I mean our not believi 
any thing that is delivered by God, an 


more particularly an unbelief of thok | 
promiles, or thoſe parts of Divine Re: 
velations, which are the great pillars df! 
our Faith and Hope, ſuch as tell us in 
general, that there is a providence that 
concerns it ſelf in us, and in all our at 
fairs in this world, 
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2. That this Providence over-ruleth 
all things for the good of them that 
love God : And then, 

3. In particular, that the precepts 
and prohibitions of the Goſpel are un- 
doubtedly the Laws of God : And, 

4. That obedience unto thoſe Laws 
endears a man unto God here, and ſhall 
be rewarded by him hereafter, and on 
the contrary, r diſobedience to them 
ſhall be eternally puniſhed. 

For the bclict of theſe and ſuch like 
things, is truly that Faith by which 
the Juſt Man lives, and conſequently, 
the disbelief or unbelict of them, that 
whereby he is withdrawn from God : 
It is far from being akin to truth, to 
think that to believe 1 am cle, or that 
I am ſan&ified, or that I am a Son of 
God is that faith, whereby the Jut 
do live, and indeed ſo far, that the be- 
lief of theſe things is not properly any 
part of faith at all, being that theſe 
things are no where Aras, Ir reveal 
ed, and therefore be not mittaken in 
your account of Faith : But that noble 
principle of lite, _ the Jult hve, 
It is the bchef of remillion of fans by 


Jeſus Chriſt, and of the reward of cver- 
t 


4 laſting 
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laſting joys hereafter 3 together with 
the acknowledgement of Gods watch- 
ful eye over his flock and people here; 
and as the belief of theſe things does u- 
nite us unto God, fo 'tis the want of 
this Faith that doth eſtrange us from 
him, as will appear from thele tollow- 
ing particulars : 


1.. Infidelity as now explained take | 


away the hope of eternal —_—_ it 
confutes the expectations of everlalt- 
ing rewards, and by fo doing with- 
draws us unto the uttermoſt diſtance 
and eſtrangement from God. There is 
no man upon earth but what he at; 
willingly he a&s in hope ; belief is the 
principle of every voluntary aCtion in 
the world. He that plows intends to 
ſow, and he that ſows intends to reap, 
and he that reaps to gather in, and he 
that gathers in, to cat and drink of the 
fruit of his labours : So that upon ac- 
count to doubt whether it be lawful 
to obey Gods Commands, with an eye 
ro, and from a dcfire of the rewards 
which God hath promiſed, is to doubt 
whether it be lawful to obey at all, 
ſince obedience is not poſhible uv 


any other terms : And this is largely 


proved 
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proved by Arnobiws againit the Hea- 
then, who denied the believing of the 
Chriſtians, that there was nothing ever 
done by any of themſelves, but by the 
operation of ſome belicft. Now there- 
fore that Infidelity which ſtifles the be- 
licf of everlaſting Life, that ſtrangles all 
endeavours after that Life , for who 
will endeavour for that which 1s not ? 
Who will deny himſelf for heaven, un- 
leſs he be aſſured that a heaven there is 
to ſupport his ſoul* in that ſelt-denial ? 
Alas, no man 1s content to be milerable 
for nought, no man 1s miſerable, bur 
out of a deſire of happineſs, no man 
denies himſelf but for his own advan- 
tage, no man is willing to ſuffer lols in 
this world, but in hope for advantage 
in a better ; 'tis more than cither God 
commands, or than the rareſt Saint ever 
practiſed, to embrace a dear affliction, 
to undergo a calamity for nought : The 
very Apoltles of Chriſt and Chriſt him- 
{elf lookt through the miſerics of this 
life, upon the felicities of that which is 
to come, they eyed the recompence of 
reward, ſaw the joy that was ſet before 
them, and this gave them ſpirit and 
courage to bear up againſt all the bat- 
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teries of temptation : Thus ſpeaks the 
Apoſtle himſelf ; For which cauſe we 
faint not, but though our outward 
man periſh, yet the inward man is re- 
wewed day by day : for our light affli- 
Fion, which is but for a moment,work- 
eth for ws a far more exceeding weight 
of Glory ; while we look mot at the 
things which are ſeen , but at the 
things which are not ſeex, &c. There 
are none of the calamiries of this world 
that come to a good man at a dear rate, 
all the afflitions of this life are cheap 
and ecafie when we conſider the recom- 
pence of reward : Fire 1s not hot, po- 
verty is not poor, the ſword is not 
ſharp, afflitions are not affliting, mi- 
ſeries are not miſerable, when we con- 
fider that a Paradiſe of everlaſting pleca- 
ſure ſprings out of the aſhes of our mi- 
ſeries and decays3 and therefore this 
makes a good man love God, and cleave 
unto him in the midſt of all thoſe dit- 
ficulties he gives him to encounter, for 
he ſees the Sun ſhine through the clouds, 
he beholds heaven even by the light of 
a flame, and the ſame evils that preſs 
outwards, iſſue in ſprings of joy alſo: 
But now what ſhall draw that man to 

God, 
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God, whom everlaſting rewards do not 
draw to his duty? What ſhall engage 
that man to labour, who doth not ex- 
pet any reward ? ( Behold) the plea- 
ſures of this world, caſe, riot and wan- 
tonneſs come and court an Infidel, and 
why ſhould this Infidel retule thee 
pleaſures, while he expefts nothing ber- 
ter than they are for this refuſal ? They 
{mile in his face, they fawn upon his 
eye, they drop into his lips, they en- 
chant his car, they whilper all contents 
unto him, and what hath me 
tervail the Joſs of thele delighty, while 
he believes no other beſides theſe only ? 
Come on profane ( lay the her In- 
fidels) let us ſpeedily uſe the Oreature 
as in youth, let ws fill our ſelbes with 
coſtly wine, and ointment, 4nd let no 
flower of the ſpring paſs by wes P 
crown onr ſelves with roſe-buds before 

they be withered, let none of us go 
without his part of jolity, let ws leave 

tokens of our joyfulneſs in every place, 

or this is our portion and our lot, 

Wiſd. 2.6, 7,8, 9. Again, ſuppole at- Wild.2. 6, 
flictions fall upon an unbelieving man, 7» 5 
ſuppoſe he be called to ſuffer tor God, 

or to ſpeak for the truth of the Goſpel, 


and 
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and that by the cracking of his bones 
upon a rack, or by the hifling of his 
fleſh in the fire, what ſhall this man do? 
ſhall he ſuffer or ſhall he fin? ſhall he 
burn incenſe to an Idol, or ſhall he fa- 
crifice himſelf to God ? ſhall he live and 
the Goſpel die, or (hall he die and the 
Goſpel flouriſh? Alas, theſe queſtions 
are no queſtions in this caſe, for to what 
end ſhould he yield to ſuffer for an 

thing, that cannot believe that any ff: 
ferings are rewarded ? 'Tis true, Moſes 
refuſed to be called the Son of Pha- 
raobs Daughter , but 'twas becauſe he 
choſe to be the Son of God ; he con- 
temned the pleaſures of fin which are 
but for a Galen, but 'twas to enjoy the 
reward of righteouſneſs for ever; he 
turned his back upon the riches of #- 
£yp8, but it was out of love to the trea- 
ures of heaven : No Martyr dies for 
Truth, but borrows courage for the life 
of Faith : No Confeſlor juſtifies the 
Goſpel, but Faith looſens his tongue 3 
no Saint divorces earthly things, but 
with an heart panting after things hea- 
venly ; no good man denies himſelf, 
but 'tis to enjoy a better than himſclf, 
It is to enjoy God : Whereas Infidelity 
Icts 
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lets looſe all the fins and temptations in 
the world upon us, (and by ſo an 
withdraws us from Cod) Infidelity wi 
curſe God , blaſpheme truth , deride 
the Goſpel, flatter mens luſts, court the 
corruption of a Tyrant , opprels the 
poor, and ſtamp upon Juſtice : It's In- 
fidelity will do any thing here, becauſe 
it expects nothing hereafter. 

2, The fame unbelicf which ener- 
vates the hopes of rewards of duty, 
doth alſo drive us into deſpair of aſh 
ſtance to do it : Satan takes us off not 
only from truſting in God for the re- 
wards of his bounty, but alſo from re- 
lying on him for the afhſtance of his 
Spirit 3 and by this means cuts us off 
from the influences of Divine Grace, 
and ſets us into great alienation from 
God. 

For as the Sun 1s united to the Earth 
by his Beams and Influences, ſo is God 
united to us by the operations of his 
Gracesz and where we do not receive 
the influences of thoſe operations, where 
we do not feel the inward powers of 
Gods ſpirit inclining our hearts God- 
ward, - we {0on grow into eſtrange- 
| ment from God. Now it is Faith that 
draws 
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draws down the influences of Gods ſpt- 
rit upon us; Faith carries up the foul 
in a holy confidence into the gracious 
reſence of God , and there borrows 
holy fire, thenoe fetches ſpirit and cou- 
to do all that is to be done by us, 

And this is as cafily proved as ſaid ; for 
the ſpirit is promiſed to them that ask, 


and they that ask muſt ask in faith ; and | 


they that do ſo ask ſhall not be denied, 

Luke 11. Jf ye being evil, know how to give good 

13- gifts wnto your children, how much 

more ſhall your heavenly Father give 

the Holy Spirit tothem that ark him? 

There is the Spirit promifed to them 

that ask it; but ther! faith St. Joes, 

ſam. 1.6. Let him ark in faith, nothing waves 

ring. Here it's (hewed that we mull 

ask in faith; but where no faith is 

thereis noprayer 3 and where no pray- 

er is, there is no promiſe of Gods ſpirit, 

and where none of this ſpirit, there are 

we utterly eſtranged from God; <- 
ttranged by infidelity and unbelief. 

3- Unbelief expoſes to all worldly 
fears, and worldly fears ito all the tems 
ptations of the world, withdraws our 
hearts from God , and perverts the 
ways of truth and righteonſneſs. It 1s 

a remark- 
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a remakable Scripture, that ranks the 
fearful with the unbelieving, and the 
unbeheving with the abominable, the 
Murtherer and the Whoremonger , the 
Sorcerer, the Idolater, and the Liar. The 


words are theſe, He thet overcometh Rev. 21. 7 


ſhall inherit all things; and I will 
be his God, and he ſhall be my Son - 
But the fearful, and wnbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murtherers, and 
whoremongers, and ſorcerers, and ido- 
laters, and all lyars, ſhall have their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire 
aud brimſione, which is the ſecond 
death. 

Obſerve firſt, that it 1s faith that 0+ 


vercomes temptations. Secondly, That 


the fearful and unbelieving are w_ 
come by it. Thirdly, That 
come , they are loſt from G 2nd 
have their portion in the Lake of Hell. 
Two things I deſire you here toconf1- 
der. 

1. That unbelief puts us under the 
power of fear. 

2. That fear puts us under the pow- 
er of all temptations. 

I. It puts us under the power of 
fear : for who is the ſupport — 

cart 
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heart, but God? and how doth God 
ſupport, but by his promiſe? and how 
doth the promiſe ſupport, but by be- 
ing believed ? and where not believed, 
there Gods Word cannot encourage; 
there Gods promiſe cannot revive, 
there eternal rewards cannot ſtrength- 
en. So that, upon that account the 
Covenant ſeal'd by Chriſts blood, the 
miracles performed by Chrilts ſpirit, the 
promiſes of eternal joys, eternal joys 
themſelves, lignitie nothing to an un- 
beheving man 3 and what hath a belie- 
ving man but theſe to ſupport him? 
Alas! take aman without regard tothe 
hopes of Heaven, and reſpect to ano- 
ther World, and he is 2t the mercy of 
every little danger for hte or fortune ; 
a Fly may ſtop his breath, a little ſtone 
may knock him into his Grave, a ſpark 
of fire may burn his houſe, and fſur- 
prize him alſo in his bed. He that hves 
not in hopes of a better world, muſt 
needs be in tears of this, becauſe he hath 


laid up all his treaſure in it. And thus | 


unbeliet - puts us under the power of 

tear. 
2. I his fear puts us under the power 
of many great temptations, and thoſe 
tempta- 
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temptations eftrange us from God, A 
man had need of a great deal of brave 
courage to maintain a clear mtegrity in 
a ſtormy bluſtering world. There are 
not many men that have courage tode- 
ny themſelves. It is a greatneſs of mind 
to be of a publick ſfurit. It sa kind 
of Godlike Generolity, a kind of Chri- 
ſtian Bravery, to live above the world, 
and not to be tempted to do an inju- 
ry, to ſupplant a neighbour, to tread 
one ſtep awry of the way of Juſtice, 
no not to take up a great Fortune, not 
to gather up a Crown, not to cut a Sce- 
pter out of a thorny hedge. It is fome- 
thing ſtrange indeed, bur yet fo it is, 
there is a fear in unbelief, which is thar 
very thing that doth diſpirit and diſcna- 
ble us from well doing, and throws us 
down under every temptation. The 
t reaſon why we do amils 1s this, 

uſe we dare not truſt God in well- 
doing, Behold , this man dares not 
trult Divine Providence 1n the cheer- 
{ ful enjoyment of that little eſtate that 
God hath given him: And this un- 
belief produces fear, and fear produ- 
ces care, and care iflues in ſorrow, and 
this forrow wounds his heart, weakens 
F hi 
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bis ſpirit, diſquiets his reſt, and breaks 
him alſo in pieces Alas, fays tear, 
[f I ſpeak truth, this man will frown, 
and that great man will be offended, 
&c. Alas, ſays the man, what ſhall ( 
do ? I have great charges and little 
ſainss great payments, and ſmall wages, 
ow ſhall 1 ſupport my Family ? how 
ſhall I feed my Children? how ſhall [ 
intain my credit and reputation? 
will the finger of Providence ſpin? 
and will Gods hand toil for me? thall 
| be {cd with a Ravens Bill 2 or will 
the Clouds drop down Manna for me ? 
Alas! 1 tind my Forwnes decay, and 
Ie{s than miracle cannet retricve me, and 
the time of miraclcs is now palt. Thus 
do many mcn through fear vex and 
torment themſelves. Another man hath 
a thouſand pounds a year, and ye dare 
not truſt God to give twenty pounds 
no not twenty ſhillings, to any publick 
ule, nv, tor ought he knows he may 
come to want. Another hath laid houke 


to houle, and land to land, bought up | 


all round about him, but one ſmall 
Farm ot his Neighbours, yet he hath not 


enough till he hath that too, He care | 


not trult Gods Providence to maintain 
lum 
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him with his own large reverucs, but hc 
mult have that lutle ot his neighbours 
too, or elle he cannot be latehied, A- 
hab mult have Naboth's Vineyard, clic 


| centainly the whole Kingdom belide 


will not aftord him Wine cnough. Foab 
mult have Abner 5 lite, Clle dare be not 
rult God with his laecrelt 10 David, 
nor his Command mn the Army, nor his 
Honour in the world. Sax! mult be 
wilcr than God, and Iparc thc Lult ot 
the ſpoil of the Amalckites, or cl 
God could not tuffticiently turnith him 
with Flocks, nor hinielt with Sacriliccs. 
Thus fear wiues trom unbelict, and all 
manner of evils ue from tcar Fear 
s a cowardly bale thing, and being lo, 
v cally overcome to any thing. 1 know 
not whether it may leem (travge or nor, 
but it is moſt certain, Faith 15 the great- 
et bravery in the world ; an. nothing 
lo bale, {vo covcrous, lo uniult locrucl, 
lo fordid, as Fear : Fear robs the poor, 
wrongs Our neighbour, betray » 4 IrLCNnNG, 


| mnurthers an CUCMmy, doth all evil al- 


molt that is to be done; that is tear 
leſt it (hould not be well with us if 
we ſhould do as God hath command- 
ed us, and this frar flows trom unbe- 

F 2 lick, 
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belief, and this unbelict withdraws us 
from God. 

4. Unbeliet ſends us to the things of 
this world, to thoſe frail, tranh 
things, tor our portion; and that whi 


ſends us to the world, carries us away | 
from Gud 3 No man can ſerve two me 


fters ;, be will hate the one, and lon 
the other, or elſe he will hold to th 
one, and deſpiſe the other 5; he cannat 
ſerve God and Mammon. And again, 
Love not the world, nor the thing, 
the world, he that loveth the v1 
the love of the ſather is not in him, 
Heaven and Earth are of a contrary 
guſt, a man cannot love Heaven and 
Earth too; however he that hopes nat 
for a Heaven, mult (eek his portion n 
Farth, for every raan mult have fome 
thing to live upon. From the begis 
ning of the world until this time, ther 
hath not been a man without a deſyy 


of being happy in ſomething 3 and 
they that do not ſtudy the things + 
bove, they fix here below. 

This, this 1s the thing that makes r- 
ches dear unto us, that puts a val 
npon the enjoyments of this World 
that (cts a luſtre upon the Honoursand! 
Plealuro 
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Pleaſnres of Earth; Men do not live 
in the expetation of Heaven, nor do 
they make God their reward, and his 
promiſes their ſatisfaction. Turn your 
eyes into the world a little, and behold 
men lye on heaps, the world lies in con- 
fuſion , every man ſcrambling for the 
preateſt ſhare, every man (ſtriving for 
the greateſt part and intereſt in the 
World. How many pine away with 
worldly care? how many burn with a 
peedy delire? how many conſume in 

ul envy 2 how many languilh a- 
way in diſcontent, meerly becaule they 
cannot be great, and rich, and honou- 
nble, and prefer'd in the world > Now 
all this ſprings from unbelicf, for Hea- 
ven ſatishes all defires, Heaven feeds all 
our hunger, Heaven contents all our 
longings, yea the hope of Heaven doth 


/ 
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all theſe things. There be many that Pal 45,7, 


ſay, Who will ſhew ws any good # lays 
the Plalmilt, Lord lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon ws; thou haſt 
put gladneſs into my heart, more than 
inthe time that their Corn and Wine 
encreaſed. Thus the world wander 
every where for a portion, and loſe it 
by thus wandring; they ſtray from 

3 their 
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their own Comforts, they forſake their 
own re(ts, they loſe their ends, by feck. 
nz them where they are not ; they find 
no where , becauſe they leck every 
where, but in God, but im Heaven. 

But he that finds nothing outol God, 
finds all things in him, riches, pleaſure, 
reputation, friends, and all intereſts 
and therefore the Plalmiit concludes, I 
will lay me down in pcace, and let, 
for thou, Lord, only makeſt me dwel 
in ſafety. 

s. As unbehet ſends us to the world 
for our Contertts, fo it hurries through 
any means to our end; it puts upon 
gaining our deligns without conhidering 
any othcr mans los, and ſatisfying our 
own delires without caring whoſoever 
he is, whether God or Man, or both, 
that (hall be diflatished with it. There 
1s no dealins with a man that lives not 
under a ſenſe of God, and the hope of 
a better World ; He canot be belie- 
ved what he ſpeaks, he cannotbe truſted 
what he vows, he may not be confided 
m when he ſmiles, he cannot be un- 
der{tood cither in word or action, be- 
ing nothing within but frauds, deceits, 
eruelties, wrongs, oppreſſions, and all 
manner 
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manner of evils. [t is a remarkable paſ- 
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& (C(aith the Apoſtle) rhat we may be 
delivered ſrom unreaſonable and wick- 
ed men, far all- men bave wot faith, 
Obſerve, Men without taith, arc men 
without reaſon. They that live not in 
the hope of Heaven, they ve not m 
the fear of God; they may mean as ul 
as they pleaſe, and they may do as ull as 
they can; Hethat doth not value Hea- 
ven, cannot value truth , mercy , or 
goodnels, the eſtate of his friend, the 
reputation of his father, the ſatety of 
his Prince, the good of his Country, the 
life of his brother, all theſe things l1g- 
nic nothing, when they lye in an Inhi- 
dels way unto hisend. 

As faith will do all that is good for a- 
nother, ſo infidelity will do all that 1s 
evil for a mans (elf : Infidelity hall 
[tick at nothing whatſoever, it will va- 
Jue no mans hte, it will boggle at no 
mans blood, it will ſtrain at no mans 
eſtate, it will ſcruple at no mans repu- 
tation, 

If Lying will ſerve an end, infideli- 
ty will lyc; it perjury will promote a 
defien intidelity will torlwear it felt 3 


if 
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if murther will gain a Fortune, infide. 
lity will kill ; it bruitiſhneſs will lend 
a man a little pleaſure, infidelity will 
make a man a Beaſt. 

If the Goſpel be to be ſhamed, if God 
be to be diſhonoured, it Chriſt be to 
be betrayed, Chriſt's Blood to be ſhed, 
behold Jxd e's unbelict, and Pilate's 
infidelity will do all theſe things, and 
if it were poſhable far worſe than theſe, 
and no wonder then if infidelity with- 
draws from God. 
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MATTH. 10. 29. 


Are not two ſparrows ſold for a far- 
thing, and one of them ſhall not 


fall to the ground without your fa- 
ther. 


T: Words ſuggeſt unto us, 
1. That there is a Providence: 
2. That this Providence doth 
extend it (elf to the leaſt 
things : Wherefore I ſhall accordingly, 
firſt ſpeak of the Being of Providence, 
and then of its res and extents. 
Now Providence is defined by Tho. A- 
quinas, Thereaſon of the order of means 
to their end : by Boethins, = — 
reaſon of God diſpoſing all things: A 
by = og WE: fame le, 
The Will of God governing all things 
according to his own wiſdome and 
counſel. Now though Vaninus diſlike 
, theſe definitions (and no wonder, _ 
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he who at bottom was enemy to Prq- 


vidence it (clt, (ſhould not be well plea. 
ſed with the detinition of it) yet any 
of them ſerve well enough to expres 
my meaning, who by Providenec un- 
derſtand no more than that power, wil- 
dom and counſel of God Ip tn, 
ordering and JH_ of all things, 


perlons and affairs to certain ends and 


purpoles according as ſeems beſt unto 


tum. And that there is ſuch a Provi- 
dence in this world, is the firſt thing| 
am to prove. 

And truly Providence or Diwage 
Wiſdom in the world they are likehight, 
they cannot be hid, they cannot be ob- 
{cur'd and cover'd ; where everT call 
your eyes, which way focver I tum 
your thoughts, whether backward or 
forward, whether upon God or the 
world, the light of Gods Providence 
does every way ſhine in our eyes, and 
preſents it (elf xo our view : And 

1. Plcale to turn your eyes back a 
little upon the nature of God, and con- 
hider. the realon of Providence, (a pri- 
ori) and here you will ſce that Gods 
nature 1s ſuch, that there being a God 
there muſt be a Providence alſo; for 


what 
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what is God but a Being infhately per- 
fect, and what is a Being inhnuely per- 
felt but a Being infinitely wile, infinie- 
ly good, and mhnitely powerful ? And 
where there 1s 1nfinue widom, power 
and goodnets, ut cannot be imagined, 
but that thcre-muſt be a Providence allo. 
Inhnite wiſdom cannot but fee all 
things, clle it would notbe mntimte, clic 
would not be-what it is : Tnhnue good- 
neſs moſt certainly will not farbear to 
intcrpoſe, being Goodneſs it felt, being 
Juftice and Truth is every where con- 
cerned : Goodneſs as {uch is communi- 
cative of it (elf, and theretore cannot 
be fuppoled having made the world, to 
fir (till and not concern ut ({-11 ut, e- 
{pecially conſidering that there ts 1nh- 
rite power ready at hartd to execute 
what infinite witdom thall contrive, and 
what equal goodneſs ſhall chule. No 
wiſe man ever beftowed his pains, and 
imployed his care, and laid out trea- 
ſure tro make a houle, and then preſent- 
ly left that houſe without an mhabt- 
tant, for Owles, and the Bats, for the 
Satyr and the Dragon to dwell1nz much 
leſs can it be fuppoſed that God made 
the world, and then preſem]y deſerted 
It 
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it after it was made, that he left thoſe 
things to be governed by chance that 
he had made by wiſdom. No, certain- 
ly that of the Poet is true cited by Ju- 
fin Martyy ....- + I cannot think the 

in their wits, when they ac- 
count it a diſpara t, that God 
ſhould be every where oblervant and 
concerned, It is monſtrous to hear 
Occiles in Afinutizs mocking at the 
God of the Chriſtians as every where 
preſent, unquiet and troubleſome ; and 
even (as a dog would ſpeak) impu- 
dently curſe him. For how ſhould infi- 
nite wiſdom be any where excluded ? 
and where is God intereſted if not in 
his own Creatures, and how 1s he not to 
be concerned where he is ſo much inter- 
elted > Who ever ſaw a wiſe and a gra- 
cious Father unconcerned 1n the lives, 
ations and affairs of his children ; and 
how ſhould the common Father of the 
world, from whom natural Fathers de- 
rive their inclinations, be unconcerned 
in the ordering and _ of his 
Creation in the world? Eſpecially con- 
fidering —— wildom is never 
weary wi ing, nor hs power and 
goodneſs tory. A with < nero 
ment, 
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ment. It is no trouble to Divine Wil- 
dom to have an eye to every affair, no 
burden to his Power to order what he . 
ſces, nothing tedious to his Goodneſs 
thus to imploy his wiſdom and power, 
for nothing is weary but that which 1s 
weak, and nothing of God being weak, 
nothing of him poſhbly can be weary 
neither. 

2. Having thus far looked back, and 
beheld Divine Providence in the caule, 
turn your eyes now forward, and be- 
hold it in the effects; having ſeen it in 
God, view it now in the world : And 
here I can ufe them otherwiſe than the 
Jews do their Diſciples when they teach 
them the Dofrine of the intellectual 
world. I can only point a finger at the 
heads of things, but cannot ſtay todraw 
out all their hnes, and repreſent them 
in their full proportions. Every thing 
is full of Divine Providence— Fours 
omnia plena--- he hath written his name 
upon every Creature, and printed the 
footſteps of his wiſdom in all orders of 
things, 1n all ations and effects from the 
top to the bottom of the Creation : 
Whether we view, 1. things Natural ; 
or, 2. things Supernatural and mira- 

culous 3 
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calousz or, 3. things of a middle na- 
ture. And firſt for things natural}: 


x. things inammate, and 2. thi 


animate 3 whether 1. with plantal, or, 
2. with animal lite, do all demonſtrate 


a Providence unto us. 


F. Things inanimate : The Heavens 
declare the glory of the Lord, and the 
firmament ſheweth his handy-work, day 
wrto day uttereth ſpeech, and night 
wnlo night ſheweth knowledge +, there 
is no ſpeech, nor language where their 

PlUl. 19-1, woice #s mot heard. All forts of men 
©5 in the world that have had eyes to ſee 
the ſame, have had light to fee a Pro- | 
vidence in that Sun alſo; fayes Cicero 

de natave deorum ; What can be (© 
plain, fo perſpicuons, when we ſce the 
heavens, as that there 1s ſome noble |} 
mind that rules all theſe things.? And 

flo Minntins Felix, Look wpon the 
heaven it ſelf, and the light of the 
ftars 15 mot more vilble, than the eye 


of Providence in that light. 


Behold the vicithitudes of night and 
day, of day to work and of night to 
reſt m 3 might for the wild beatt and 
day for man and them that are tame to 
teed in,do ſhew fo much of the wiſdom 


ot 
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of God, rhat the Pſalmiſt makes a ſtand 
upon this contemplation , and breaks 
out into an admiration while he thus 
contemplates 3 Afar goeth forth anto 
tis work and wnto his Libour until 
the evening : O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works ! in wiſdom haſt thou 
made them all, the earth is full of thy 
rickes. Behold, the incregſe and de- *'*: '*4: 
creaſe of the year imports a proporti. 
onable meaſure of light and hear, and 
influence to all partsof the earth, which 
could not be if the Sun ſhould move 
in a parallel: The acceſs and recels of 
the Sun, the vicifitudes oft Winter and 
Summer, Spring and Autumn, give us 
Seed-time and Harveſt, Corn and Wine 
in due ſcafon : The Autumn or Spring 
gives us opportunity to ſow our Seed, 
and the winter moiſtens the earth, that 
it affords nouriſhment to what is ſown + 
the Spring opens the womb of the 
grave, and by gentle beams gives lite to 
the Seed that was dead, and cloathes it 
with a new v<ſture, and then the Sum- 
mer fills the ear with Corn, and ripens 
that fulnels for the ſickle 5 fo that we 
ſow and reap, and gather into barns, 
weeat and drink, and make merry, and 
reJoyCC 
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rejoyce in our portion by the Provt 
Ro and bleſſing of God upon us. 

From the heavens deſcend into the 
Air, and behold it is a thin and tran- 
ſparent body to tranſmit the light of 
| we unto us again, ſo hot 1n the 

welt Regions as to draw up vapours 

hence below, and fo cold in the 
middle Regions as to thicken thoſe va- 
pours into clouds, and thoſe clouds in- 
to rain to water and refreſh, to enrich 
and impregnate the earth. 

From the Air let us dive into the wa- 
ter, and behold the common receptacle 
of them, to wit, the Sea, is, 1. an unt- 
verſal treaſure and fountain of moi- 
ſture : 2. It is the great ſtore-houle of 
Fiſh, and all its ſhores one way or 
other very uſeful : 3. It is uſeful allo 
for Navigation, and for ſpeedy traffick 
and negotiation through all parts of the 
world. And as for the carth the Moun- 
tains are the chambers of the ſprings,and 
the valleys drink the waters and grow 
rich by them : This is made firm for the 
foles of our feet, and is fraught within 
and without with all things needful and 
convenient both for man and beaſt; 
the quarries of ſtone, and the trees of 


the 


On Marth. 1 o. 29. 


the foreſt make us houſes to dwell inon 
the earth, and theſe latter ſhips to move 
at Sea : The mines of Gold and Silver 
make rich and honourable, are the 
trump in the game we here play in the 
world, a common ticket to trade and 
= withal : Iron and Steel, Lead and 

in, they are all uſeful in many num- 
berleſs reſpets. And 2. to come to 
things animate : 

2. There is not an herb in the field, 
not a tree in the wood, not a flower in 
the garden, not a ſingle blade of graſs, 
but 15 uſeful cither for Food, or for Me- 
dicine, or both. 

3. And now if we turn our eyes up- 
on Animals, upon Creatures that are en- 
dued with ſenſitive life we can no 
where fix, but we every where find 
much of God, ſo that we rather ſee 
God in every Creature than the Crea- 
ture in it ſelf : Their lexes, their gene- 
nation, their birth, their ſhape, their 
life, their inſtindts, their ſympathies and 
antipathies do all ſo cffeCtually conſpire 
for their own good, and for the WA ot 
men, and that without their own wil- 
dome or contrivance, that it is evident 
and clear, that there 15 a Superiour Pro- 

G vidence 
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vidence that teaches the fowls of the 
Air to build their neſts in high or hid- 
den places, to lay their eggs, to hatch 
their young, and to feed them when 
they are hatcht. Thar there js a Supe. 
fiour Providence that fottned every 
Creature fot its own ſafety, that arms 
the Lioh with a tooth, and the Ore 
With horns, and the Horſe with hooks, 
and gives the Bird a wing to fly away, 
and ſwiftnels to fearful Creatures to 
make their eſcape. That thete is a Si. 
periour Providence that fits man to 


Govern all things, who ſerves himſelf of 


every Creature, and doth himſelf mote 
eſpecially govern man. 

And thus in the ordinary and natu- 
ral works of God we may clearly be- 


Hold the charaCters of Divine Provl- 


dence: turn we now in the fecond place 
to thoſe that are miraculous and extri- 
ordinary, and there we ſhall behold the 
ſame impreſſions. 

Now theſe are of two forts; 1, Mi- 


 racles : 2. The fulfilling of Prophecies 


1. Miracles, that is, viſible Effe& 
done in the world above and contrary 
to the power of Nature, do clearly 
prove that there are in the wotld, þ 

om 
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dom and power ſupernatural, that is, 
the wiſdom and: power of God, which 
we here call Providence. What abun- 
dance of the wiſdom and power of 
God was there in the bringing of the 
Jews out of #gypt, in the events that 
came upon them in the wilderneſs, and 
afterwards in their own Land? He that 
had feen the plagues of #gypt, the 
fwarms of Lice, the armics of Frogs, 
the legions of Caterpillars, the ſtorms 
of Fire and Hail, the Fir{t-born of #- 
£9pt all die in a night, and heard the 
living cry and groan for the dead, and 
All this m the curcumſtances of the {to- 
ry, had been mad, it he had denied a 
Providence. He that had ſeen the red 
Sea divide it felf, and the waters rear 
up into walls to make a way for the 
Jews, and thoſe walls to fall down a- 
= overwhelm the Xgy prians, mult 
denied the light of his eyes, it he 
would have denied the Providence of 
God. He that had ſeen waters gu(h 
put of a rock, and flints melt into a 
flowing ſpring, and that by the touch 
of a rod, had been really no man, 
ſhould he have affirmed there had been 
no Providence. He that had ſeen the 
| G 2 light, 
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light, and heard the thunder, and ſmelt 
the ſmoak, felt the ſhaking of Mount 
$inai, and (cen the face of Moſes de- 
ſcending from the Mownt gilded with 
tight, could not have put off the belicf 
of a Providence, without putting off 
humane nature alſo ; for to ſay all theſe 
things had been chance, had been to 
ſay that black was white, and white 
black, that chance was wiſdom, and 
wildom chance, that every thing was 
nothing, and nothing every thing, And 
to conclude this point by ſtepping from 
the Law unto the Golpel: 

He that ſhall confider that Chriſt was 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of 
a Virgin, ated as great Miracles in his 
life as was ated at his birth, lived with- 
out fin, died as he lived, roſe again after 
death, aſcended in a vilible glory unto 
heaven after his reſurreftion, and gave 
his ſpirit to the Apoltles to do miracles 
as he had done, after his aſcenſion, and 
all this to confirm a Law that bids us 
obey and we ſhall be ſaved, but if ws 
diſobey we (hall be damned ; that is, to 
confirm a Law that tells us that there is 
a Providence, and that over the fowk 
of the air, and over the lillics of the 
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field, and yet denies this Providence 
that is thus aſſerted and proved; as he 
hath not the heart, ſo he is not worthy 
of the ſhape of a man. 

2. As Miracles, ſo the fulfilling of 
Prophecies is amongſt thoſe extraordi- 
nary effe&s that demonſtrate Provi- 
dence, and theſe are as numerous 1n in- 
ſtances, as certain in proof that there 
1a Providence; for where God fore- 
tells, he concerns his wiſdom and his 
care; and where he permits or effects 
what is foretold, he concerns his power 
and authority z and where Gods wiſl- 
dom, care, power and authority are 
concerned, there is Providence to the 
higheſt meaſures and degrees. Now 
the fulfilling of Prophecies is a thing 
moſt ones. Fr in Holy Scripture, 
wherein the Providence of God hath 
been very exact. 

1. The Jews are ſent down into A- 
e Jv” by the Providence of God, and by 
the ſame Providence they are delivered 
out of #gypr, the (elf ſame day that 
that deliverance was foretold. 

2. Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho 3 
and in the building thereof, be /4i4 
the foundation in Abiram, and ſ+t up 

; the 
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the gates thereof in his youngeſt Sox 
Segwb, according to the word of the 
Lord which be fpake by Joſhua the 
Son of Nun. 

3. Abiathar is turned out of the 
Prieſthood by Solomon ; aud this was 
done, that be mright fulfil the word of 
the Lord, which be ſpoke concerning 


. the houſe of Eli. 


4. Intheportion of Jezreel did the 


. Dogs erat the flrſh of Jezebel : and ths 


was done, that the word of the Lord 
might be fulfilled, mbich be ſpake by 
Eliſha the Tiſbbite, 

5. Joſtabtook thebones of the Prieſts 
and burnt them upon the Altar at Be 
thel, and polluted it > And by thu 
doing fulfilled a Prophecy fix'd upon 
Joſiah by name, ( —_ long before 
Foſcahwas born) which'had thuscryed, 
0 Altar, Altar, thus ſaith the Lord, 
Behold a Child ſhall be born unto the 
houſe of David, Joliah by rame, and 
wpor thee ſhall be offer the Prieſts of 
the high places, that burn incenſe up» 
on thee, and mens bones ſhall be burnt 
#pon thee. 

6. Seventy years captivity was de- 
termined upon the Jews. After which 
time 
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time God had promiſed that Cyrw, by 
name, ſhould {et the Captives atliberty; 1.44 23. 
and this long before Cyr && his birth : 
Which time being come, the ſame Cy- 
rw releaſed the fame Captivity , and 
that to fulfil the word of the Lord, +. x. x. 
ſpoken by Jeremy the Prophet. 

7. Toſay much 1n alittle : Behold, 
the Goſpel hath fulfilled the Laws 
Moſer is unveiled in Chrilt, for in and 
by him are all the promiſes made good, 
all the prophecies tulhll'd, all the types 
of the Law expreſt, all the (badows un- 
covered, all us mylterics revealed, all 
its darkndlles unridled, fo that the times 
of Chriſt are peculiarly called the tulneſs G1 ,, ,. 
of time, becauſe his days weremolt fig- Epl.r. is. 
nal times of fulfilling of Prophecies, 

He is the Prielt whom thole Prieſts 
typtfied, his death is that Sacritice which 
thoſe Sacntices ſhadowed, he 1s now en- 
tred into the Holy of Holies whereof 
that Holy of Holies was but a Type, 
and he now really makes that expiation 
which the offerings and intercefiians of 
thoſe Prieſts did but typiftie. Andthus 
you ſcethe Providence af God (triking 
through all the parts of the Univerſe 
in the works of Nature; and pathng 
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through all times and ſeaſons in works 
ſupernatural and miraculous. 

3. Come we now nn the laſtplace to 
thoſe things that are of a middle nature, 
that have ſomething natural, and ſome- 
thing ſupernatural, ſomething of man, 
and ſomething of God in them. And 
theſe are thoſe ordinary Hiltories of 
Providence, that in all times and A+ 
ges preſent themſelves unto us. 

There 1 not a day goes over our 
heads, but we fee ſome raies of Divine 
Providence, fome traces of his wiſdom 
preſenting themſelves unto us: Either 
a wicked man is paniſh'd, or a good 
man is rewarded, or it he be afticted, 
that affliction works for good. We 
have occafion either to admire the Wil- 
dome, or review the Jaſtice or em- 
brace the Goodneſs of God, who eve» 
ry where, and at all times is preſent with 
us, and reads a Lettarc of his own At- 
tributesunto us. The Jews curſed them- 
ſelves by the blood of Chrilt (by which 
we are laved) His blood beupon us, and 
anr children. And behold, there is 
bo Nation under Heaven ſo much un- 
der the characters of diſpleaſed Provi- 
dence, under the vengeance of angry 
zeal, 
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zeal, as that Nation is; a Nation with- 
out a Country, a People without a 
Lord, Citizens without a City, every 
where defpiled, every where hated, e- 
very where oppreſſed, every where hil- 
ſed and trampled upon. Behold Jers- 
ſalem in heaps, the Ifraclites cut off 
from the ſtock of Iſrael, the ſeed of 4- 
braham without the Land to him pro- 
miſed, and Fecob's flock be without 
the promiſe and rewards of Jacob. 

No Nation under Heaven without a 
Lord but they 3 no people fo ſcatter- 
ed, ſo deſtroyed, fo oppreſied, fo cur- 
ed; and why they thus rather than o- 
thers? this people rather than any other 
people in the world ? but to write the 
diſpleaſure of Gods Providence, and to 
brand them with the Characters of his 
wrath, and to paint his anger upon 
thar very foreheads, in that innocent 
blood which they (ſhed. And now be- 
hold, after ſo many hundred years, and 
ſo many thouſand Litaniesand expetta- 
tions, they have been heard by God in 
no one Prayer, but in that which was 
a Curſe upon themſelves, His blood be 
wpor us and upon our Children, What 
ſhall we fay when we hear that Haman 
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was hanged upon that Tree, which he 
had reared = Mopdecai What 
(hall we ſay when we hear that Pilate, 
who pts 6 6h 4 ht got the 
Jews, 1s upon the Jews 
recall'd bo Fiteldlins, 7 —__ depris 
ved , baniſhed to Vienna, and there 
kills himſelf ; mn that bagiſhment 2 What 
ſhall we ſlay when we remember the 
Year Ln BY Eight, when we yiew the 
wn, (4 Armado tumbling in the waves, 
? lee the Wiads and the Waters fight 
by. Gads command (certainly) again 
Gods enemics? What (ball we think 
when we recalle@ the dilcoyery of the 
Powder Treaſon, and fee a wicked In- 
ſtrument broken upon the wheel? A 
Plot diſcovered juſt when xe ſhould 
have been ated, and them that laid the 
ſnare catch'd in the ſnare that they bad 
laid 2 What ſhall we ſay when we read 
the Revolutions of our own Ape, an 
Age of wonders, an Ara of marvels, a 
tune when marvels were (carce =—_ 
lous, becauſe they were frequent, and 
when wonders were not wonderful, be- 
caule ordinary. 'Hethat reads ur Sto 
ry, he that conſiders the flutuatioosot 
our affairs, the turns and returns of 
things, 
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things, and:that caturary to .all humane 
probabilities, and yet wall not lee a Pro- 
videpce, he is a pexſan wiltully blind. 
I cannot now ((tand 40 ſpeak of the ex- 
tent or the uſe we are t0'make. of Di- 
xine Providence : ds is.enaugh for once 
to prove that there-1s a Providence 4n 
the World. We are not here (fie 
Deo.) we are not here without: God-: 
He 1s near us, he.is with us, he s ww 
us, as Sencce laiths In him we live, *5 17. 
move, and have our heing, lays $6. Paw. 4 
Says Minxtins Felix, He is mat only 
aext unto us, but be infuſe: bimſelf jn- 
to ws, be is every where, within and 
without us, near us, and afar off. 'Tis 
no wonder-we muſt;give an account of 
all we do-in the world, for the world 
is the Temple of God, and we ſtand in 
a great pretence. Why art thau heed- 
lets in thy -work 2 Why art thou negli- 
gent 1n thy ftation?\\Why art thou alleep 
upon thy guard 2 Doſt thou got know 
who {ct thee there ? and to what end 
thou waſt there fet ? And doſt thou not 
remember, that God that hath er thee 
wherethou art, bath given thee an en- 
yment: in the world; ſtands by thee 
unſelt? Ariſe, mind thy buſineſs, be 
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careful what thou doſt ; let no day find 
thee idle, let no moment find thee uſe. 
le6; God doth not cauſe the Sun to riſe 
in vain, hedoth not lend thee the light 
of the world, and length of days, and 
the day of Grace, to no pu Up 
and be doing, for the Lord is with thee. 
Improve every talent of Grace, uſe e- 
_ moment of time, ſerve every good 

» give thy ſelf an account at night 
=. wad haſt done the day before, and 
conſider in the morning what thou art 
to do the day following : Set thy felf 
a continual task, grve thy (elf daily em- 
ployment ; God himſelf, who is inf- 
nite reſt unto himſelf, who needs not 
the world, nor any thing m it, he 
daily at work amongſt men; and how 
much doth it concern us, who have 
much work to do, to fee our ſelves 
well employed ? A little Fly hath buta 
little foul , ſhe hath but the life of a 
Fly to loſe, and yet what pains will 
ſhe take, how many thoufand ways will 
ſhe flutter with her wings, to ſave that 
life? An Ant is a very ſmall and little 
Creature, and yet what labour, what 
pains doth it take, to preſerve a little 
foul, and to lay up proviſion for a =_ 
lite? 
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life 2 But thou, O Man, thou art fra- 
med after Gods Image, thou ruleſt the 
Creatures, and he thee, he hath made 
thee a little lower than the Angels, he 
hath' given thee a reaſonable mind, a 
large will, free affeQtions, an immortal 
Soul : For thee Chriſt dyed, for thee is 
the Goſpel and for thy fake 
zthe Miniſtry of Reconciliation com- 
mitted unto us : For thee doth Chriſt 
rule as a King, for thee doth he inter- 
cede as a Prieſt, for thee do the Angels 
move andreſt, go forth and return; and 
for thy lake eſpecially doth Divine Pro- 
vidence concern it ſelf in the World. 
Take heed therefore how thou behaveſt 
thy (elf, and be fure to do well for 
God, for thine own Soul. 
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Are not two ſparrows ſold for a far 

- thing, and one of thew ſhall not 
fall to the ground withoat your fa- 
#hey. 


is a providence, «Kt now con- 
cerns us to - unto 

1. The extent of that Providence. 

2. The manner of ns working. 

3. To ſome peculiar attributes or 
qualities that belong unto it. Now for 
the latitude or extent of Providence, 
that we ſhall lay down roundly in two 
propoſitions : 

1. Divine Providence doth concern 
It ſelf in all things and perſons in the 
world : And 
- 2.-In all the affairs and ations of all 
thoſe things and perſons. I do not yet 
here determine how Divine Providence 
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is engaged Mm all things that ſhall be 
done bejeafitr, but only that it 1s thus 
far en ; which is enough at pre- 
ſent, uſe I ſhall ſpeak moſt clearly, 
if 1 proceed by degrees. I begin with 
the firſt : 

r. Divine Providence is concerned 
in all things and petfons m the world ; 
God is no where unengapged, no where 
unintereſted, or without bufineſs in the 
world, there is need of him i all places 
and over all things: Hence that of Ter- 
tullian, Ynid oft Dins ? mens wni- 
verſs + He asks himſelf the queſtion, 
What # God ? and he anſwers the que- 
{tion to our purpoſe, the mind of the 
wniverſe : God is that which rheans, 
underſtands, which intends and deſigns 
every where, and therefore called tho 
mind of the Univerſe : For 


Spiritus intus alit, totdmg; infaſa per 
arts 

Mens agit in wolem, & magno ſe cor- 
pore miſcet. 


Nor doth God in this particular ſay lets 


of himfelf than Reaſon and the voice ot' 


Nature fay of him, For he giveth to 
all 
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all life, and breath, and all things : 
{oS. Paul:and David breaks out into an 
aſtoniſhment upon this conſideration ; 
Thy Righteonjneſr is like the great 
mountains, thy Judgments are a great 
deep : O Lord thou preſerveſt men 
and beaſt : Behold the young Ravens 
unto him and he hears their cry: 

The fowls of the air have no treaſure 
yet they are rich, they have no barns 
and yet they have ſtore, they neither 
ſow nor reap yet they eat and drink in 
and by the Providence of God; in 
which Providence they have great trex- 
ſures of riches, and plenty of food and 
nouriſhment laid up : Conſder the lil. 
lies of the field ({aith our Saviour) bow 
they grow, they toil mot, neither do 
they ſpin, and yet I ſay unto you that 
Solomon in all his glory was not ar- 
razed like one of theſe. God doth not 
only feed the hungry but he cloaths the 
naked alſo, yea, he decks the earth & 
very year with a freſh veſture, and 
paints the hillies of the field beyond the 
Glory of Solowow. And thus God by 
his Providence preſerves things animate 
and inanimate too, he preſerves being 
and order in the things which only be, 
he 
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he gives food and nouriſhment to that 
which ſprouts and grows out of the 
earth, and lite _ breath to every 
thing that lives and breathsz And there- 
fore ſing unto the Lord with thanks- 
giving, ſing praiſe upon the barp unto 
or God, who covereth the beauens 
with clouds, who prepareth rain for 
tbe earth, who maketh graſs to grow 
won the mountains, he giveth to the 


beaſt his food, and to the young ras 
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vens which cry. Now the rcalons why Pial. 145, 


we may conclude that God concerns 
and engages his Providence mn all theſe 
things may be thele : 

1. All things are his own. 

2. His Providence is ſufficicnt to take 
care of all. 

3. One thing cannot regularly be 
preſerved without the preſervation and 
government of another, and therefore 
God preſerves and governs all. 

1. All things are Gods, every Crea- 
ture muſt needs be the Creators Crea- 
ure z ſays Orphens, There 1; one only 
who 15 of himſclt, and all other things 
were made by him. God 1s an owner 
every where, and no wonder it he be 
every where concerned, he 1s no where 
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without an intcreſtz he made the whole 
world, and is in the poſſeftion of alt 
that he hath made, and no wonder if 
he gages himſelf in his own poſlef: 
ſions : There is nothing too great, no- 
thing too little for God to take care of; 
for that which was fit to be created 
fit to be conſerved, that which ws 
worth the making is worth the prefer. 
vation 3 and being that all things hare 
him to their preſerver now whon 
they had to be their maker at firſt, it 
is not to be doubted, but he is as much 
concerned now to Conſerve, as he was 
then to Create them. Tis true, he made 
the carth the lowelt of things to tread 
upon, but he made it (till, and there 
fore he (till preſerves it : Nothing i 
below his Care, though he be infinitely 
Highs nothing 1s too mean a concert» 
ment for his goodneſs, though his hap 
pincls need nothing at all. And there- 
forc God pitics where we deſpile, he 
is concerned where we are careleh; 
God fixes his eye and opens his eat 
where a proud creature hath neither 
eye to (ee nor car to hear ; the poor 
not defpifcd in Gods fight, the = 
15 not forgotten by Gods Love, he dot 
not 
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not Night the Cauſe of a poor, helplels, 
mote or perſon : The Fuſtice ot the 

r is alwayes Jultice in Gods eye, 
though ſeldom in mans : The Righte- 
ouſnels of the oppretied 1s right betore 
him, though not before men; and that 
which is a good cauſe in it felt is al- 
wayes good unto God, be it the cauſe 
of who it will : Gold weighs nothing 
* all in the ballance that is. in Gods 
hand, and whole mountains of (1lver tly 
up againſt a grain of Juſtice z for God 
rightcouſly judges every mans right, he 
ſees the afthicions of the afflicted , he 
_— the miſerics of the miſcrable, he 

ars the crying of the poor, and the 
lighing of the priſoner ſounds in his 
bowels, as it ſounds in the dark vaults 
from whence it comes dolefully and de- 
ſerving commiſerationz and therefore 
he forgetteth not to make returns, but 
whiſpers inward comfort in an{wer to 
the cryes that are made unto him 3 he 
made all things, and he 1s concerned in 
all : that's the firſt. 

2. As he made all things, fo he is(ut- 
ficient for all. It is no waking to his 
eye to watch over every thing, no toil 
to his power to order what he watcheth 
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over, His eye never grows dim with 
{ceing, nor his hand weary of working, 
uw the world. He 1s every where pre- 
ſcnt, and therefore he cannot but ce e- 
very thing and beingevery where at 
hang. it is no diverſion, no trouble to 
him to govern and rulc all he ſecs. Says 
Orphews, God is firſt and God us liſt, 
God is beginning and God is the mid- 
dle of all things. Futlt, Viiddle, and 
Laſt. He is not ſnatchgd trom one 
thing by the intervening ot another, 
he isnot taken off from a turmer affau 
by the riling upot a latter, tormer thing 
do not make him forget what is to 
come, nor do future things put the for- 
mcr out of memory 3 things that are 
near do not divert him from things afar 
olt, nor things atar off cltrange hi 
from things that arc ncar; for he isnat 
hurned Com place to place, he is not 
ſnatched from one place to another; 
the Eait doth not call him trom the 

Veſt, ni r doth the buſtnets ot the South 
remove him from the North, for he v 
CVErVY "——_ at once, and at once able 
Io govern all things as one 3 and there- 
tore no wondcr at all it all things be 
govern dby him, Behold, be that keep- 
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th Tjrael hill meither ſlumber nor 
ſleeps the Lord is thy Keeper, the Lord 
ir thy ſhede wpon thy right hand. 

2. One thing cannot be exactly (0- 
yern'd without the government of a- 
nother, and therefore he that governs 
oe governs all. Man cannot be provided 
or 1n all his needs and exigence, with- 
out the Beaſts which Man (tands m1 need 
of: Nor can one Beaſt be well provi- 
ded for without another. Mn cannot 
well Iive without the Oxe to plough 
ws fhicld, and the Horle to carry him a- 
bout his affairs : Nor can thete be ted 
without Graſs, nor Graſs grow without 
hbowers, nor ſhowers tall where there 
ire no Clouds, nor Clouds be drawn 
up where there 8 no Sun:And therefore 
the Sun mult ſhine, and the Vapours 
muſt aſcend , and the Clouds gather, 
and the Rain fall, and the Grals grow, 
md the Oxe teed. that Vian may be 
rrovided tor: the care of one thing 11- 
trs the care of another. for wh 
lid of one Creature may be (11d or 
nother , which are one way or other 
uletul unto us, 
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or look down to the Pebbles under thy 
feet, and theſe mult be governed in the 
—_— of Man; thole above may 
all on his head, and knock him mto 
his Grave, and theſe below may hit hi 
foot, and make him ſtumble into i; 
A Fly may choak a man, and the hay 
of a mans head may kill a Pope; and 
therefore the wagging of every hair, 
the flight of every Fly, every guſt of 
Wind, every Tile over thy head, eve 
ry pebble under thy teet, mult be gs- 
verned and ordered by that Providence 
that orders man 53 which Providence, 
as it hence appears, concerns it (elf im 
all things. 

2. It concerns it (elf allo in all the 
aftairs of all things, I= him we ling, 
and move, and have our being, We, 
and all things with usz We, and all 6 
ther Creatures, being the Creatures of 
the ſame Creator allo, who made the 
World, and all things therein. 

Thegrowth of the Lillics, the ſpring- 
ing of the Grals, the Crics of the young 
Ravens, the moulting of the Sparrows 
wings, and the fall of the Sparrows to 
the ground, is not without our Father, 
not without his Providence, as the ve+ 
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ry Text tells us The word here tran- 
(lated Sparrows, Ire, as Muſcular tells 
us, af lithle Birds : Whence we learn, 
that there are no Birds fo httle, no not 
even thoſe Birds, two whereof are fold 
for one farthing, but even their flights 
and reſts, their riſe and fall, is minded by 
God ; and how much more all the 
ways of man 2 For the ways of man 
are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
poudereth all his goings, Oblcrve x. 
Our ways are before Gods very eye, 
and the eye cannot but fee what is be- 
fore it. 2, Obſerve, Thar all our ways 
whatloever, are betore Gods eye; that 
s, to try all our thoughts, atftections, 
words and aftions; our \lkeps and 
watches, our lying down and our riſing 
up, our cnds and interclts, our defigns 
and ations, our re{ts and labours, our 
nſingin the morning, our labuursin the 
day, and our lying down at night a- 
gains for all theſe, and whatloever 
elle is like unto them, is under{tood by 
the ways of Man. 3. Obſerve, That 
Gods cye doth not caſt a ſuperhcial 
ance, his eye doth not thde upon the 
urface of our aftions, but his eyc- 
beams pierce mto the deep of our 
Q 4 thoughts 
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* thoughts and deſigns, and therefore he 


Jer.17.1 * 


Verſe 9. 


is laid to ponder, For the ways of man 
are before the eyes of the Lord, and 
he pondereth all his goings : Hence 
that of the Prophet, 7 the Lord ſearch 
the heart, Ttry the reins, even 10 give 
every man according to his ways, and 
alcording to the fruit of his doings. 
He had before put an hard Queſtion, 
The heart is deceitful above all things 
and deſperately wicked, who can know 
it £ And yet he had noſooner asked it, 
but God anſwers, 7 the Lord ſearch the 
heart, &c. Sce allo Pſal. 23. 13, 14,15. 
and Pſal2 94. 9, 10. verles. 

Now the fame reaſons that told wu 
why God concern'd himfelt in all things 
do alſo give us an account why he is 
engaged | in all affairs, and in all the a- 
Eons of all things, fo as at leaſt to or- 
der and govern them, even good and 
evil, to his own endsand purpoſes. And 
_ Reaſons are theſe; 

. All actions ag8/Mairs are the a- 
"Gon and affairs of his Creatures. 

2. Great thingsdepend on ſmall, and 
one action cannot be governed without 
the government of another : And 

3. God 1s ſufficieat for all, 

x. All 
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1. All ations in the World are the 


actions of his Creatures. It was a devi- 
liſh lye that told the Manichees, That 
the Devil made the world: For it was 
made by God, and whatſoever is done 
in it, is done by ſomething that God 
made; and a wile Father concerns him- 
ſelf in all the doings of his Sonz how 
much more ſhall God be concern'd in 
the deeds and ſufferings, and in all the 
affairs of his Creatures? eſpecially con- 
ſidering in the ſecond place, 

2. That the greateſt effefts many 
times begin 1n the leaſt cauſes; the Sea 
{prings from little drops, and the Clouds 
thay cover the face of the Sun, pour 
down long and violent tempeſts upon 
us, do at hr(t begin in ſingle atomes, in 
{mall and inviſible exhalations. Behold 
a little Bird fitting upon the leaf of a 
Tree, a puff of Wind moves the leaf, 
the leat moving the Bird flies, the flight 
ot the Bird moves a diſcourſe, and in 
this diſcourſe queſtion (tarts, the (tart- 
ing of this queſtion brings a diſpute, 
and the diſpute brings a quarrel, and 
this quarrel brings a Duel between very 
friends, and in this Duel one friend 1s 
kill'dgby the hand of another, and the 
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other dies by the hand of Juſtice for 
killing of him; and fo the firſt puff of 
Wind kills them both. Well then, e-. 
very breath of wind mult be lock'd up 
in Gods hand, elſe may it fuck away 
our breath from us. The leaf of the 
Aſpin muſt move under the eye of God, 
or elſe man cannot be fate. And thus 
it doth: for 

3. God is ſufficient to over-rule all 
the actions of all Creatures; and being 
there 1s a need that his Providence 
ſhould govern all things, and being 
that God isthe rightful and proper Go- 
vernour of the World, and being that 
he 1s without toil, withont care, with- 
out trouble, in deſpight of all the E- 
picurean Dreams , ſufficient for that 
Government 3 It is notto be doubted 
but that his Providence extends it (elf 
to all things,and toall the actions and af- 
fairsof all things whatſoever. Aud thus 
I have ſpoken 1 general of the extent 
of Divine Providence: I ſhould now 
{peak of the ſeveral meaſures and de- 
grees of it within this extent, but this 
| will refer for another occalion, be- 
cauſe I have a dehre to make ſome uſe 
of what hath been ſpoken already. l 
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1. If Gods Providence watch and 
order allthings, then do you allo mind 
every thing that is done in the world. 
It were not good (if it were pothble 
to be otherwiſe) that this cye ſhould 
ſleep where God is awake, at lealt that 
Divine Providence ſhould do any thing 
which thou ſhouldeſt not conhider. 
God doth nothing in the world bur 1s 
fit to be obſerved, his wildom & no 
where unprofitably employed, and he 
doth all his Works that we may ce 
and learn; and great Wonders that we 
might ſee and fear. I will not at this 
time touch upon thole prodigies that 
have made ſo great a noite amonglt us: 
but thus much is certain, whatfoever 
the Relators intend (which I contels I 
think to be very ill) yet would the 
things be conſiderable it the Relations 
were true : Every thing that God doth 
is worthy our notice; God will be 
read in his works ſometimes, as well as 
in his word; God expects that our eyes 
wait upon his hand, for as the eyes of pa.123 2, 
Servants look up to the hands of their 
Maſters, and as the eyes of a Maiden, 
unto the hand of her Miſtreſs ;, ſo our 
eyes wait wpon the Lord owr God —_ 

that 
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that he have mercy upon us. Tistrue 
diſtreſs makes us eye God every mo- 
ment, becauſe we every moment long 
for deliverance 3; but God doth as well, 
and as well for us many times, when his 
doingsdo not ſpeak ſo loud ; and there- 
fore we ſhould eye his works at all times, 
one as well as another. 

2, It Gods Providence be concern'd 
m all things, 1t he govern all the I{ſues 
and Events of things; then it becomes 
us toreſt ſatished with all the determi- 
nations of Divine Providence m the 
world. It is a gallant patience, a no- 
ble fortitude, a royal chriſtianity to be 
content with Gods government of the 
world, and to (ay always as that old 
Jew did, who in every affair was wont 
tolay, And this alſo ſhall be for good,to 
lay that a&t is well done that 1s done by 
God. How many are there in the world 
that quarrel with all that God doth ? 
that are always whining and complain- 
Ing againſt Gods government, acculing 
his Care of neglect, his Wiſdom of tol- 
ly, and his eye of overlooking them 
and their affairs? God can do nothing 
to pleaſe us, and how ſhould men give 
us ſatisfaction 2 We are never placed 
where 
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where we would, we are too much on 
one hand or too much on the other, 
we are cither too far off this friend, or 
t00 near that enemy, we are either too 
much below our bulinefs, or our buli- 
nels roo much below us, we are either 
too far above our neighbours, or our 
neighbours too far above us, and the 
meaning alwayes 1s, we are #0t as high 
4s we would : God can never do 
enough, though he do every day too 
much for us, and therefore we would 
be repairing every thipg, and under 
pretence of ſerving God lerve our ſelves. 

But may a blefling light on that mans 
head who rifles up in the morning and 
bleſſes God for the light, and then fays, 
Do with me O Lord this day wiat thou 
wilt; behold, I ſtand here ready tor 
thy ſervice, I am prepared for any un- 
ployment, I am girt for any encounter, 
raiſe me or deprels me, lift me up or 
throw me down, ſend mc to the right 
or to the left, I am thine, and I am at 
thy diſpoſal, thou halt lent me to my 
{clf, but not for my (elf; and therefore 
if thou wilt afflict, attuct me, it thou 
wilt try, try me, it my patience mult 
ſerve thee in poverty, behold it 1s pre- 
pared 
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pared and ready; it my diſgrace muſt 
glorific truth, if my ſhame muſt ho- 
nour my God ; behold, my _— 
ſhall be mine honour, and my ſhame 
ſhall be my glory, and my affliction ſhall 
be my heppincd, and my ſervice ſhall 
be my reward ; uſe me as thou pleaſeſt, 
fo thou uſeſt me to thy glory, and fol 
am ſure thou wilt do, for otherwiſe 
thou canſt not : Thou can't not deny 
thme own glory, and therefore thou 
can't not govern me amis, who always 
eſteem my (elf well uſed, where I ſerve 
thine honour in the world, though in 
the higheſt afflitions, or m the lowelt 
offices. This is to ſpeak like a Man, like 
a Philoſopher, hke a Chriſtian, like a 
King, like a true Reformer of the world, 
and not like thoſe whining ſycophaats 
that are alwayes diſpleaſed with Gods 
Government of Humane Afﬀairs, and 
therefore would alwayes be mending 
Gods work, and pretend to do better 
for him than he can do for himſelf, na- 
ming God always, but always meaning 
themſelves. 

3. It Gods Providence governs all 
things, then learn to improve and bet- 
rer thy («lf from all the iflue of that 
Pro- 
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Providence 3 then learn to profit by all 
his actions, who doth nothing unpro- 
fitable in the world. When * morn- 
ing dawns, thank God for the day to la- 
bour in ; when the might approaches, 
bleſs him who hath made it a reſt : It 
thy affairs ſucceed, here is matter of 
thanks; if thy deſigns miſcarry, here is 
an exerciſe of patience, 

If it be well with thy triend, here is a 
gloſs upon the goodneſs of God, but it 
it be ill with him, here 15 a paraphraſe 
upon his Juſtice. 

If thon beeſt in health, there 1s an 
exbortation to work, it thou beeſt ſtick, 
there is an admonition of thy mortality. 

If thy relations die, this bids thee live 
upon God without them, and if they 
live, this ſhews thee to live upon God 
in them, for 'twas he that provided 
them for thee. 

If thy friends do thee a courtehie, bleſs 
God for them ; if thine enemies do 
thee an injury, here 1s a brave oppor- 
tunity to ble chem for God ; even tor 
Gods fake, and for the ſake of the Go- 
ſpel, which bids us, Bleſs 1hem that 
curſe us, and do good to them that 
hate us, and pray for them that de- 
ſpitefuty 
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Mar. 6. 24. ſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us. A 


man may profit much by his friends, 
but more generally by his enemies; for 
we have generally (though we are 
loth to believe it ) more need of evil 
than good, more need of injuries than 
favours, of enemics than friends, and if 
our miſcarriages be greater than our 
ſuccefs, aflure your (cl this 1s the rea- 
ſon of it. See then, a Chriſtian (as Epi- 
Fetws hath obſerved fome where of a 
wiſe man) hath ſomething 1n him to 
receive every thing to his advantage, 


he hath within him a well of living wa- 


Ecclci. 2. 
12,12 


ter which (weetens every thing he 
drinks, though the dregs of the cup of 
aflliftion, his very palate turns bitter 
into ſweet, and poiſons intogefections: 
Thus every thing that G 
be improved, and thus doth hp>intend 
that we ſhould improve by if 3 for 
every thing that he hath reveated? 
our inſtruction, fo is every thing that 
he hath wrought : and therefore faith 
the Wiſe Man of the things done un- 
der the Sun : 1 know that there is no 
good in them, but for a man to re 
Joyce and to do good in hit life, and 
alſo that every man ſhould cat and 


drink 
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drink and enjoy the good of all his 
labour. 

Having already ſhewed the extent 
and latitude of Divine Providence in 
general to be ſuch as that 1t reaches all 
things and perſons in the world, and 
all ations and affairs of all things: the 
next thing to be enquired 1nto, 15 whe- 
ther this ſame Providence that con- 
cerns it (elf in all things and affairs, do 
equally and in like degrees engage it 
-x in all things wherein it is cuncern- 

p 

To which queſtion I muſt anſwer in 
the negativez ( viz._) that there are 
xveral meaſures and degrees of Divine 
Providence 1a relation to ſeveral Crea- 
tures, the molt remarkable whereot I 
hall io(1ſt upon in theſe propolitions : 

1. The Providence of God 1 more 
concerned in man than in other inte- 
nour Creatures. 

2. Tis more ingaged 1n relation to 
nen in publick places, than to men al- 
together 1n a private capacity. 

3. It is amongſt all ſorts of men whe- 
ther publick or private 3 Divine Pro- 
ndence concern it (elf more in them 


| that are good, than in them that are not 


lo ; 
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fo: And this very divcrlity of degrees of 


Providence in relation to divers ob 
jeds, is the greateſt degree of Divine 
Providence , as St. Chryſoſtome hath 
well obſerved. 

1. Gods Providence 1s more 
ged towards Man than towards 
Creatures below man, though en 
indeed towards them alſo : And this 
the arguinent in the Textz Are ## 
two ſparrows ſold for a farthing, awd 
one of them ſhall not fall on the ground 
without your father; but the way 
hairs of your head are all mnmbred: 
fear ye not therefore, for ye mn 
value than many ſperrows. Thear 
gument is taken 2 fort#ori, It God tak 
care of that which is lels worthy and 
becoming his care, much more will t 
do ſo of that which is more worthy; 
and therefore {ince even the beaſts, even 
the leaſt of birds are govern'd by DF 
vine Care, much more muſt the higheſt 
of Creatures in this world be under the 
lame watch. 

Again , doth God take care for 

1 Cor.g.z. Oxen? Yes, care he doth take & 
""""P them, for he preſerveth Man and 
13% Beaſt z and doth expreſly —_— 
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Oxe : ſaying, Thou ſhalt not muzzle 
the month of the Oxe that treadeth Dcut. 25. 
owt the Corn - But he doth not fo much + 
take care of the Oxe tor the oxes lake, 
as for mans ;z and therefore doth Saint 
Paul make a difference in thete words, 
doth God take care for Oxen £ Hence 
that ot Hierocles comparing men, and 
the Creatures below man together : It 
doth not follow (fayes he) that Divine 
Providence doth not govern the attfairs 
of man, although it ſhould not be cn- 
gaged in the Creatures below him. But 
whatever he thought, the truth 1s this, 
That Providence 1s concerned both in 
Man and Beaſt too, but not equally in 
the beaſts, as in man; the account 
whercot take in two particulars : 

1. The Providence of God doth go- 
vern and order things according to the 
ſeveral meaſures of their worth and dig- 
mty : Things that are of a greater con- 
cern in themlſeves, arc allo of greater 
concern to God, who though he hath 
a value for all things that he hath made, 
yet ſets a various account upon various 
Creatures, and was never known to 
value the lite of a beaſt, as he prizes the 
life of a man 3 and therefore ſayes our 

i-2 Savi- 
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Saviour, Fear ye mot, for ye are of more 
value than many ſparrows. It any man 
ſhould here object, that one Creature 
1s as profitable to God as another, that 
is to ſay nothing at all, and therefore 
one is as valuable to him as another can 
be : This rather proves than deſtroys 
what I fay, for ſince God values no 
Creature as it is to him, (for he need- 
eth not the moſt worthy of Creature 
to add to him) but as they are 1n them- 
ſelves, and ſince in themſelves they re 
of ſeveral degrees and unequal worth, 
therefore are they ended by ſeveral 
degrees and meaſures of Providence. 
2, As the worth, fo the very nature 
of man 1s ſuch, as to make him capable 
of a larger influence of Divine Prove 
dence, than the nature of a beaſt can 
receive. Man is made a reaſonable 
Creature, and by that reaſon capable of 
a Law, and for obſervation or breach 
oft that Law are rewards and puniſh- 
ments allo; and having an immortal 
ſoul, of rewards and punithments 1n an- 
other world ; and foraſmuch as theſe 
are great ends, and great ends require 
a (ingular conduct of Divine Prov 
dence, therctore doth God carry > 
tne 
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theſe ends, which man only of all the 
Creatures in the world is capable of, by 
a ſingular particular care, more than 
it doth engage it ſelf in towards any o- 
ther Creature in the world. 

For mans ſake, and for his Govern- 
ment and ſatety was the Goſpel given; 
for his ſake were rewards promiſcd, for 
his fake were puniſhments threarned , 
for his fins did Chriſt die, and for his 
juſtification did he riſe again ; for him 
doth he intercede at Gods right hand, 
and upon him for his better Conduct 
and Government doth he pour out the 
fluence of his Spirit, an influence 
which the brutes do not need, and in 
not needing are not capable of, unleſs 
it be by force of Miracle, ( as Balaams 
Aſs was) and then not lo as man is nei- 
ther. 

Now theſe particular inſtances of the 
preaching of the Goſpel, the promilec 
of eternal life, the effuſion of Gods ho- 
ly ſpirit, the life, death, rcfurreCtion 
and interceſſion of Chrilt are the clcar- 


ever ſhone in the world, they are ſu- 
pernatural beams of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs 3 and of theſe the brutes are 


3 / not 
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not ſo much as capable, nor do they 
ſee or know any thing of them. 

3. That Man if more in the eye of 
Divine Providence than the brures, is 
clear in this, that the very brutes are 
made for man, and much more the 
Creatures below them : For Man doth 
the day break and the Sun ſhine, and 
the rain fall, and the waters How, and 
the graſs grow, and all the herbs of the 
field ſpring up, and flouriſh after their 
{cveral kinds. 

For him are the fields crowned with 
Corn, and the vallics laden with Graſs, 
for him are the hills lifted up, and the 
cattle made that feed upon the hills: 
For the feeding of him do the herds 
feed, and for his cloathing are the flocks 
themſelves cloathed with wooll ; for 
him doth the horſe wear his hoof, and 
the Oxe yield his neck unto the yoke, 
and before him doth the Camel kneel 
to receive the burden upon his back, 
Now ſince Divine Providence made 
Man the end of other Creatures, and 
them a mean to his content and preſer- 
vation , and fince the end 1s alwayes 
yalued more than the mean is, (for that 
the mean is not yaluable, but for the 

\ value 
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value of the end ) we muſt need con- 
dude that Man is more in Gods Provi- 
dence, for whom all things were made, 
(though not only for him it may be, 
but in part for themſelves alo, for God 
and Nature are kind to all) than thoſe 
very things which were made for him. 
Thus much for the firſt degree of Di- 
vine Providence, which conlilts in this, 
that God concerns himſelt more in man 
than in other creatures. 

2. The ſecond degree 1s, that Gods 
Providence is more engaged towards 
publick than private perſons, towards 
perſons in office and government, than 
perſons concerned only 1n private af- 
fairs Aliter reges ac regna reſpicit 
Dei Providentia, aliter privatos, lays 
Grotizs in Matth. 10. Divine Provi- 
dence doth reſpe& Kings and Kingdoms, 
otherwiſe than it doth reſpe& private 
perſons. 

1. Kings and publick perſons do re- 
preſent God, and therefore called Gods, 
T have ſaid ye are Gods. And St. Paul 
ſpeaking of the Supreme Magiſtrate tells 
us, That be is the Miniſter of God : 
becauſe we are not capable of imme- 
diate converle with God, therefore he 
I 4 rules 
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Plal. 32. 6. 


Rom. 3. 4+ 
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rules us by men like our ſclves, governs 
men by man, and ſo puts man 1nto his 


own place, and puts part of his power 
into his hands, for as Prophets receiye 
of the Spirit, ſo Kings of the Power of 
God. 

Now thoſe whom God ſets in his 
own place, and to whom he imparts * 
his own power, and that in truſt to do 
his own work, which immeduately be- 
longs to him, thole arc no doubt as in 
that place,as intruſtcd with that power, 
and as 1n that imployment Gods pecu- 
liar charge and care 3 thoſe whom he 
ſets to govern others, are more imme- 
diately governed by himſclf : For it 
would be dangerous trulting the Power 
of God in the hand of a man, without 
the particular inſpection of God over 
him 3 and therefore the turning of the 
hearts of Kings is pcculiarly attributed 
to God. 

2. Publick perſons manage publick 
Afﬀairs, and therefore in this cale many 
are concerned in one, and no wonder 
if God be concerned in many, and 
more concerned than 1n ſingle perſons ; 
We bave ten parts in the King, aid 
the ten Tribes : Every man hath an 

intereſt 
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Intereſt in the Prince ; every mans [In- 
tereſt is his, and his Intereſt is every 
mans 3 and being that a whole King- 
dom is the general concernment of a 
King, a King eſpecially is hereupon the 
eſpecial concernment of God. 

And therefore you may obſerve that 
God ſtiles Cyr&s his Shepherd, and his 
Anointed, although a Heathen, yet a 
King, and a King detigned to give de- 
liverance to his People ; for thus faith 
the Lord, He is my ſbepherd and ſhall 
perform my pleaſure. And again, thus 
ſaith the Lord to his anointed, to Cy- 
rw, whoſe right hand I have holden 
to ſubdue the nations before him. 

And upon this account was Foſtahb 
named betore he was born, becauſe to 
be born a King, and that for the pol- 


Iſa. 44-29. 


Iſfat. 45+ 1+ 


lution of the Altar at Bethel. And Fe- 1 Kings 


rezmviah the Prophet (for Prophets allo 
are publick perſons, being ſent upon 
publick concerns) 1s anftified trom the 
womb, and a particular Providence fixt 
upon him before he brake from be- 
tween the knees : For thus ſaith the 
Lord, Before I formed thee in the bel- 
ly I knew thee, before thou cameſt forth 
out of the womb, I ſandified thee, and 
T or- 
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I ordained thee a Prophet unto the na- 


Jer. 1- 5+ fions. 


And thus much for the ſecond mea- 
ſure of Divine Providence, which con- 
fiſts in that ſpecial regard that Divine 


_—Providence in this world ( tor fo far 


only my diſcourſe means) bears unto 
publick perſons more than unto perſons 
alrogether private. 

3. The third degree of this fame Pro- 
vidence is that which obſerves, governs, 
protetts wile and good men whether 
publick or private more than any that 
are not lo. 

[ do not ſay that good men do not 
ſometimes milcarry in their ſucceſs here 
i the world, for we ſee the contrary; 
and many reaſons may be given, why 
upon particular occalions, there may 
both general & particular calamities fall 
upon good men; but theſe particular oc- 
caſions being excepted, God doth or- 
dinarily bleſs, and dire&t, and protect 
the Righteous in a ſpecial manner be- 
yond the wicked, yea they go riſe by 
their falls, and gain by theirloſles, and 
draw an happineſs out of miſery it (elf. 
In two things theretore doth Divine 
Providence cngage it felf for good 
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men further than for the wicked. 

1. He vouchſafes a particular prote- 
tion and conduct unto them 1n all their 
dangers and neceſlities. 

2, When their particular miſcarri- 
ages, or ſome other occaſions do occa- 
tion Divine Providence to expoſe them 
to any calamity, yet doth calamity tend 
unto their good, ſo that they could 
lels have wanted their wants ſometimes 
than their ſupplies, and would have 
ſuffered more, had it not been for their 
very ſufferings : Hence that of the 


Plalmiſt, The Lord knoweth the way of val. 1. 6. 


the Righteous, but the way of the un- 
godly jhall periſh : He knows (viz.) 
he doth particularly approve the works 
of the Righteous, and upon that ap- 
probation doth particularly defend and 
protet them in their works. Thus 8 al- 
vian in his ſecond Book, Although God 
be the Governour of all in general, yet 
of them more particularly, who de- 
ſerve to be governed, that is, who de- 
ſerve better than others do : Read o- 
ver the Holy Scriptures, and you ſhall 
find no head in them more common 
than this, Gods particular care over the 
Righteous, 

He 
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Ia. 49.19. He bath engraven Sion won the 
palmy of his hands, and its walls are 
continually before him. Every good 
man is a particular and eſpecial part of 
, Godscare, He will not ſuffer the ſoul 
of the righteous to famiſh, but he caſt- 
eth away the ſubſtance of the wicked, 

Iſai. 3. 10, And again, Say ye to the Righteow i 

wo ſhall be well with him, for they ſhall 
eat and drink the fruit of their do- 
ings - But woe wnto the wicked, it 
ſhall be ill with him, for the reward of 
his hand ſhall be given him. And what 
is here promiſed was by David obſer- 

Pla. 37.25, ved, I have been young, and now am 
old, yet have T not ſeen the Righteous 
for ſaker,, mor hir ſeed begging bread. 

Tis true indeed, as an exception trom 
a general Rule, and upon particular 

2 Cor.g.2, Occalion, The Righteous may be tron- 

9 bled on every ſide, yet mot diſtreſſed; 
perplexed, but not in deſpair $ per ſecu- 
ted, but not forſaken; caſt down, but 
not deſiroy d. 

The Platoniſts tell us, That as men 
change their natures, and grow better 
or worle, ſo have they higher or lower 
Genii, or Angels, to oblerve and at- 
tend them. And ſo much is ſaid of $9- 

rates $ 
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erates's Genius, That it fill d the Anci- 
ents with matter of Diſcourſe, and 
Writing too. Thus much 1s certain, 
That good men are the particular care 
and charge of good Angels : For them 
the Morning Stars rile and fer, tor them 
the Angels move and reſt, tor them do 
thoſe ſwift Meſlengers of God go forth 


and return, For are they not all mi- 1, i114 


niſtring Spirits , ſent forth for them 
that ſhall be Heirs of ſalvation £ 
Read over the Stories of good men, 
and ſce how particularly Divine Provi- 
dence hath many times interpoſed for 
them, and what a difference hath been 
made between the good and the evil: 


Enoch walked with God (ayes the Gn.s, 24. 


Text) and he was not, for God took 
him. God had lo great a regard to 
a good man in an evil world, that he 
took him from men unto himſelf, by a 
rare and miraculous trantlation. The 
Windows of Heaven could not drown 


the world, before Noab had made an/ 


Ark, though the world was very wick- 
ed, and the Ark long in making (even 


a hundred and twenty years) For that Gen 5. 


he was a juſt man, and perfet in his © 
Generation, and walked with God. 
Ihe 
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The Angels of the Lord could not de- 
ſtroy Sodom, till Lot was (et out of 
the skirts of that deſtruction, Haſte 
thee, eſcape thither (to Zoar) for 1 
cannot do any thing till thou be come 
thither. And the very obſervation that 
St. Peter makes upon thoſe two great 
deliverances, of Noab from the tlood, 
and Lot out of Sodom, is this, The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the Gad- 
ly out of temptation, and to reſerve 
the unjuſt wnto the day of Judgment 
fo be paniſhed. As God hath given 
good men power to do miracles to fave 
the world, (o hath he done miracles 
himelt to ſave them. 

It 1s a known Story that Marces the 
Emperour relates in Jxſtin Martyr 's ic 
cond Apology, That the Armies of the 
Romans being parch'd with intolerable 
thirſt for five days together, having 
(during that time) had nowater at all, 
was indy refreihed by the prayers of 
the Chriſtians ; for no ſooner, ſays the 
Emperour, did they fall upon ther fa- 
ces 1n prayer toGod, but the Rain fell 
upon us and them, and the fame Cloud 
that was to us a refreſhing ſpring, was 
in the Encmics Camp hail and fire mixt 
together. | 
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Had there been ten righteous perſons 
in Sodom, Sodom had becn preſerved 
for their ſakes 3; for ſuch is the care of 
God towards good men, that he pre- 
ſerves them by a peculiar Providence, 
and their Relations too , for their 
lakes. 

And now to make ſome uſc of theſe 
ſeveral meaſures of Divine Providence. 

From the firſt degree of Providence 
over man more than over other Crea- 
tures,we might learn how much to love 
and value one another, ftince God values 
us1o much. Were this conlidered, fure- 
ly Great Men would ceaſe, at leaſt, to 
value the hte of a Horſe, or a Hawk, or 
a Dog, beyond the lite of a Page or 
a Groom. 

From the ſecond degree of Provi- 
dence, watching over publick perſons 
more than private, we learn, How great 
reſpe&t and reverence i to be had to 
them, and how great violence it is to 
Divine Providence to (light or hurt 
thoſe perſons, in whom that Providence 
s mainly concern'd. But it is the laſt 
degree of Providence that I (hall main- 
ly uſe, and uſe to this purpole, 

Thirdly, {t God engage his Provi- 
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dence in an eſpecial manner for the (e- 
curity and fafery of good men, Then 
never ſtep aſide from God for thy ſecu- 
rity, nor do thou forſake the way of 
righteouſneſs to flee and avoid the 
courſe of danger. He that forſakes his 
God that he may be fate, flies from 
latety for ſatety ſake, and runs into dan- 
ger for a deliverance. 

He that commits a (in, that he may a- 
void a danger, embraces what he hates, 
and courts the milchict which he fears. 

Divine Providence ſaves men becauſe 
they are good ; and therefore it is a 
madneſs to do evil for ſafety. To in is 
always a rebellion againſt Gods Will, 
but to (in for an advantage 1s to blat- 
pheme his Wiſdom too. It is to pro- 
vide againſt the proviſion of God, to 
ſecure our ſelves in peace by engaging 
in war againſt Gods Providence, and to 
hope for that.by doing evil, which God 
hath promiſed only to well doing. 
Take heed therefore of doing evil that 
good may come : Never think of fin- 
ning for thy profit, of doing unjuſtly 
tor thine advantage. Curſed 1 he that 
{wears a falſe oath to get a great eſtate, 
that wrongs his neighbour that he may 

be 
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berich, that debauches an Heir that he 
may buy his Lands, that flatters any 
mans (in that he may gain his favour, 
and fawns (like a Dog) upon an Em- 
perours luſts that he may obtainan inte- 
reſt in the Courrt. 

Secure thy ſelf as well as thou canſt, 
yet know there is no ſecurity againſt 
God: He will hunt thee in all thy by- 
_ he will trace all thy crooked ſteps, 

will find out all thy doublings, he 
will diſcover all thy ſhifts, he will dif- 
cern all thy lies, he will confute all thy 
policies, he will make thee a fool where 
thou thoughteſt to be wiſe, and catch 
thee where thou thoughteſt to be fate, 
and baffle thy crafts into infatuations, 
and turn thy ſecurities into dangers. 
Joab verily thought he had rarely con- 
lulted his intereſt m David, in the Ar- 
my, in the People, when he had remo- 
ved Abner, a brave Competitor, out of 
tis way, wounding him 1 the mid(t of 
embrace, and ſtabbing him in the arms 
of an endearment 3 but what was the 
end of this courteous cruelty 2 how 
&d ſmiling villany prove at the laſt ? 


129 


Let not his hoary head go down to the 1 Kin. 2. 
freve in peace, for that in peace he 5,6. 
K 


ſhed 
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ſhed the blood of war, and put the 


blood of war upon his girdle that wat 
about his loins, and in his ſhoor that 
were on his feet, 

And as David intimated , ſo Sole 
mon ated; though Joeb flieto the San- 
&ruary , yet doth the Sanftuary refuſe 
to protedt the prophane 3 ſo that his 
life 1s rent from him at the very hom 
of the Altar. Goto then, learn to do 
well always, and to truſt God in well 
doing with all thine intereſt whatſoe- 
ver, ec. 

If righteouſneſs will not defend thee, 
which moves by the pointing of Gods 
finger, and dwells under the palms of his 
hand, how ſhould (in ever protect thee 
which throws thee out of the protech- 
on of Divine Providence? A bad caule 
will in time befool the wiſeſt, and dil- 
arm the (trongeſt, and rune the great- 
eſt man upon earth. , 

Achitopbel himſelf cannot ſucceſsful 
ly adviſe in an evil Cauſe, either he 

ll miſtake, or be miſtaken. 

The greateſt Stateſman is a Fool in 
oppoſition to God, and Legions of Ar- 
mies are but a ſwarm of flies, for the 
defence of an unrightcous end. 
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To be ſhort. Evil is a thing utterly 
indefenfible, the Sword cannot defend, 
the Bow cannot give protection, it 
breaks the Spear 1 the arms of the 
wgatY, and makes the Horſe throw his 
Rider 4 1t mutinies in the Camp, it 
fleeps upon the Guard, it ſhrinks in the 
Battle 3 1tis weak againſt its enemy, and 
ſtrong againſt it let; ſo that the high- 
eſt mountains cannot make a Fort, nor 
all the Quarries in the Earth wall it a- 
bout with ſafety. Commit thy ſelf 
therefore unto God in well doing ;, Sin 
not, (Regni cauſa) no not for a King- 
dome ; ſtep not out of the way of Ju- 
ſtice, though to cut a Scepter out of 
a hedge of thorns: Be fo honeſt as to 
dare to do well, and truſt God ; and 
be content that Gods Providence 
ſhould maintain thee without other 
mens Goods, and juſtifie thee without 
a Lie, and defend thee without aninju- 
fy to thy Neighbour, and fave thee 
without the aflittance of thy fin. 
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Preached at Weſtminſter be- 
fore the honourable Houle 
of Commons , Fan. 3o. 


1664. 
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The breath of our noſtrils, the anoint- 
ed of the Lord was taken in their 
pits, of whom we ſaid, Under his 
ſhadow we ſhall live among the 
heathen. 


T HE Jews tell us, that the ſpy 
rit of the Lord departed from 
Jacob upon his ſorrow for the 
loſs of his Son Joſeph, and 
that the ſpirit reſteth not but upon a 
glad and gratctul mind ; but that Rule 
1s contuted by this Book of the Lamen- 


tations, 
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tations, where we find the Prophet in- 
fpired by ſighs, the Prophecie written 
in tears, and the ecſtaſie of ſorrow 1#rn- 
id into a prophetical Viſton. Every 
line ſeems to be blotted with blood, and 
every (top to be made with a fob, and 
every word to be ſpoken by the mouth 
if a gaping wound. Iſrael had now a 
great while agoe been carried into. B4- 
hylon, and now Babylon was come to 
jJadah,and Feruſalem the Metropolis of 
judah had been a great while beſieged 
by the Babylonian without, walted 
and conſumed by Famine within, many 
umes had they endured the allaults of 
their enemies, and often had they been 
alaulted by their own fears ; at laſt 
the Famine creeps in upon them, enters 
upon the bowels of the armed men, 
turns the fort into a priſon, and for- 
ceth them to ſally out upon death, to 
[torm their own dangers, and to in- 
vade dc{trudtion for deliverance; then 
$s the City forſaken of the King, for. 
Gken of Zedekiah the laſt of Davids 
kne before the captivity ; then 1s the 
Ling forſaken of his Army, he flics a- 
way by night, he 1s purſued by the 
enemy, he 1s overtaken in the purkut, 

n 2 Ie 
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he is carried to Riblab, his Sons are 
hin before his eyes, his eyes are then 
immediately put out, that this ſad im- 
preſſion might never be blotted out by 
any other ſight whatever; he is carried 
to Babylon mn chains, and he draws out 
the reſt of his life in ſorrow and miſe- 
ry 3 all which calamities were ſo much 
the more grievous, in that they fell up- 
on this King quite contrary to expetta- 
tion : for they did then expect it ſeems 
that the Scepter of this Prince ſhould 
have ſprouted out a ſhadow under 
which they ſhould have lived among, 
and in deſpite of the Heathen. This 
ſtory I confeſs is not altogether parallel 
to our Caſe which we this day lament ; 
but then fure I am it is more than paral- 
lel toit : We were not indeed carried 
captive into a ſtrange land, but we were 
captives in our own Country ; we were 
not carried to Babylon, but Babylon 
and Confuſion were brought to us, we 
were exiles at home.in our own Coun- 
trey yet baniſhed ; ſlaves under the ti- 
tleof liberty. The King indeed was not 
exiled, and his Sons (lain, but he him- 
ſelf murthered, and PRE 
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Ling was robbed of his life, and the 
Kingdom robbed of the King, and the 
true and ri heir was robbed and 
deprived of his Ki 3 and there- 
bre now that you ſee darknefs ſitting 
upon every brow, the wings of ſorrow 
hovering over all our eyc-lids, and 
ears ready to guſh out of all our 
eyes 3 wonder not at it, for the Text 
faves a reaſon of all, For the breath of 
mr noſtrils, the anointed of the Lord 
vas taken in the pits, &c. which 
yords contain a great Lamentation, and 
that Lamentation expreſleth, 

I. The principal cauſe of our grief 
it ſelf, The breath of our noſtrils, 
the anointed of the Lord was ta- 
ken in the pits. 

2. The remarkable cucumſtance ag- 

avating the grief, of whow we 
Fid Under his ſhadow we ſhall 
live among the Heathen; that is 
to lay, among our Enemies. 
The grief it (elf is expreſicd : 

:. By a deſcription of the perſon 5 
He was the breath of onr noſtrils, the 
eointed of the Lord. | 

2. By a declaration of the fall it 
ſelf, he was taken in their pits. 

K 4 Where 
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Where we mult conſider, 

1. The pits themſelves : 2. the per- 
ſons whoſe thoſe pits were, their pits: 
3. the falling into them, he was taken 
in their pits : Thus ſtands the prin 
cipal cauſe of their grief. 

2, The circumſtance whereby that 
griet was aggravated, was the defeat of 
their hopes and expefations from that 


| 


perſon ; of whom we ſaid, Under bis | 


ſhadow we ſhill live among the Hee 
then. 

Where we will confider, 

1. How juſt and reafonable that ex- 
pectation was. 

2. How that juſt expectation was 
defeated. 

3. How the like defeats may for the 
future be prevented. 

And now to begin with that which 
ſtands in the front of the Text : If you 
turn back your eyes upon the perlon 
there mentioned , you find the true 
character of our late Royal Soveraign 
{tampt in two deſcriptions : 

1. Deſcribing his relation to us,ſtiles 
him the breath of our noſtrils. 

2. Repreſenting his relation to God, 
calleth tim the anointed of the _ 


AUS ws 


"Om 


” WY CY My TS 


On Lam. 4+ 5» 


The firſt expreſſion is borrowed from 
Geneſis 2. 7. where God having torm'd 
Adams body out of the dult of the 
ground, 1s there ſaid to have breathed 
into his noſtrils the breath of lift, and 


fo man became a living ſoul : he hilt 


rallies up the ſcatterd atomes of dult, 
forms it into the ſhape of the body of 
a man, and then inſpires that body 
with the breath of Lite, and quickens 
man by that Inſpiration ; it ſeems then 
what the Soul is to the Body, fuch is 
the King to the Kingdom, the principle 
of Life, the ſpring ot Motion, the vi- 
tal fountain of all Power and Activity ; 
and again, ſuch as the Body without 
the Soul, ſuch is the Kingdom withaut 
the King, a lifeleſs and (catter'd heap of 
bones, a maſs of ruines and contuſions; 
well might the Nation he like a body 
in the grave, like dead mens bones 
thrown 1nto a charnel-houſle, when the 
Soul of Soveraignty was departcd from 
It ; well might every Sphere grow black, 
and every order of men grow into con- 
fuſion and diſorders when the Sun it 
ſelf was thus eclipſed, and when the 
light of his brow was withdrawn from 
us 3 we mult needgftaint and languilh, 
we 
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we muſt needs expire in gafpi o- 
nies, when the breath np + 
was fled away : And all this the rather, 
when we conhder, that he that was the 
breath of our noſtrils was alſo the a- 
nointed of the Lord, intitled to a 
Crown by Royal birth, and conſecra- 
ted to that title alſo by Solemn Un&- 
on. Thus were the Kings and Prieſts 

the Jews anointed to therr ſeve- 
ral , the Prieſts in the form of 
the Greek letter X, and the Kings 
had the oyl poured forth on them 1n 
the form of a Crown; yet when the 
Kingdom ner Inheritance, the Son 
was not anointed King, unleſs where 
the Title was called in queſtion, as Solo- 
wons was by Adonijeb, and Foftab's b 
Athaliah, and Jehoaz's, by 7e ojadeb, 
which was the reaſon as one obſerves 
why they did anoint Solomon, Joaſh & 
Feboaz, while other Kings as rightful 
and true as they were not anointed : 
But thus had our late Soveraign a juſt 
Title, a Solemn Union and rao, 
tion too, yet could not that facred Un- 
QiorFſerve the Royal brow from bold 
atfronts, yet could not the Royal 
Crown 


On Lam. 4. 5- 


Crown defend the Sovereign Head 
_ — gn——_ yet could 
not the er it (elf awe the bloody 
and wy Sword, yet could not the 
Command of God , the Authority of 
Laws, the Love of Peace, the Fear of 
War, obſtru& the attempts of wicked 
men ; the ſnares are laid, the Pits are 
digged, and the breath of our Noſtrils, 
' the anointed of the Lord, was taken in 
' thoſe Pits. And here we muſt confider 
according to the method laid down, 

I. What thoſe Pits were. 

2. By what fort of men they were 
di | 

3. The fall of our excellent Sove» 
reign into them. 

The Pits themſelves were ſecret and 
open violence; for rhus are feditions 
perſons wont to do, firſt to reproach 
and then to ſtrike : They are wont to 
dreſs up their Prince m the deformities 
of ther own mind, of their own ca- 
lumnies; they fpit ther own venome 
upon him, and that to make him ſtink 
of their own breath, and miſhape him 
with thetr own miſhapen concerts; to 
blot and blacken him with therr own 
reproaches, to furrow him with the 

wrinkles 
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wrinkles of their own brow, and then 
to cry out, The Enemy of the Lord, 
The Enemy of the Lord, Such were 
the ſnares that were firſt twiſted for our 
late Royal Sovereign. Sometimes he 
s a ſoft and eaſe Creature, he is led 
and abuſed by ill Counſel, a Ruler ru- 
led by other mens pathons, a Maſter 

vern'd by the Lults of his Servants, 
that played and pleaſed himſelt with 
the Scepter, and gave them the Sword. 
Sometimes again he is a roaring Lion, 
a herce Tyrant, devouring the fleſh, 
and ſucking the blood, and breaking 
the bones of his innocent Subjects. 
Sometimes he is a Favourer of the 
Churches enemies, ſecretly inclining to 
Romiſh Superſtitions, at leaſt, if not 
of that Religion; he is a carnal, ſen- 
fual Man; A Man of no Religion at 
all. When theſe aſperſions had black- 
en'd Majelty , and Majeſty was diſgra- 
ced by this blackne(s, and made weak- 
er by that diſgrace, and more ealie 
to be attempted by reaſonof that weak- 
neſs; from lecret calumnies, they break 
out into open violence, and the ſpark 
that had hitherto hid it ſelf in aſhes, 
mounts up into a tall flame, and ſpreads 
It 
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it ſelf through the whole Nation. Now 


| the firſt Clod of the Pit is digged, and 


| now doth the Grave begin to open its 


—_— 


1 


—— 


mouth 3 and yet the Sepulchre mult be 
varniſhed over, the Grave mult be co- 
vered with a fair Inſcription, the Glory 
of the King, the Priviledges of the Par- 
liament, the Liberty of the Subject, the 
Purity of Religion : Theſe are written 
upon the face ot the delign, and what- 
ever they might be that did pothbly in- 
tend theſe things, yet certainly notthoſe 
that did prove the Parricides, at leaſt 
they did never intend it; yet notwith- 
ſtanding far be it from them, fay they, 
to invade the Royal Right, far be it 
from them to rob the leaſt Jewel out of 
the Crown, to clip the wings of Sove- 


; reign Honour, or to touch the ve 


hem of his Garment. No, God had 
ſet the Crown upon his head, and they 
would crown the Crown again with 
great Luſtre. God had put the Sword 
wto his hands, and would but he put it 
into theirs, they would whet it upon 
the very Threſhold of the Sanctuary, 
and make it keen again(t his enemics ; 
that is to fay, they would blunt it to 
make it ſharp, they would weaken him 
to 
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to make him (ſtrong, they would di. 
him for his honour , and leſſen 

im to make him great ; they would 
take the power all into their own hands 
to make him powerful, the Priviledges 
of Parliament alſo they would preſerve, 
and that by the and invaſion of 
thoſe Priviledges. Alſo firſt the whole 
witual Order is thrown out of the 
ſe of Lords, and then the Lords 
themſclves are thrown out of the Houſe 
too ; and all this for the preſervation of 
Priviledges. The Parliament is fplit 
and cloven in the midſt 5 and this for 
the preſervation of the Right of Par- 
liaments : and then this cloven ſhiver of 
Parliament is hewed and chipped over 


and over again. Some of the Members | 


were impriſoned , ſome baniſhed , o- 
thers feared into a baſe compliance, till 
at laſt they had made theraſeves vile and 
odious enough to the eyes of the peo- 
ple, and by fo doing loſt all their inte- 
reſt, and then are they alſo thrown out 
of the Houſe, and expoſed to ſcorn and 
contempt of them by whom they were 
before feared and hated ; yet all this 
while the Liberty and Freedom of the 
People 1s proclaimed in every Street, 


preached 
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ed in every Pulpit, engraven vu 

on the Priſon Walls, in(cr! ads 
very Swords; the Nation is inthrall'd, 
the Laws are trampled upon for the pre- 
ſervation of Right, Jultice is violated 
for its own ſecurity , Oaths are broken 
for the conſervation of Faith, the Peo- 
—_ oppreſied for the Peoples wel- 

, the Nation is inſnared for the Na- 
tions Liberty, are without all juſt 
Authority 0 d, ſqueez'd, taxed, 
burthened, and impoveriſhed, they are 
forced to maintain a tyranny overt 
(elves, and all this allo for their own 


Liberty. 
If theſe things ſeem ſtrange, and con- 
traditions to every mans common ſenſe 


| and experience, it they cannot be fo 


far infatuated as to ie againſt 
their own ſenſe, and el againſt their 
own feeling , it they cannot believe 
their oppreſſion to be their caſe, their 
thraldom and vaſlalage to be their li- 
berty, if they cannot apprehend tyran- 
ny to bea lawful power, and know jult 
contrary to their own knowledge, yet 
this they may be ſure of, Rehgion ſhall 
flouriſh, Truth ſhall be cſtabliſthed, and 
the Goſpel ſhall run and be glorthed. 


Religion 
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Religion is painted upon every Brow» 
Religion prefaceth every Speech, Re- 
ligion covereth every delign, Holineſ7 
to the Lord is engraven upon the Bri- 
dles of the Horſes, and the Helmet is 
turned into a Mitre, and Infallibility is 
iſpired into the ſound of the Trum- 
pet': Now Chnits Ambaſladours are 
rlecuted for Chriſts ſake, the Mini- 
ers are contemned for the honour of 
the Goſpel, Errours broached for the 
propagation - of the Faith, and the 
Church is wounded for the Churches 
health. In the meantime great promi- 
les, glorious pretences,and brave words 
do {trangely amuſe and raviſh the peo- 
ple. Thele impoſtures ſerve to flatter 
them, to cover the ſnare till the Bird 
was taken, to amuſe and aſtoniſh the 
People, till they were robbed of the 
King , and their own Liberty. Thus 
you have feen the Pits that were dig- 
ged, and how they were covered. Alſo 
they were made by (ſecret calumnics and 
open violence; and yet theſe caluranies, 
and that violence alſo, were covered o0- 
ver with glorious Titles, The Glory of 
the King, the Priviledges of Parliament, 
Liberty ot the People, the —__ 
all 
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and advancement of true Religion, 

Paſs we now from the view of the 
Pits, unto the conhderation of thoſe 
perſons whoſe thoſe Pits were. Whom 
| ſhall no otherwiſe deſcribe, but only 
by a deſcription of thoſe Principles 
whereby they ated, and which natu- 
rally incline to the fame actions 3 and 
| ſhall deſcribe thoſe Principles rot for 
revenge, but only that for the future 
we may avoid thern. 

It was the firſt Principle of theſe Per- 
ſonsto have no eſtabliſhed Principles at 
all;that they might live fally by occaſi- 
on, and aft according to opportunity of 
atfairs, according to the pulſe and ſug- 
geſtion of their own private intereſts. 
| do not beheve, I muſt confeſs, that 
there were any men of any fetled Judg- 
ment (abating ſuch as might be ated 
by Jelutical Counlels) that ever de- 
ſigned to dip their little finger in the 
Kings Blood, this I would ſpeak for the 
honour of the Engliſh Nation, or that 
wilfully oftheir own accord would have 
contributed to this Deſign. No, the 

rſons thatuſed to contrive this wicked 

reaſon are generally perſons of no (ct- 
ted, no eſtabliſhed opinions, men thac 
L have 
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have ſhifted (as they themſelves uſe to 
ſpeak) through al forms , travelled 
gh all opinions, drunk of all wa- 
ters, till are intoxicated with En- 
thuſiaſm and deluſion. Such were thoſe 
filthy Dreamers, who are faid by St. 
Jud, to deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities : And ſuch are they 

2 Pet.2.10 alſo, as St. Peter tells us, who deſpiſe 
Government , preſumptnons are they, 
ſelf-willed;, they are not afraid to 

ſpeak evil of Dignities. Thele are 

thoſe filtby Dreamers that receive their 

own Dreams as the viſion of the Lord, 
that warm themſclves at their own hire, 
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paſſion ; think there is no other 
guſt of the Holy Ghoſt but that which 
lowsin a tempc{t, that there is no hight 
like that which breaks forth of a Clap 
of Thunder; they have no other opini- 
on but what the Winds blow into them, 
and as the Winds are changed fo are 
their opinions changed allo. The faſt- 
er they reſolve, they more they break 
their own reſolutions. To day they are 
of one opinion, to morrow of another, 
and the next day of no opinion at all : 
Today they are all clouds andall gore | 
new, 


and inſpire themſelves by-their own = 
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neſs, they believe they know, and yet 


they reſolve nothing :; to morrow they 
xe inſpired by thew own heats, and 
they reſolve under their own A 


tions, and at what they pleaſe, > $oee 
or wg or wrong under thoſe re- 


tions As their firſt principle was 
I no principle at all, but ſuch as 
hance, and the rules of their own prt- 
nte intereſt ſuggeſted to them : 
$o the { Principle is, when they 
have fancied their own Opinions as 
wod and lawful ends, then they uſe 
ny means whatſoever, whether good 
| evil, whether r ther right or or wrong, for 
the gaining ends which they 
haye (o cd But this they will do, 
will amend, they will oy ,the 
noe _ 1s amils z; Yes, 4 
then they will do that allo that good 
nay be done, that is to (ay, they will 
till a man to fave his life, they will 
tmn themſelves for the good of their 
vuls, they will climb downwards, and 
that from Heaven, and travel home- 
wards the quite contrary way. They 
Twuſt firſt make themſelves wicked, thet 
they may prepare themſelves to be 


hghteous , they mult be evil that they 
| L 2 may 
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may be good. they muſt be what they 
delign, and yet they mult be the very 
thing deligned 3 the means mult forget 
the end, and themſelves mult fi 
what they intend, and that with 
very intention roo, that they may re- 
member it ; and who then can wonder 
at the miſcarriages and miladventure 
of this principle in the world, whe 
then can bring a clean-thing out of an 
unclean 2 Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thiſtles? if men wil 
break Gods Law for Gods ſake, pull 
down the Magiſtrate to advance Chriſt, 
break a part of the Commandments of 
the Goſpel to advance the whole, take 
the Kingdoms of the world by war to 
give them to the Prince of Peace, what 
then can be expetted, but ſuch a Re 
formation as ſhall honour God by bla 
phemy, to deſtroy all Religion for its 
preſervation? For to pretend to extrt 
ordinary times and ends to warrant ex- 
traordinary means, that 1s, warrant un 
lawful means for their promotion 3 this 
1s to force Religion to commit a rape 
upon it (clf, ro ſtab it (elt with its own 
hand, to cure its diſeaſes with a mortal 
wound. 

3. The 
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3. The next principle is doing evil 
that good may come of it, and break- 
ng _ that we may the better ob- 
erve them, it is a cluſter of the ſame 
gape, and it is this; Temporal Rights 
xe founded in Grace, and the world 
telongs to the faithful. They firlt (well 
bem(ſclves with ſtrong fancy, and this 
_ fancy they call faith, and by this 

aith they believe the world is theirs, 
nd theirs only, as though all other 
pen did rob their own eſtates, and ear, 
ad drink, and wear clothes by felony, 
nd enjoy their own by uſurpation, 
but they are willing to give the world 
v Chriſt, that they may take it back 
in to themſelves, they will make 
km rich that they may make themſclves 
bis heirs, and that they may inherit his 
laberitance. 

4. Nor may we doubt but as the 
ſews went to the Philiſtins to ſharp 
their tools, ſo theſe men went to Rome 
wo whet the Axe, and borrowed an ar- 
ww out of the Rowan quiver (ecretly 
to ſhoot the Lords anointed. The very 
yords of the fourth Lateran Council 
we theſe : 8i vero Dominws, Cc. that 
s, It a temporal Lord bein g requ red 
L 3 
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to and admoniſhed by the Church ſhall 
refule to purge the Land from heretical 
pravity, let him be excommunicated by : 
the Metropolitan, and bis Comprovin- 
cials z*then it he rcdorm not in a vears 
ſpace, let this be ſ1gnified to the Pope, 
that from henceforth he may pronounce 
his Subjects free from their Allegia 
and may expoſe his Lands to be 

ſed by Catholicks. Theſc are the Prin- 
ciples of the Roman Church, and their 
practices (as is well known) have been 
ſutable to theſe principles in this and 
in other Nations : Thete were the 
Rices of our late Parricides,and theſe 
ices did no doubt flow 1n effe&t 
theſe ſame principles; when their Prince 
ſhall have forfeited their good will, be 
ſhall ſoon have forfeited Gods favour | | 
warrant you in their thoughts, and 
they will ealtly make themſelves rebels 
againſt him when they have made him 
a rebel again(t God. Thus they cheat- 
ed themſelves by falſe Principles, and 
abuſed others by falſe pretences 3 they 
drew on one evil by another, and fin- 
ned themſelves daily into a neceffty of 
further finsz having firſt aſperſed the 
King with unjuſt Calumnies, haying 
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roſccuted him with Armies, and hay- 

g overtaken him in that proſecution, 
having one while flatter'd him, another 
while threatned him, having thus en- 
deavoured to cheat him and amuze the 
people; then the mouth of the pit was 
opened, and then doth Royal Majeſty 
deſcend into the duſt, and the Glory, 
and Peace, and Safety of the Nation is 
buried in the fame grave with him: 
How then did all Loyal hearts throb 
and tremble, bow did all faces gather 
blackneſs that were not ſteel'd with 
rebellion and impudence ! how then 
did the whole Land fit like a widow, 
black, and deſolate, and forſaken, when 
the Cedar was hewn from the top of 
Lebanon, when the ſhadow thereof 
was taken away ! how many hu 
weeds grew up in its place, and how 
did the thorny bramble ſuck up our 
juyce, and tear our fleſh, how were 
we then left to the doubtful Titles of 
fighting ſwords, to the hunger of bold 
and dy ambition? How were we 
emptied from veſlel to vellel, how 
were we melted like wax by theſe de- 


| vouring fires, ſqueezed and oppreſt by 


theſe greater hands , moulded into all 
L 4 ſhapes, 
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ſhapes, ſhifred into all forms of Ga- 
vernment, one while bearing upon our 
backs the burdens of many, and then 
of one, and then- again of many op- 
prefiors ? how were we griped by e- 
veral hands, devoured by many mouths, 
eaten up and ſwallowed down by 9- 
thers, even by them that had diſgor. 
ged us a little before ? Thus were we 
devoured by the ſword when the Sce- 
pter was broken ; thus were we ridden 
by Servants when the Maſter was fal- 
len, and this fall we this day lament; 
For the breath of our noſtrils, the a- 
mointed of the Lord was taken in their 
pit, ec. Thus much may ſerve for the 
firſt part of the Text, which contains 
the principal cauſe of our grief, for our 
late dread Soveraign is fallen into the 
pits of the enemy. We come to the 
ſecond, where we have the remarkable 
circumſtances, greatly vating our 
priet; for of him we faid, Under his 
ſhadow we ſhill live among the Hea- 
then + And here according to the me- 
thod propounded we muſt conſider : 

1. How juſt and reaſonable our ex- 
peation was. h 

2. How that juſtexpeCation wasde- 
feared, 2. How 
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3. How the like defeats may for the 
| future be prevented. 

For the firſt, His title to the Crown 
was as ſure and as firm as the root of 
the mountains, and left no ground for 
diſpute to cavil it felt; his perſon was 
innocent as his title was jutt 3 he had 
jultly provoked no mans hatred or ani- 
molity ; his royal wiſdom, courage and 
conduct were very high, and ſuch as 
one would have thought might irreſfilt. 
ably have raiſed him above the at- 
tempts of the talleſt ambition; there 
was great realon why every good man 
ſhould love, why every evil man ſhould 
fear, and why every man whatever 
{ſhould reverence and honour him; had 
his title been dqubtful, diſputes might 
have been raiſed , had his reign been 
tyranmcal, hatred might have prevail- 
ed, had his ability been weak, ambition 
might have been incouraged agamlt 
him; but where cavil it felt could not 
diſpute, where na juſt grudge or animo- 
fity could ariſe, where the greateſt am- 
bition could take no reaſonable incou- 
ragement to conl{pire a revenge, where 
the Laws of God, the Laws of Man, the 
_ fecurity of the Nagion, the fafery of 
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every mans Right did all conſpire to- 
gether to fix our hopes upon him, and 
raiſe mighty expeCtations from thoſe 
hopes, — did we expett to hive 
fecurely is ſhadow, and what 
could thoſe misfortunes be that could 
defeat our expeQtations? To find an 
anſwer to this queſtion leads me to 
a ſecond particular, how our juſt ex- 
pectation was defeated ; the anſwer is 
too obvious : We had long and great- 
ly proved the patience of God by moſt 
enormous and crying ſins, we were alſo 


ſtrangely tickled with ſtrong deſires of 
rm and innovations among our 
felves. For a long time we were a 


Nation bleſſed with Wiſe and Happy 
Princes, God had bleſſed thoſe Princes 
with peace, that peace had filled the 
Nation with wealth, and furniſht our 
laſts with ſtore of matter to work up- 
on; atlaſt we thought our ſelves faſten- 
ed and fetter'd by the very bonds of 
Peace, and began to dream that we 
ſhould forget the as of war, and that 
we might be prepared leſt we ſhould 
be attempted by others, we would try 
and exerciſe thoſe arts upon our ſelves, 
and find or make enemies at home : 
Thus 
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Thus we grew weary of oar own reſt, 
and made war upon our own peace, 
becauſe cruel to our own mercics, fet- 
zed upon the blefiings of God, and 
then armed thoſe bleſhings into a rebel- 
hon againlt God. Feſurun waxed fat 
and kicked, &c. Indeed we were ſwel- 
led with pride, inflamed with ambitt- 
on, blackned with malice, and pined 
with envy, fretted with animoſines, 
vexed with whilperings and jealouhes, 
overflowed with drankennek, deluged 
with prophaneneſs, ſpotted with adul- 
teries, polluted with fornications, infa- 
mous by perjuries, ſtigmatiz'd and black- 
ned with prophane oaths and blafphe- 
mies, then God gave us over to our fins, 
and our fins delivered us up to puniſh- 
ment 3 he left us to our luſts, and 
they broke out and ſet us all on fire, 
James 4.1. For from thence come wars 
and fightings, even of your [uſts that 
war in your members ; As we were 
{trangely bold and infolent again(t God, 
ſo did we vehemently long afrer no- 
velties and innovations among our 
ſelves. Good Lord, how petulant, how 
Kching and ſharp were thoſe humours 
that then began to break out in mw 
an 
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ſcabs and ulcers upon us ! Every man 
would be a reformer, and every man 
would reform every other man but not 
himſelf : Every man could counſel a 
King, and govern a State, and reform 
a Biſhop, and rule a Church, and inter- 
pret the Scriptures, and teach it a ſenſe 
that it knew not before, and confute 
the Text by the interpretation; the 
flocks could feed their Shepherds, and 
Children inſtrut their Parents, Ser- 
vants rule their Maſters, and Saxl him- 
ſelf out-prophelie the Prophets, and e- 
very man was learned without learn- 
ing, and m——y without knowledge, 
every man could govern his govern- 
ours, and teach his teachers how he 
would be taught, then did every man 
go to the Altar to kindle his flame, and 

ch a coal from thence to ſet the San- 
Quary it (elf on fire, then was Religi- 
on drawn into contradiction to it felt ; 
Faith made ſubſervient to diſtinguiſh 
Love, and Charity baniſh'd to fetch 
home Truth; then did we hate one an- 
other for the Love of God, then did 
we fin to make ſure of ſalvation, break 
Chriſts precepts for Chriſts rewards, 
imbrace ruine for fafcties ſake, and run 
into 
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into danger for ſecurity. Thus you 
have ſeen what expeCtations we had to 
live under the ſhadow of ourlate Roy- 
al Sovereign, and how theſe expettatt- 
ons were defeated. 

3. In the next place ſce how the like 
Defeats may be for the future prevent- 
ed. 

1. Our late puniſhments tell us we 
muſt reform our fins, otherwiſe a con- 
tinuance of the ſame fins may (nay I 
doubt will) renew the like judgments 
upon us. Behold, faith our Saviour to 


the impotent man, thou art made whole, Joh. 5.14. 


fin no more , leſt a worſe thing come 
untothee: Thou haſt ſinned, and thoſe 
ſins have brought puniſhments, and 
thoſe puniſhments arenow removed and 
taken away z take thou heed ot a relapſe, 
leſt a return of thy fins bring a return 
of thy puniſhment upon thee. You 
heard what thoſe (ins werethat brought 
our laſt miſeries upon us: Have we re- 
formed and forſaken thoſe fins ? have 
we not rather encreaſed the firlt heap, 
and put out our fins to uſury, that fo 
we might reap our puniſhments with 
encreaſe ? Have we not brooded over 
the ſame neſt of evils to warm the Cock- 
atriIce 5 
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again, and to give a new 
—_— ſting unto the fiery 


of Serpent 2? we there not new 

moos Jp hor invented daily > Are 
Sn not new Schools of iniquity daily 
crefted, where the art of fin is delive- 
red by rule, and men are taught how 
they may wiſely _ — and 
__ e ly prov God, and 

curfe' themſelves fond _ diſpleaſure ? 
Are not men taught to put their own 
damnation into their prayers, and in- 
ltead of imploring Gods Grace, to beg 
of him (1 tremble to ſpeak it) ro damn 
them Body and Soul for ever ? How 
many are there that endeavour to put 
Prophaneneſs into Rhetorick , and to 
teach Blaſphemy to ſpeak with Elo- 
quence, that know no other Breeding 
but to (in with impudence , no other 
Bravery but to be brave again(t God, 


and vahantly to ſtorm the Gates of 


Hell, and charge upon their deſtructi- 
on? Tell it not in Geth, publiſh it not 
in the ſtreets of Arkalon , liſt the 
Dawghters of the Philiflins and the wn- 
circ wwciſed be gled. Certainly the e- 
nemiecs of our peace have no greater en- 
couragement againſt us, than to oy 
than 
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than to find us, at open war with God. 
Their fins, ſay they, will provoke God, 
when God is provoked he will deſert 
them, and when they are deſerted by 
him we ſhall prevail againſt them. 
May all thoſe that are in Places of 
Power and Authority, and may You, 
Moſt Noble Senators, as faithfully ſerve 
God, as you have, to your immortal 
honour, Loved your King, May you 
ſo endeavour to repreſs m—— E- 
vils, as that the enemies of our peace 
may be as much delightcd in theſe h_ 
s they have been in other things. 
2. As publick Afairs belong to pub- 
ck Perſons, ſo do the private. Hold 
off the unskilful hand from the Helm 
of the Ship, and leave the Pilot to 
ſteer his own Courſe. We well know 
the miſchief that ariſeth from making 
Laws without and againſt the Law-Ma- 
ters, the miſeries that came by labour- 
ng for Order by Confuſion, and 
dy hewing out the Corner Stones, and 
ubverting the very foundation, that 
by that means we might build up the 
tabrick. Popular Reformation, and 
religious Tumults are hatched by a dark 
ire ; They begin in diſcontent, they 


proceed 


159 


Rom.j 4-2. 


SERMONIYV. 


proceed in phrenſie, and they end if! | 


ruine and deſolation. - Publick Afairs 
in the hands of private perſons are like 
the Cenſer in the hands of Uzzi4h, 
they breed a tumult in the Sanctuary, 
and bring a Leproſie upon a Mans own 
Brow. Theretore m thethird place, 

3. To point out a way as leading to 
ſolemn peace and ſettlement 3 and that 
is this, Live peaceably under the (ha- 
dow of that Excellent Prince, whom 
Nature hath made gentle, whom Afﬀii- 
hon hath made wile, whom Wondetys 
have preſerved ; and whoiti Miracles 
have reſtored to us. [t he were a Ne- 
ro St. Paul would charge us we ſhould 
not reſiſt, and would charge reſiſtance 
with Damnation. When Government 
ceaſeth,Laws are filent, Mens Rights are 
undetermined. When Mens Rights are 
otherwiſe determined, they muſt be de- 
termined by War, and the Determina- 
tions of War are juſt and reafonable. 
Shall I that am armed think on Laws? 
faid Pozrpey of old, who, as Grotiae 
hath obſerved, was a very modeſt man. 
Government is the Bread we eat, the 
Drink we drink, and the Cloaths we 
wear 3 It 1s our quiet, our (ecurity M 
[ 
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the day, and is as our (ſleep and our re- 


= in the night z and even thoſe very 
ſons that are moſt diſcontented a- 
mong us, they themſelves could not 
with ſafety either fleep or wake, did 
not the Wings of Government hover 
over them. I ſhall adde but one refle- 
| cr a | ang $to 
our t ts that are owing to the Ca- 

lamities of this Day. th 
There have been five Kings of Eng- 
land murthered ſince the Conquelt, Ed- 
ward Il. Richard Il. Henry VI. Ed- 
werd V. and our late Royal Sovereiga. 
The Murtherers of whom found thoſe 
rewards that were proper and ſuitable to 
their Work. Fdwerd IL. was murthe- 
red by the Lord Matravers and Tho- 
mas Gurnay, by the advice and ath(t- 
ance of the Lord Roger Mortimer; the 
Lord Matravers fled the Land, and 
dyed in milery, Gurnay Was taken at 
Marſeilles, and killed at Sea, and Mor- 
timer was, by Sentence of Parliament, 
hang'd at Tyburn. Richard I. by in- 
timation from Henry IV. as it is faid, 
was murthered by one Sir Thomes Per- 
rotts, but found that he that loved the 
Treaſon hated the Traytor, grew mad 
M himſclt 
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himſelf in bitter thoughts, and periſh. 


ed mthe Tower. Hemry VI. was killed 
by the hands of the Duke of Glowce- 
er, and afterwards Kichard II. whoſe 

, you know , was (hed by the 
Sword, as he had ſhed the blood of o- 
thers. Edward V. who was proclaim- 
ed, though not crowned King, was, by 
the Command of the fame Kichard, 
murthered by Sir Jawes Tyrrel}, Miles 
Horace, and Robert Duck. Tyrrell 
was for his Treaſon beheaded in the 
Tower, Horace dyed away piece by 
piece, and Dwck dycd in great milery 
at Calis. What became of our late Par- 


ricides | need not tell you 3 your (clves 
know as well as I. 
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rendering evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing, but contrariwiſe 
bleſſing, knowing that ye are there- 
wwto called, that ye ſhould inherit a 
bleſſang. 


HE Apoſtle having in the for- 
mer _—_ OY tied up, 
and bound the arms and hands 
of deſtroying harms ; here be 
up the lips and ſtops the mouth of 
ring words; for evil, it is never 
nll it be utterly deſtroyed, it 
like a worm or ſerpent that lives a 
inet hife in every diſtin& part ; and 
it muſt be particularly killed 
every particular part, le{t otherwiſe 
tdo retain life in ſome part or mem- 
tr. Therefore I ſay the Apoltte hay- 
ng cut the comb that drew on one evil 
ion after another, in theſe words ( or 
railing for railing he clips the wag 
M 2 ) 
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of railing and 0 words th 

ſpread & propagate evil t hout 
world : why we ſhould not render rally 
ing for railing 3 an account of this 
ſhall give you in theſe following 
culars. 

1. It is a weak and raſh fpirit thay 
quarrcls and contends in bitter and 
proachftul words, far below the & 
greatneſs, generolity and integrity of 
Chriſtian mind, Mecr ſilence is mar 
times a magnificent —_ and to (pealh « 
nothing at all in vain babling, this be 


comes the greatneſs of a wiſe man; the; 


greatclt minds are for the moſt part 


moſt retired, and mo(t reſerved, lik 
deep and brave ſtreams, deep watery 
flow filently and without noile , Whilge 
ebb and ſhallow ſtreams chide and x 

mur as they run along. Loquacity # 
female evil, much {peaking is a chi 
thing 3; a multitude of words bewrah: 
imbecillity in a vain, unſtable and 
fixed mind ; deep thoughts are of (k 
motion, they are not eaſily uttered 
poured out, they flow like ſpirits 

of a narrow velſlcl drop by drop, tt 

do not grow at the root of the tonguthy 
they do not dwell under the root « 
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mouth , they do not (tream upon 
ſurface of the lips, but they are 
. Cadet anon; Bur 


n thoſe words that are molt halty 
Id forward, are generally molt vain 
id empty 3 thoſe words which bave 


ſgeſt being, the have the ſhorteſt 

finſe ; thoſe words that go the quult 
fl from us, they carry the greateſt 
jen and weight along with them. 

ff Sow then as lictle ſpeaking ,s a great 
iSour and commendation to a man , 
=$ much more is evil ſpeaking a dil- 
pur and a reproach to a Chriſti- 

z the molt excellent ſpirits delight 

in receſs and retirement from the 

and clamours and contradictions 

T# the world. The great God ſeldom 
immediately by himlclt ; all the 

Wrred Books put together do but 
Sake one little volume, Angels ſeldom 
r, they have but little converſe 
Md communion with the rufflings and 
nults of the World : The greate(t 

ds, I (ay, live in a recels from the 
urs and contradictions of the 
Weld : For happinels it is a uw 
Ming, it is miſery only that is diſcon- 
It, and it is diſcontent that makes the 
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greateſc noiſe and tumult,in the wor 
A truly wiſe man and a wilt 
is at caſe in himſelf, reconciled to hi 
own condition upon terms of uniy 
ſal acquieſcence and fatizfattion in ti 
will of God ; he patiently recei 
whatever comes, and improves wh 
he recaves, and blciſeth God i 
all his improvements, he ſits down 1 
peace, and rifeth up and giveth Ge 
thanks, and delights not in clamour 
and contradichons : I am weary, wi 
the 1 man ſay, of reviling and bei 
reviled, of reproaching others and « 
ſuffering reproach ay EXC of tumbli 
in the mire that I may af! and be 
ſpatter my neighbour, of kindling af 
in my own breaſt that I may blowt! 
flames in the face of my nei 
or my enemy, of _ my ſelf ir 
heats that I might burn him, of ſettir 
my own heart on fire that I may waf 
and conſume his felicity. I now { 
that evil words and angry paſlior 
are thoſe chariots that hurry and c: 
evil throughout the world. They 
thoſe wings whereon it rides, and 
winds that blow deſtrutions and 


peſts among the Sons of men, I & 
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144 now there is nothing but tumukts and 


raſhnefs, nothing bur folly and iniqui- 
ty in the wrath and animofity of men, 


and I ſee that God alone hath the great- 


eſt cauſe to be angry, to be loud and 


vs Violent upon the world, and yet be- 
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hold there is filence 1n heaven, and 
God rules and governs the whole world 
without being heard or fcen. © I now 
lee it is the crackling flames that chide 
upon the angry bryars and thorns : But 


| the light that ſhines from heaven, the 


light that beams from the Sun upon us, 


I that is ſilent and without noiſe. The 


converſe of a man ought to be 


be like his prayer full of affection and con- 


deſcenſion, not loud or clamorous, not 
furious or diſcontented : He that im- 
gageth his own paſſion to make a par- 
ty in Religion, he will fill the world 
with fire, and conſequently with ſmoke 
and darknels : but every wiſe and good 
man knows that there 1s a ſpeaking t- 
lence, a victorious patience, a nallive 
efficacy, an active and ctfticacious tole- 
rance, that ſhames evil by quretnefs and 
patience, and filenceth the clamorous 
tongue, not by ſpeaking but by ltlence 
{ct 
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Reaſon 2. Render not railing 

railing, becauſe as that is below the 
greatneſs and dignity of a Chriſtian ſpi- 
rit, {o it is indeed quite contrary tot. 
Although nonein the world be ſo much 
injared as God, and he injured by his 
own Creatures, by them that owe all 
fealty, and homage, and obedience to 
him : Yet it is not Gods courle ſo much 
to be loud and clamorous (as I may fo 
ſpeak) upon his own Creatures, as to 
invite and convince, and to perſwade 
by ſtrong and effetual motion. Afi- 
chael the Arch-Angel when contending 
with the Devil about the body of AMo- 
ſes, he durſt not bring a railing accu- 
ſation againſt him, ( Jade 9.) To un- 
fold this a Jittle, The Jews were a peo- 
ple infinitely prone to Idolatry ; the 
greateſt of (ins finds no ſuch ready oc- 
caſion of entrance, as upon a great 
veneration of dcad men : God there- 
fore as it is probable would hide the 
body of Moſes when he was dead, leſt 
he ſhould be worſhipped by the Jews, 
that had been a perſon of ſo great con- 
dutt, a man of ſo great Miracles while 
he was living. The Devil that he might 
give this occaſion to them, he would 
reveal, 
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reveal, he would diſcover what God 
would hide : Now Michael though an 
A though an Arch- I, though 
ws. 3, nds in i with 
the Devil himſelf, and with the Devil 
npon no lefs an occafion than the ſecu- 
ring of the people from Idolatry, yet 
would he not bring a railing accuſari- 
on, nay, he durſt not do it. Celeſtial 
ſpirits are wiſe and fſubtil, they are 
calm and quiet, if they cannot love they 
will not revile, it they cannot imbrace 
they will not re if they cannot 
converſe as becomes them , they will 
not converſe at all. Saith Ambroſe, E- 


| =y man appears to be ſo much the leſs 
wile 


iſe, by how much he 1s the leſs pa- 
tient, and he is by ſo much the leſs pa- 
tient, as he is the lefs able to bear re- 
proach without ſpeaking it-again, and 
to receive an Jl without returning the 
ſame evil that he hath received. It is 
not pleaſing at all to a Chriſtian to 
wound bim by whom he is wounded, 
or to return upon him that 
hath laid one firſt upon him ; evil is 
evil in his thoughts by whomſoever 
done, or by whomſoever ſuffered ; and 
no man ſuffers ſo much of cvil as he 
that 
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that doth it 4, and therefore a good man 
is far more troubled for (peaking evil 
than he is for being evil ſpoken of z 
ſhall I revile them ſaith he that revile 
me ? ſhall I ſpeak all the evil that þ 
hear ? ſhall I retort all theſe miſchiefs? 
alas, this is to brood over a Cockatrice 
egg, this is to warm and hatch thar 
evil which I, ſhould kill ; this is to 
uicken that which I ſhould deſtroy ; 
this is to multiply thoſe evils that | 
ſhould diminiſh, and to increaſe thoſe 
things which I ſbould take away. 

3. Render wot railing for railing, 
becauſe this ſhews a foul; an unclean 
and int rate ſpirit 3- where there is . 
much mud and-much dregs lying at the 
bottom. A clear fountain is clear ſtill 
even when it-is ſhaken : when the wa- 
ters are troubled yet it is bright, yer it 
1s lucid notwithſtanding, Innocence is 
many times a ſufficient vindication from 
all the clamorous wickednels that is in 
the world, and there is no louder con- 
futation of a calumny than a hlene ob- 
{tinate faith : We many times fuſpett a 
laborious apology, an artificial defence 
turns into an accuſation ; a ſtndied an- 
{wer creates an objeCtion, we are ready 
to 
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to think that there needed not ſomuch 
paint and varniſh if there were a natu- 
ral beauty ; there were no need of fo 
many words if there were a ſound and 
clear integrity z a ſhort defence fe- 
cures a fearleſs innocence, a little ex- 
cule ferves great integrity 3 reerirmna- 
tion ofrentimes argues guilt. Ir'1s ſaid 
that the iſque deſirous to infect 
and iavenome the Looking-glhafs with 
his breath kills himſcif by the repercut- 
fon of his own poi breath into 
himſelf, and by ſwallowing that breath 
that he vomits out bur a little betore, 
he is murdered by that poiſon that he 
defigned for the murdering of others; 
ſure I am, the railer wounds himſelt 
with thoſe very wounds he endeavour- 
ed to refle& upon others, and the ca- 
lumnics do return with greater violence 
upon his own head, and the reproach 
ſtains and pollutes his own face. It's 
true indeed envy ſmitesthe braveſt in. 
nocence, envy alwayes ſhoots at the 
talleſt reputation : All the clouds al- 
cend continually towards the Sun, but 
yet as thoſe clouds were never able to 
put him in an eclipſe, ſo they are dif- 
perſed and ſcattered themſelves by 
mounting 
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mounting up ſo near to ſo bright aſtar 
ſoare all thoſe calumnies and reproaches 
of wicked men ſcattered, diſperſed, and 
diſſipated by the brightneſs and luſtre 
of true and Chriſtian innocence. If 
then thou beeſt a Chriſtian indeed, con- 
tent thy (elf to be innocent, and know 
thou haſt in a great meaſure confuted 
the ſlander that thou haſt not deferved, 
and that it is far better to merit a re- 
putation than to enjoy it 3 however let 
no calumny whatever open thy lips in- 
to a reproach, let not the reproach of 
any man animate thee to revile another, 
for do thou remember the armour of 
8axl will not fit David, that thy ene- 
mics weapons will not become thee z 
thou muſt go to him if he do not come 
to thee : Would you know what it is 
that is ſo keen, os tiſh, and intem- 
perate in you 3 would you know what 
that is that is ſo impatient of every light 
word, and every ſmall retie&ion, of 
every little touch that is made upon the 
tender fleſh ; It is for the molt part 
the very ſame infirmity which ſmarts in 
you, that ſpeaks and reviles in your 
enemy ; Pride, Scorn, Paſlion, Self-will, 
Selt-love, and infinite defire of being 
pleaſed 
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5 and flattercd 4 this is a thing fo 
ccling and keen, (o ſenſible in us, that 
a reciprocation of evil words demon- 
ſtrates that we have that very corru- 
ption in us, which we revile and re- 
proach in others, and while we do ac- 
cuſe our accuſers, we do alſo condemn 
our (elves of the very ſame evil that we 
do accuſe them of : A naughty perlon, « 


I73 


wicked wan, (aith Solowon, walketh Prov. 6. 


with a froward month : Our Saviour 
alſo tells us, That out of the abundance 
of the heart the month ſpeaketh; there 
is no yum no ſcorn, no reproach, no 
evul ſpeaking in the mouth, that was 
not vomited thither firlt of all from the 
heart. When we find the ſhaken veſlel 
overtlown with foul and muddy wa- 
ters, be ſure there was filth, and mire, 
and mud at the bottom ; when we hnd 
our ſelves {et on fire by the flames of 
them that converſe with us, this be- 
wrayes combuſtible matter in our ſclves, 
this ſhews that there is ſomething in us 
fit for the fire to feed upon and when 
other mens winds excite, and provoke, 
and ſtir up our tempeltuous paſſion , 
this ſhews that we have matter of tcm- 
peſt in our own bowels; and we tee 
that 
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that « man that hath been ruffled 
and diſcontented by another mans paſ- 
tion, when he hath ſuffered other mens 
(parksto kindle a ame upon him, when 
he returns wpon himſclt, when patlion 
abates, when the flame cook, the tem- 

vaniſhes and diſappears 4 when he 

1s to be calm and return to a right 
underſtanding of himſelf, as having diſ- 
covered a foul and corrupt bottom , he 
then begins to bluſh at his own paſli- 
on, and tobe aſhamed of himſelf, Thus 
to render evil words for evil words, 
ſ[hews @ foul and corrupt bottom. 

4. Render mot railing for railing, 
becauſe, this will create great tormenty 
and diſcontentsto our felves : For how- 
ever he vents and utters his pafſton, and 
may think thereby to give himſelf ſome 
eaſe, yet (ure it is, he doth but blow 
his own Coals, he doth but kindle his 
own Sparks, he doth but augment his 
own Flames, which he might check and 
{mother up if he pleaſed, if he would 
put ſilence upon himſelf. 

The corruption, the paſhon,the ani- 
molity of a mans heart 1 like a flaming 
turnace , (top its mouth and it s {mo- 
thered and choked in its own ſ{moak 3 
give 
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give it but air, let it have but a little 
vent, and jt flames and burns with 
| _ fury, with greater rage than it 

id before 4 fo could we but command 
our own p_ (topthe mouth of re- 
proach, ſeal up our own lips when we 
are (ſtormed and battered by angry 
words, we ſhould remove thoſe tor- 
merits that we ſuffer to enter our 
ſelves when we our mouths upon 
them, But (© it ts, when we pull out 
the troubled Arrow, while we pull out 
the barbed Dart that hath been ſhot in- 
to us, and ſticks in our fleſh, we wound 
our own wounds over again, and we 
do encreaſe the wound, and rent, and 
tear the fleſh by labouring to pull forth 
thoſe Arrows that have been darted in- 
to us, and ſhoot them back again into 
the fleſh of our enemy. When 8himres 


breathed his curſes upon Devid,we find * 


indeed that David, as became the Lion 
of the Tribe of J»db, paſleth by him 
| like an angry and a barking Dog, nor 
returns any anſwer at all to him, nor is 
| hegalled by the teeth of the reproach- 
er: But then a Son of Zerviah, a man 
| of animoſity, a man of paſhon and vi- 
olence, was wounded by the Dart that 
was 
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was (hot at a was inflamed 
thoſe ſparks that fly upon him from 
he —_—yz Theſe wounds pain and 
torment him, and this flame and tor- 
ment kindles and inflames his paſhion. 
Then ſaid Abiſhbai the 80 of Zerviah 
wnto the King, Why ſhould thir dead 
Dog enrſe my Lord the King? Lit we 
# over, 1 pray thee, and take off bis 
lead, He that his mouth upon a 
reproacher, lets the reproaches breathe 
into his own Bowels, and he # infect 
ed by that ſame breath which he drew 
from him that poured out the re- 
proach upon him. He that mingleth 
with him that doth revile, is 1 
allo, and ſtirred up to revile again. 
But if in the mean time he ſhuts his 
own mouth, and ſeals up his own li 
he will avoid the venome and oviin 
that was poured out upon him. 
; 5. Render not railing for railing, 
becauſe, as this miniſters ro our own 
greater anguiſh and diſcontent, fo like- 
wile doth it (pread evil abroad through- 
out the world, and it p ates and 
{preads a reproach from one place to a- 
nother, yea from Age to Age, from one 
Generation to another, He that (cat- 
ters 
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ters ſparks kindles a flame, and he that 
utters . own pallion + lets 
them } a wings of his own 
breath, yea he gives wings and feathers 
—_ them abroad t 


out the world. 4 ſoft anſwer _ Prov. 14 


Solomon ) turneth away wrath, 
may lay of anger as we ſay of all evile 
News repentd fit turpi _ no man 
is made il] all on a ſudden and ſure it 
anger for the moſt part « riGeh by de- 

, the = ſparks are kindled by 

_ (mall and —po— and 
t ater a ter, one e- 
back word . ak hes and one 
ie forth after another, till atlaſt 
” Me great flame kindled there where 
at firſt there was but a little ſpark. The 
Apoſtle James, a calm, and grave 
Apoſtle, no where fon goE as 
ſharp and wounding tongues, 


And the tongue is @ fire, a world of ſan h 4 


iniquity; ſo it the tongue among our 


_ 


wembers, that it defileth the whole 

Body, and ſetteth on fire the whole 

courſe of Nature, and i it ſelf ſet on 

fire of Hell, What a ſharp, what a 

vehement deſcription of an evil: 

here do we find 1n - o—_— le 
19 
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is ſet on fire of Hell ; fo had David faid 
before him, 7he poyſon of Aſps is une 
der their tongues ;, and poyton, you 
know, 1s of a ſwelling Nature, every 
little drop of « mingled with blood 
ferments, it turns the whole prece into 
its Nature, Every little member touch- 
cd with a Gangrene muſt be ſuddenly 
cut off, or it will ſpread and invenome, 
and propagate the Contagion to the 
whole Body. Angry words, peeviſh, 
ſowr, and intemperate reflections,theſe 
are the Chariots that hurry Evil 
throughout the world : Evil ndes up- 
on the wings of tame, it is carried a- 
broad in the mouth of Report z and 
do but clip theſe wings, do but ftop the 
mouth of this report. do but deprive 
evil of the power of (peakmg, do but 
take away the power ot larpuage from 
it, — lye cealuth, the reproach 
dies and Yaniheth away , and there is 
no more heard of it : And who are the 
men that fcal up the lips, and (top the 
mouth, and cut the rongue of this evil 
report 2 Who are the Men that ſhould 
do this but thoſe that are Chriſtians, 
that be the Diſaples of him, who when 


he was reviled,reviled not again? where 
(hould 
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ſhould the ſpark dye if not at this houle ? 
where (hould thelye fall to theground, 
and the reproach ceaſe to ſpeak any 
longer, it not at this door ? — pro- 
fetleſt thy (elf to be a Dk oth , and a 
Chriſtian, tobe a Diſciple that great 
Maſter, who knew not how to revile 
thoſe that reviled him, nor return thole 
injuries upon them for whom he dyed, 
and by whom he was murthered. Lip- 
fur calls calumny the Phactow of the 
world, becauſe it (ets the workd on fire. 
As our Saviour ſhed his own bload to 


quench the flames ot Gods diſpleaſure 


againſt men, ſo ſhould we not only ſtop 
the mouth of reproach, but even thed 
tears alſo to quench thole animolities 
that are among our (clves. 

6, Render not railing for railing, 
becauſe, this reproacheth Religion, dit- 
honoureth Chriſt, (candalwzeth truth, 
deſpiſleth God, and bringeth an evil re 
port the Law of Charity : repre- 
(ents the Chriſtian as a Publican, and 
cor) y the Publican as a Chriſtian 
allo. Forit a Chriſtian be an evil man, 
« infallibly follows that an evil man 

be a Chriſtian. We find he that 
rc one evil upon another , that 
N 2 hates 
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hates thoſe by whom he is hated, and 
reviles that man by whom he is reviled, 
deprives Chriſtianity of its efficacy, of 
its victorious (trength, of that power 
and ſpirit whereby good is deſigned and 
commanded to overcome evil; and 
Chriſtianity is no where kindly recei- 
ved, but where it is received 1n theſe 
degrees, and where it overcometh evil 
with good, and filenceth reproach by 
ne . But now it Chriſtians 

ll nu) gy? think, and do jult like 
other men, then may I ſay, as our Sa- 
viour faith, What do you more than o- 
thers ? Isnot this to blaſpheme the name 
of Religion ? Isnotthis to reproach our 
Saviour himſelf? Is not this to lay, He 
ſhed his blood in vain, and that his 
blood , and the Goſpel confirmed by 
that blood, leaves the World jult as it 
tound-it, and makes it no whit the bet- 
ter? I earneſtly wiſh that every Pro- 
teljor of Chriſtianity would Þ far give 
credit and reputation to it, as to de- 
monſtrate this one thing neceſſary, To 
be a Chriſtian is not to be jult like ano- 
ther Man, no whit a better Man than he 
was, and if we donot demonſtrate this, 
certainly we tell Chriſt himſelf that he 
died in vain. Think 
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Think with your (elves how they 
ſhall ſhine in Heaven that have ſet a lu- 
ſter and brightne(s upon Chriſtianity 
here on Earth ; And Chriſt will cnter- 
tain them at the Great Day, that have 
cauſed their light ſo to ſhine before 
men, as that they have glorified their 
Father which in Heaven. Come thou 
bleſſed of my Father, thou haſt been 
reproached, and didſt not reproach a- 
gain 3 thou haſt been reviled, and didſt 
not revile again 3 thou haſt honoured 
the Goſpel on Earth, the Goſpel ſhall 
honour thee in Heaven; thou haſtborn 
my reproach, and thou ſhalt inheritmy 
Glory ; thou haſt carried my Crols, and 
thou ſhalt wear my Crown ; and theſe 
Vertues ſhall now honour thee in Hea- 
ven, which thou didſ(t credit and ho- 
nour upon Earth. 

O0bje&. May not 1 (peak evil when it 
15 true ? 

Anſw. 1. This is not always a re- 
proach, this is not to revile in the ſenſe 
I mean; for, indeed, reproaches are (cl- 
dome true. 

2. A Man mult never ſpeak evi! 
though it be true. 

1, With delight and pleaſure. for lo 
N 3 o_ 


282 


SERMON V. exc. 


can none but wicked men ſpeak : nor 
Secondly may we wp evil though it 
betrue, merely to our own Ambi- 
tion, merely to pu our own Pride, 
and report our (ec _— and others e- 
vil, leſt while we another man a 
Publican , we do in the mean time 
prove our. {elves to be the Phariſee. 
Thirdly,Nor may we report evil though 
it be true, but tor ſome great end, 

vindicarion of oppoſed innocency, for 
clearing: of wronged vertue, and for 
the advancing the repuration of ſach a 
perſon as hath been abuſed by baſe and 
unworthy men ; but then, I fay, we 
muſt ſpeak 1t as becomes wile men,notin 
paſſion , not with animoſity, but with 


F £ 


reaſon and fobriety. And thus we muſt j 


peak, leſt we juſtifie rhat which we 
condemn, and condemn that which we 
would juſtifie; Leſt we ſhould make 
our ſelves evil for the vindicating of 
that which is good, and leave the de. 
fence of trath to him that is the Father 
of Lic 
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ECCLES. 12. 13. 
Let us bear the concluſion of the whole 


matter, Fear God and keep his Com- 
wandments, fir this is the whole 
duty of man 2 { or as the Original 
reads tt} Fear God and keep his 
Commandments, for this is the 
whole of man. 

Heſe are the words of a great 
/ | King, of that glorious Solo- 
mon, whoſe Wi and Ex- 
pertence are fo much fpoken 
of in the Holy —_—_— and fo much 
celebrated to this days He was a man 
that ſearched all the veins of the whole 
Creation, to try what ſatsfaQtion, what 
content could be found in any gn 

in any thing here m this world ; 
he had plenty of Wealth and Riches to 
enable him © to do; for we are told 


he made Silver and Gold at Feruſalem ; cron. 


as plenteous as ſtones, and Cedar-trees 
N oþ 1s 


tih 
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as the Sicamores that are in the vallies; 
he gave himſelf to the ſtudy of wil 
dom, and to the reading and writing 
of many Books, for he-ſpake three 
thouſand Proverbs, and his Songs were 
one thouſand and five 3 he ſpake of 
trees, from the Cedar that is in Leba- 
non,to the Hyſlop that grows upon the 
wall : He ſpake alſo of Beaſts, and 
Fowles, and of creeping things, as you 
read, 1 King. 4-32, 33. And as he was 
aman of great Wiſdom ſolikewile he 
was 4 great manager of buſineſs, he was 

rince or King of a numerous People, 
and the maſter of a vaſt great Family, 
ſo great, that his daily proviſions were 
thirty Oxen, and: one hundred Sheep, 
| Harts and Roe-bucks, and fatted 


Fowle; as you may read, 1 King. 4. 


23. Belides this be was a very 
builder, and ſpent much time nf, an 
fure that way ; he built an houſe for 
Almighty God , wherein thirty thou- 
d men were imployed at one time; 
as you may fee, 1 King. 5. 13. He built 
- an Houſe for himſelf, which was 
irteen years in finiſhing, as you may 
ce, 1 King. 7, 1. He built alſo an 
Houſe xr his Wife, for Pharaohs 
I Daughter, 
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Daughter, and that was a fair one too, 


as you may ſee, 1 King. 7.8, 9. He 


built alſo the houſe of the foreſt of Le- 


in the ſame Chapter. Furthermore as 
he was a man of great wildom, and 
great wealth, and great experience, (0 
we ſee he drank very deep of the cup 
of pleaſure, be made him Gardens and 
Orchards, planting in them all kind of 
Fruit-trees, as you may ce, Eccleſ. 2. 5. 
And made Pools of water to water 
and refreſh thoſe trees, Ecclef. 2. 6. He 
got him Men-fingers and Women-fin- 

, and Mufical Inſtruments of all 
| and all the delights of the Sons 
of men, Eccleſ. 2. 8. In fine, whartſo- 
ever his eyes deſired he not from 
them, nor did he withhold his heart 
from any joy, Eccleſ. 2. 10. And what 
then, that I may come to the end for 
which I have told you all this, obſerve 
I ſay, that he that was Prince of fo 
great a People, Maſter of ſo great a Fa- 
mily, owner of {o great a Treaſure, and 
that ſwam in ſo much pleafure and con- 
tent, after a review of all his labours, 


and all the injoyments ol PS pet 9-»6 


lure of this warld, he m 


cluſion, 
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clufion,” Fear God and keep bis Com- 
wandments, for this is the whole duty 
of man. 
I ſhall not necd to tell you, that the 
fear of God in this place hgnifies Relij- 
10N, as it doth in (cveral other places, 
Pſal. 19. 9. The\fear of the Lord is 
clean, enduring for ever + the judge- 
ments of the Lord are true and righ- 


Feows altogetber. Alſo in P ſal. 34. 11. 


Come ye Children hearken wnto me, 
aud I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord : That io &a ,I will teach you 
the knowledge and: praftice of True 


4. {o again, the Fear of the 
is the beginning of Wiſdom; 
that is tq fay, Religion is ſo, not that 
it is the beginhing only, but the middle 
and end t00; but he that fears not God 
hath not yet ſo much as begun to be 
wiſe. In this place more particularly, 
the fcar of God feems to be taken for 
a due regard to God in all his Laws, 
and the keeping of his Commandments 
1s the expreſſion of that regard, and fo 
the former figmfies fincerity of mind, 
and the latter regularity in our lives, 
which two things make up the whole 
duty of man, and his whole felicity too, 
which 
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which is the proper meaning of the 
phraſe, Fear God and keep bis Com 
mandments, which is the whole duty 
of man; that 1810 ſay, the whole peace, 
happineſs and fatisfaftion of man. 

Which words may be contidered ab- 
ſolutely or relatively z if you conſider 
them abſolutely, and as they are in 
themſelves, they afford us this Conh- 
deration. 

Do#. That the fear of God and 
__ of his Commandments, that is 
to (ay, the real practice of true Piety 
and Religion, 1s the real and ſolid and 
true ſartisfaGion of the mind of man : 
If you conſider them relatively, and as 
they refer unto the former diſcourſe in 
this Book, ſo they ſuggeſt this unto us : 

Do@. 2. Thar all the pleaſures and 
profits, all the advantages of this world 
can give no full content, nor real fatis- 
faction to us. I ſhall conſider them im the 
firſt reſpe& at this time, that is to ſay, 
That the fear of God and keeping his 
Commandments are the real reſt, peace, 
quiet and (atisfaftion of the foul ; and 
truly, my friends, 'this is the _ we 
ſeck after in the whole courſe of our 
lives, only we feek it where it is not 
rQ 
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to be found, in ſhadows and vain ap- 
pre L — "0 in = cheats 

impoſtures we lcek it in 
fin and miſery, we look for liberty in 
heekiom, for the living among the 
dead, we feck for our happineſs in 
riches, and pleafures, and profits, and 
ſuch things as theſe are, and here it is 
not to be found, we ſeek it not in the 
fear of God, and in the real and feri- 
ous prattice of Religion; and here it is, 
and this is the thing I am to prove, and 
this will be proved by theſe four par- 
ticulars : 


1. This is the end for which we were 
made, to Fear God and keep his Com- 
mandments. 

2. This puts us under the protedti- 
on of Divine Providence, and gives us 
aſſurance of that proteftion which is a 
wonderful comfort and ſupport to a 
mans life. 

3.. This places thoſe virtues in us 
which pull out the ſting of all autward 
troubles and calamiries. 

4- This gives us aſſurance of another 
life in the world to come, a far better 
life than this is, which is a ſupport to 
us 1n all our labours and troubles bere 
In this world, 1, Of 
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1. Of all I ſay, the Fear of God and 
the keeping of his Commandments is 
the great end for which we were made, 
and every thing is right that acts to its 
ownend, and reſts in us own place ; but 
when it is beſide the end that the great 
God made it for, then it is unquiet and 
full of trouble, and finds no place to 
reſt in 5 now this I fay is the great end 
for which we were made, for to fear, 
and ſerve, and honour God, this is that 
end we were deſigned for, and to this 
end God hath given us his Laws to 
_— our ways, and Realon to under- 

nd them, and given us his Grace to 
inable us to prattiſe thoſe Laws that he 
hath given us, and the promiſe of Eter- 
nal Lite, the more to excite & perlwade 
us to yield him a free and cheartul obe- 
dience z and whatſoever we may pro- 
pound to our ſelves till we do this and 
reſt here, and make true Piety the great 
work of our ſouls, we ſhall never ob- 
tain any real content or ſatisfaction : 
ſooner may the fowls of the air live in 
the ſea, or the fiſh of the ſea live in 
the air, every thing live out of its pro- 
» Per place and centre, than the mind 
/ and ſpirit of man, find any real _ 

an 
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and fatisfation, without real righteou(- 
neſs, and the love and fear of God 7 
If Reaſons and Arguments would per- 
fwade, how calily might we convince 
our ſelves, that this being the end we 
were made for, we could never be hap- 
py without the accompliſhment of it, 
that ſeeing we are Creatures made for 
the enjoyment of God, nothing but 
God can give us farsfattion ; for what 
Creature can ſupply the place of God, 
or do that for us that God deſigns to 
do, if the Oracles of God could per- 
ſwade us? how often do they tell us, 
that our duty and happinels lies in the 
love of God, and obedience to his will, 
and how paſhonately do thele entreat 
us to ſer-bur affetions on things above, 
and not on things on the earth, to ſeek 
the Kingdom ot God and his Righte- 


4 ouſneſs in the firlt place, 1n promiſe 


Zhat all other things ſhall be added, af- 


furing us, that if we will teach our 
ſouls to live upon God, God will not 
be wanting to take care of our bodies : 
And laſtly, if our own expertence 
would teach us, I might appeal to eve- 
Ty mans heart and conſcience, whether 
ever he found himfelf tally —_— 
Wit 
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with any of the enjoyments of this 
world ; let but a man read over his 
own hiſtory, and refle& uport the ſto. 
ry of his own life, and mt that 
thoſe things which he ex molt fa- 
tiafation Hom, many times afforded 
him the leaſt 5 turn your eyes upon 
thoſe men that make wealth their God, 
are they fatisfied and contented, are 
they not as hungry and as poor, are 
they not as miſerable in the mid(t of 
their plenty as they were before 2 Re- 
flet upon them that gape after the ho- 
nours and applauſes of this lite, and are 
they ſatisfied with theſe things ? Con- 
lider them that ſpend their dayes in 
idlenefs and luſt, that waſte their time 
in rioting and drunkenneſs, and do we 
find any of theſe men to live a truly 
happy life ? are they not oftentimes a 
burthen to themſelves, and weary of e- 
very moment of time ? are they not at 
a loſs what to do with themtelves? are 
not their joys a dream, and when they 
awake they find themſelves very milſe- 
rable,and altogether to ſeck for the way 
to true happineſs? O what trouble and 
wearineſs, what noiſe and anxiety do 
theſe men find in themſelves, and when 
they 
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they ſearch themſelves to the bottom , 
what poifonous dregs do they find in 
ing their preſent ſtate? even as 
Solomon lanh, I bated life, becauſe the 
work that ir wrought wnder the Sun 
is grievous wnto me, for all is vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit. Now what 
may be the reaſon of all , this, but 
that we were made for greater ends, 
and that we can never be happy with- 
out the purſuit of thoſe great ends for 
which God in wiſdom and goodneſs 
did make us? But now on the other 
band, real Religion, true and ſolid Pie- 
ty, this is unto our foul as hght unto 
our eye, and pleaſant ſounds unto our 
ears, 1t is as food to the hungry, and 
retreſbing ſtreams to them that are a- 
thirſt : God made Religion for our du- 
ty and for our reward, for our bufinefs 
and for our happineſs too, he made it 
for our fouls and for our bodieg;|as the 
E 1s not without theeye 3 fe ſoul 
s Tolt without Religion, and Religi 
is not without the fear of God, and 
keeping his Commandments, for this 
is the end we were made for; and 
in the purſuit of this end, here lies 
peace, here lics our happineſs and true 
larisfaCtion, 2, This 
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2. This will further appear, if you 
conſider that the _ of Religion 
puts us under the Providence of God, 
and under the proteQtion of that Pro- 
vidence, ti gives us aflurance of that 
protechion; and here lies fold reſt and 
repole of mind, as conceiving our ſelves 
to be under the ſhadow of thoſe” wings 
that ſpread themſelves from Eaſt to 
Welt, from North to South, from one 
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end of the Earth to another ; For the py, ,,, 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righte- 15, 15. 


ous, and bis cars are inclined to their 
cry3 but the face of the Lord is a- 
gainſt them that do evil, &c. What- 
ever vain men pretend to in theſe days, 
whatever they pretend that deny the 
Providence of God, it is alwayes a- 
wake and with us, alwayes running to 
and fro to take care of them that fear 
him, though we do not 3 for though 
we cannot fee him with our eyes, 
though we hear him not ſpeak with an 
audible voice, nor can touch him with 
our hands, yet he is nearer unto us than 
we are unto our ſclves, his eyes are 
upon the wicked and upon the jult, 
upon the wicked to waſte and conſume 
them, upon the juſt to ſupport and up- 
O 
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hold them, and this s that which bears 

up the heart and ſpirit of every good 

man in the world, he knows that God 

looks upon him, and that his Provi- 
dence 1s concerned for him, and he 

knows that God is mfniely gracious 

and merciful, and powerful alſo, not 

leſs willing than able, not lets able than 

wiling to do that which is beſt for 

2 Tiv.1. im5 1 4zow, faith S. Paul, whim I 
'** have trufted, and that he is able to 
heep that which I bave committed to 

bim againſt that day. He had before 

ſpoke of his ſufferings, and he adds this 

as the ground ot all z I know, faith he, 

whom LI have truſted; 1 have truſted 

him that is infhonely wiſe and tanthtul, 

him that is ftrong and powerful, and 
therefore have I caſt my felt upon him, 

and wholly reigned my. felt into his 

hands withall my concerns whatſoever 

they be, and this is my ſtrength and 
lupport of my heart. Integrity is the 
greateſt courage of a man, and a migh- 

ty ſpirit it gives unto him3 integrny 
ts as life to the ſoul and nerves to the 
arm, and placeth a man in that fort 
which Divine Providence hath raiſed 
m the world ; it puts upon him the 
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arm of God, and ſhadows him from 
the ſtroke of malice, if not from thoſe 
ſtrokes that can reach his eſtate and bo- 
dy, yet it preſerves his mind quiet and 
intice, and free from thoſe dreads and 
ſorrows that blacken the hearts of other 
men : But then 

3 Religion- placeth thoſe Vertues in 
us which ſubdue our inordinate appe» 
tites, and by this means pulls out the 
ſting of all outward troubles and cala- 
mities, and hereby contributes much to 
our happineſs. Our diſquiets arile ge- 
nerally from within, and ſo much do 
outward troubles affli& us, as they do 
occaſion diſcompoſures within us; now 
the fear of God,and the practice of true 
Religion mortifie theſe luſts , ſubdue 
theſe inordinate paſſions, throw out 
thoſe diſpoſitions in us which render us 
obnoxious to the dint of external trou- 
bles and offences; for firſt of all, 

1. Religion moderates and leflens our 
defires. 

2, It teacheth us reſignation to Gods 
Will, as tothe Event of thoſe things we 
do deſire, 

3.lt teacheth us patience of mind when 
things do not fall out according to 
O 23 our 
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the things we delire, but by _ 
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our deſire and expettation. 

4. It improves and betters us by theſe 
_w ſufferings and calamities, that God 
is pleaſed to exerciſe us withal, £- {. 

1. It moderates our defires. Our 
Saviour tells us, That'a mans life conſi- 
ſteth not in the multitude of thoſe 
things he poſſeſſeth 3 life is to live and 
becontent, and Godlineſs with content- 
ment is great gain. Life, in the ſenſe 
of our Saviour, is not to draw in the 
air and blow it out again, to cat, and 
drink,and ſleep,and awake again, and to 
enjoy the uſe of our natural ſenſes 3 but 
life is to enjoy God andour ſelves, and 
to be content with thoſe injoyments;and 
Content doth not ariſe from the abun- 
dance a man poſlefſeth, but from the 
due frame and temper of his mind, whe- 
ther he want, or whether he abound, or 
whatſoever his condition be. Now true 
Religion, ſtyled here the fear God, doth 


not always give us content by giving us 


off 


? 0. 


thoſe delires from us. It 1s the fame 
thing not to-defire and to enjoy ;z nay, 
not to delire gives us a more free and 
{olid ver wy than to enjoy all the 
content of this lite, He that FRony 
is 
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his content in outward things, borrows 
a happineſs in that which another man 
may take from him, and he may loſe a- 
gain in this life : But he that lives upon 
that which is within, nced to fear no 
Body but himſelf; and if he be true to 
his own reſolution, and faithful to his 
own Soul, it is no great matter how 
all the World is affected with him ; for 
no man can interrupt his life nor de- 
prive him of his happineſs without his 
own conſent. Lo here then the ſingu- 
lar advantage that the fear of God gives 
unto us, it ſets us above the calamitics of 
this world, andelevates us into another 
ſphere, and makes us even of another 
life, and teaches us to live on that 
which is not ſeen, on the treaſures of 
Heaven, and to deſpiſe all the advan- 
tages of this world. But then Secondly, 

2. Asit cools our deſires, fo it teach- 
eth reſignation to the Will of God as to 
events, even in thoſe things that we do 
defire, I confeſs God and Nature have 
made us ſuch asto feel the concernments 
of this preſent (tate. I am not ſo much 
a Stoick to believe that jtis either need- 
ful or poſſible for a man to be without 
all refentments ofthe preſent life 3 nor 
O 3 {q 
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{o little a Chriſtian, as to think that a 
man muſt concern himſelf only with 
his own affairs, and not with the good 
of his neighbour roo 3 but this 1s that 
which that true Religion, which is the 
fearof God, teacheth us, tocommit all 
events unto Gods Will ; and by thus do- 
Ing it contributes much -unto our hap- 
pineſs : deſign is naturally full of deſire, 
and deſire tull of rrouble and importu- 
nity 3 and hence it 1s that there is fo 
much trouble and wearinefſs, fo much 
diflatisfaftion and vexation in the 
world: Men are generally full of de- 
ſigns, and deſigns full of expettation 
and deſire not reſigned to the Will of 
God. And this is that whichcaulſeth fo 
much trouble unto us 3 and this is that 
which St. James ſeems to blame, Go to 
wow ye that ſay to day or to morrow 
we will go into ſuch a City, and buy 
end ſelf, and get gain; wherear you 
ought to ſay, if the Lord will, &c. 
We ſhould always remember in all our 
affairs , that the great God rules the 
World ; and ſeeing we know not what 
he will do, fince we cannot trace the 
footſteps of his Will, nor know what 
he will bring to paſs, we ſhould _ 

cr 


On Ecclef. 12. 13. 199 


der all events to his pleaſure. This, 
this is our duty and our happineſs too ; 
Religion teacheth ns that this is our du- 
ty, and that the doing of it would 
make us happy. 

2. The fame Religion that teacheth 
us to commit all events to the Will of 
God, teacheth us patience alſo, and mo- 
deration of ſpirit, if events come con- 
trary to our hopes and expettation. 
God hath not put it into our hands to 
diſpoſe and order the affairs of the 
World, but he hath by his Grace in great 
meaſure commirted to us power to dif- 
poſe of our ſelves ; that is to ſay, to 
order the affeftion, and govern the dil- 
poſition of our mind, under all events 
whatſoever 3 and when all other reme» 
dies fail us, there is ſtill one that never 
mitleth , and that is a firm and reſolute 
patience 3 My Brethren ((aith St. James) Jam 1. 2, 
arcount it all Joy when you fall into 34 
divers temptations ; knowing that 
the trial of your faith worketh pat. 
" ence ; But thenlct patience have its 
perfe# work, that ye may be perfet? 
and intire, wanting nothing, Belure 
to put on a firm patience, and Jet that 
patience have itsperfect work, andthen 

O 4 know 
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know you are intire, then know you 
want nothing, then account not your 
ſelves forlorn and miſerable , though 
you fall into many temptations; but, 
ſaith he, account it joy, nay all joy, 
when being fortified and prepared, you 
fall into dyvers temptations. Thus is 
the third Particular: and it leads meto 


the fourth, which is this, 


4. The fear of God, or true Rel 
gion , teacheth us patience under all 
troubles, and by fo doing it doth im- 
prove and better us3 for the improve- 
ment of our Vertue is the improvement 
of our Souls, that is indeed of our 
ſelves, and the advantage a man re- 
ceives in himſelf is more than that he re- 
ceives 10 any other thing; as a mans 
ſelf is better than his Eſtate, or his Bo- 
dy better than his Cloaths, or his Soul 
is more conſiderable than his Body. 
Now the School of Affliction diſciplines 
us unto the exerciſe of Vertue. and 
that fits us for every ſtate that Divine 
Providence ſhall bring upon us: It pre-* 

us to receive and enjoy that which 
1s good , and to ſuffer and yndergo 
that which is eyil; It furniſheth uswith 
ſuch Chriſtian paticnace and moderation 
a3 
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as pulls the ſting and poyſon out of e- 
very ron that happens to us; It 
gives ys water out of a Rock, and turns 
the Eater into Bread, and feeds us with 
Honey out of the Carcaſe of a Lion. 
But then fourthly, 

4. As Religion, that is to (ay, the 
fear of God, andthe keeping his Com- 
mandments is the whole of Man, 
becauſe it is the end for which he was 
made , and puts us under the protecti- 
on of Divine Providence, and plants 
thoſe Vertues in us that blunt the edge, 
and take out the ſting of all outward 
troubles and affliftions, and prepares us 
for all Conditions : So alſo, becauſe it 
puts us into an afſurance of another hite, 
and gives us the comfort of that aſlu- 
rance eyen in this lite that we now live ; 
for every truly good man haththis,& it 
15 matter of joy & triumph to him in all 
conditions, 1n all the troubles of this 
life, that there 1s another lite in the 
world to come, a life beyond and af 
ter death, a life free from fin and to!ly, 
a life free from thoſe diſtempers that im- 
bitter the preſent ſtate, And this is a 
ſufficient argument to every wiſe and 
yertuous perſon, to fear Godand = 

's 
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his Commandments. We know- ((aith 
St. Paw!) that if our carthly houſe of 
this Tabermacle were diſſolved, we 
have « building of God, an houſe not 
wade with bands, eternal in the bea- 
vens, &c, If we know and believe this 
ſo as ©o fit our ſelves for it, how may 
we triumph over all our-ſorrows and 
calamities in this world 2 how may we 
live upon our future inheritance, and 
ſatishe our (elves in this, That within a 
few months, or years, or hours we ſhall 
be received into a better ſtate, a ſtate 
not only free from aftual forrow, but 
free from all temptations and occaſions 
of ſorrow, and not free for a little time, 
but for ever and to all eternity ? Saint 
Pexl, (ceing the time of his Martyrdom 
2 Tim. 4' to approach, writes thus to Timothy, 1 
* 4m now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand ; with- 
out little concern he ſpeaks of it. He 
ſpeaks of his Grave asf it were his Bed, 
and of his departure into the other 
World, as if it were the paſling from 
oneCuty to another. What! ready to 
be offered up, and that on a bloody Al- 
tar , and by a bloody hand, and no 
more 
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more concerned than thus? What! no 
conſternation, nor any conflit of mind 
in ſuch a condition as this > Howcomes 
this to paſs, O Bleſſed Pax? He an- 
fwers m the next words, I have fought 
4 good fight, Thave finiſhed my courſe, 
I have kept the ſaith, henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown of righteonf- 
neſs, which God the righteow Judge 
ſhall give unto me in that day; and 
mot to me only, but unto all that love 
bis appearance. Behold here then that 
which will give fatisfaftion, that which 
will give life even at the Gates of death, 
that God hath laid up a Crownot righ- 
teouſneſs for every man that faithfully 
diſchargeth his duty in this world, and 
expects his reward in the world to 
come. A wordor two of Application, 
and I have done. 

1. Let this recommendtrue Religion 
to Us. 

2. Let is recommend to us the pra- 
dice of it. 

7. Let this teach us highly to value 
and eſteem the fear of God, and the 
keeping of his Commandments. How 
would you eſteem and yalue that were 

it 
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it any thing elſe but what it is, that 
ſhould ſupply all wants,that ſhould (ſerve 
all nt nM that ſhould fill up all ca- 
pacities , ſatisfie all defires , that 
ſhould free 'and deliver us in fo great a 
meaſure from \all the diſquietments of 
this world? and is it not a ſtrange thing, 
that he that would value ſuch a thing as 
this is, wereit any thing clſe but what it 
is, namely, the fear of God, and the 
keeping of his Commandments, which 
is the end for which we were made ; [ 
ſay, that would value __ ſuch a 
thing asthis, wereit any thing but what 
It is, ſhould neglect and undervalue it, 
becauſe it is ſo ? If this be ſtrange, do 
you take heed that it be not true 3 and 
do not undervalue, but higly prize and 
elteem ſuch a thing as Religion, and 
the fear of God is: But | 

2, Let what hath been ſaid upon this 
point, ſtir you up to a real and holy 
practice of true Vertue and Rehygion 3 
not to matter of diſputes, and heats,and 
contention about this and that and the 
other diſputable Opinion, but ro the 
fear of God, and the keeping of his 
Commandments: Study this as your ye- 
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ry lives, praftiſe this as the whole of 
Man, fear God and keep his Command- 
ments; Bind them, as the Wiſe man ad- 
viſeth, continually upon thy beart, and 
tye them about thy neck; when thou 
goeſt it ſhall lead thee, when thou ſleep- 
eſt it ſhall keep thee, and when thou a- 
bet yo ſhall talk with thee, for the 
Commandment is a lamp, and the Law 
is light,and reproofs of inſiruJion are 
the way of life. 

To ſhut up all : What isit for a man 
to purſue, to obtain, and enjoy all the 
advantages of this world, while a man 
negleds the life to come ? What advan- 


| tage will it be for a man to buy, and 


to ſell, and to get gain, andto perplex 
and diſquiet himſelt about the things of 


' this world, which do not, nay cannot, 


l 
: 
: 
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adminiſter any real comfort or ſatyfaCti- 
on? What is it for a man to ſpend his 
days thus, that were given a man to ho- 
nour God, and ſave a mans own Soul? 
To ſpend that time, I fay, in the pur- 
ſuit of worldly things. which will ad- 
miniſter no trne comfort to him $3 but 
after all this labour and trouble, this 
mult be the concluſion that every wile 

man 
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man makes, after all his trial and expe- 
rience, after all his labours and enjoy- 
the World, That the fear of 


ments in 
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proceed in phrenſie, and they end in 
ruine and defolation. Publick Afairs 
in the hands of private perſons are like 
the Cenſer in the hands of Uzz#4b, 
they breed a tumult in the Sanctuary, 
and bring a Leproſie upon a Mans'own 
Brow. Theretore in thethird place, 

3. To point out a way as leading to 
ſolemn peace and ſettlement 3 and that 
is this, Live peaceably under-the ſha- 
dow of that Excellent Prince, whom 
Nature hath made gentle, whom Afﬀi- 
Gon hath made wiſe, whom Wonders 
have preſerved , and whom Miracles 
have reſtored to us. [f he were a Ne- 
ro St. Paul would charge us we ſhould 
not reſiſt, and would charge refiltance 
with Damnation. When Government 

aſeth,Laws are filent, Mens Rights are 
ained, When Mens Rights are 
otherwiſe determined, they mult bede- 
termined by War, and the Determina- 
tions of War are juſt and reaſonable. 
Shall I that am armed think on Laws? 
laid Pozypey of old; who, as Grotizs 
hath obſerved, was a very modeſt man. 
Government is the Bread we eat, the 
Drink we drink, and the Cloaths we 
wear 3 it is our quict, our ſecurity - 
tQc 
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the day, and is as our ſleep and our're- 
pole in the' night 3 and even thoſe very 
Perſons that are moſt 'diſcontented as 
mong -us , _— could .not 
E 


with ſafety r {leep' or wake;-did 
not the Wings of Government [hover 
over them... . I ſhall adde-but one refle- 
ion more to call back thoſe forrows to 
our thoughts that are owing to the Ca» 
lamities of this Day. thy 
There have been five Kings of Erg- 
lad murthered fince the Conquelt, Ed- 
ward I. Richard 1. Henry VI. Ed- 
werd'V. and our late Royal Sovereiga. 
The Murtherers of whom found thoſe 
rewards that were proper and ſuitable to 
their Work. Fdward 1. was murthe- 
red by the Lord Matravers and Tho- 
mas Gurnay, by the advice and afſli(t- 
ance of the Lord Roger Mortimer; the 
Lord AMatravers fled the Land, and 
dyed in milery, Gurnay was taken at 
Marſeilles, and killed at Sea,, and Mor- 
timer was, by Sentence of Parliament, 
hang'd at Tyburn. Richard 11. by in- 
timation from Hemry IV. as it is ſaid, 
was murthered by one Sir Thomas Per- 
rotts, but found that he that loved the 
reaſon hated the Traytor, grew mad 
| M himſelf 
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edinthe Tower. Henry VL was killed 
by the hands of the Duke of Gloxce- 

, and afterwards. Richard. Hl. whoſe 

, you know! , was ſhed by the 
Sword, as he had ſhed the blood of o- 
thers BEdwerd. V. who was proclaim- 
cd, not crowned King, was, by 
the Command of the ſame Kichard, 
murthered by Sir James Tyrrel, Miles 
Horace, Robert Duck, Tyrrel 


was for his Treafon beheaded in the } 


Tower, Horace. dyed away piece by 
piece, and Dack dycd in —— miſery 
at Calis. What became of our late Par- 
ricides I need not tell you; your ſelves 
know as well as I. 
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SERMON V. 
| PETER 3. 9- 
Not rendering evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing, but contrariwiſe 


bleſſing, knowing that ye are there- 
unto called, that ye ſhould inherit a 


. bleſſing. 


H = —— in the for- 
, tied up, 
_ _ ho arms and hands 


of deſtroying harms ; here he 
ſeals up the and the mouth of 
Jevouriagwondes for evil, it is never 


Icured till it be utterly deſtroyed, it 


s like a worm or ſerpent that lives a 
diſtin life in every diſtinct part ; and 
_ _ _ be particularly killed 
rt, - HI 


it * uy retain bn in 

ber. Therefore I lay the  honfioieg hav 

ng cut the comb that drew on one evil 
t10n after another, in theſe words ( or 


railing for railing) he clips the wings 
: W 2 of 
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* thing; a multitude of words bewra 
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ſpread & propagate evil throughout the 
"T : ys ſhould aq rail- 
ing for railing 3 an account of this I 
ſhall give you in theſe following parti- 
culars. 

1. It is a weak and rath ſpirit that  |c 
quarrels and contends in bitter and re- Þ| 
proachtul words, far below the true 
greatnels, generoſity and integrity of a J þy 
Chriſtian mind. Meer filcnce 1s many BN 
times a magnificent thing, and to ſpeak & hc 
nothing at all in vain babling, this be-B 
comes the greatneſs of a wiſe man; the he 
greateſt minds are for the moſt part the zn 
moſt retired, and moſt reſerved, like®m, 
dcep and brave ſtreams, deep watersng 
flow filently and without noiſe, while of 
cbb and ſhallow ſtreams chide and mur-$; 
mur as they run along. Loquacity is FM 
female evil, much ſpeaking is a childiſt 


imbecillity in a vain, unſtable and ur 
fixed mind ; deep thoughts are of (low 
motion, they are not ealily uttered anc 
poured out, they flow like ſpirits ou 
of a narrow vellel drop by drop, tt 
do not grow at the root of the tongue 
they do not dwell under the root c 


# 


On 1 Peter }. 9. 

the mouth, they do not (tream upon 
the ſurface of the lips, but they are 
difficult and of uneafte utterance : But 
then thoſe words that are moſt haſty 
and forward, are generally moſt vain 
and empty 3 thoſe words which bave 
longeſt being, they have the ſhorteſt 
ſenſe 3 thoſe words that go the moſt 
ſoftly from us, they carry the greatelt 
_ and weight along with them. 
Now then as little ſpeaking is a great 
honour and commendation to a man, 
ſo much more is evil ſpeaking a dil- 
honour and a reproach to a Chriſti- 
an 3 the moſt excellent ſpirits delight 
moſt in receſs and retirement from the 
noiſe and clamours and contradictions 
of the world. The great God (ſeldom 
_ immediately by bimſclt; all the 

Books put together do but 


(WEmake one little volume, Angels ſeldom 


appear, they have but little converſe 
and communion with the rufflings and 


TSlumults of the World : The greatelt 


minds, I fay, live ia a receſs from the 
damours and contradictions of the 
world : For happinels it is a quict 


uegthing, it is miſery only that is diſcon- 
tent, and it is diſcontent that makes the 
M 3 great} 
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greateſt noiſe and tumult in the world. 
A truly wiſe man and a good Chriſtian 
is at caſe in himſelf, reconciled to his 
own condition upon terms of univer- 
ſal acquieſcence and fatisfaCtion in the 
will of God 3 he py receives 
whatever comes, and improves what- 
ever he receives, and blcfſeth God in 
all his improvements, he fits down in 
peace, and riſeth up and giveth God 
thanks, and delights not in clamours 
and contradictions : I am weary, will 
the wiſe man ſay, of reviling and being 
reviled, of — others and 
ſuffering reproach my {clf, of tumbling 
in the mire that I may aſperſe and be- 
ſpatter my neighbour, of kindling a fire 
in my own breaſt that I may blow the 
flames in the face of my neighbour 
or my enemy, of ſetting my {elf intc 
heats that I might burn him, of ſetting 
my own heart on fire that | may waſte 
and conſume his felicity. I now ſee 
that evil words and atigry paſlic 

are thoſe chariots that hurry and carr) 
evil throughout the world. They arc 
thoſe wings whereon it rides, and the 
winds that blow deſtruCtions and te 

*pelts among the Sons of men, I fe 
J NOV 
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now there is nothing but tumults' and 
raſhneſs, nothing but folly and iniqui- 
ty in the wrath and animoſity of men, 
and I fee that God alone hath the . 
eſt cauſe to be angry, to be loud and 
violent upon the world, and yet be- 
hold there is filence in heaven, and 
God rules and governs the whole world 
without being heard or ſeen. I now 
ſee it is the crackling flames that chide 
upon the angry bryars and thorns : But 
the light that ſhines from heaven, the 
light that beams from the Sun upon us, 
that is ſilent and without noiſe. The 
converſe of a man ought to be 
like his prayer full of affe&ion and cot\- 
deſcenſion, not loud or clamorous, nat 
furious or diſcontented : He that ih- 
gageth his own paſſion to make a par- 
ty in Religion, he will fill the werld 
with fire, and conſequently with ſmoke 


IJ and darkneſs : but every wife and good 
F man knows that there is. a ſpeaking Hi- 


lence, a victorious patience, a pallve 


JF efficacy, an attive-and efficacious tole- 


are 
the 


rance, that ſhames evil by*quietnels and 
patience, and filenceth the damorous 
tongue, not by ſpeaking but by (itence 
it ot. He | 


PF 


167 


M 4 R-4jon 


>. 


—_— a LES — —— 


SERMON 'V. 


Reaſon 2, Render not railing for 
railing , becauſe as that is below the 
greatneſs and dignity of a Chriſtian ſpi- 
rit, {o it is indeed quite contrary :, 4 
Although none inthe world be ſo much 
injured as God, and he injured by his 
own Creatures, by them that owe all 
fealty, and homage, and obedience to 
him: Yet it js not Gods courſe ſo much 
to be. loud and clamorous (as I may fo 
ſpeak) upon his own Creatures, as to 
invite and convince, and to perſwade 
by {trong and effe&tual motion, Afi- 
chael the Arch-Angel when contending 
with the Devil about the body of X4o- 
fes, the durſt not bring a railing accu- 
{ation againſt him, ( J«de 9.) To un- 
fold this a little, The Jews were a peo- 
ple infinitely prone to Idolatry 3 the 
greateſt of fins finds no ſuch ready oc- 
calion. of entrance, as upon a great 
veneration of dead men : God there- 
fore as it is probable would hide the 
body of Moſes when he was dead, leſt 
he ſhould be worſhipped by the Jews, 
that had been a perſon of ſo great con- 
dud, a man of fo great Miracles while 
he was iving. The Devil that he might 
give this occalion tg them, he would 

Wb xeveal, 
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reveal, he would diſcover what God 
would hide : Now Atichae! though an 
Angel, though an Arch-Angel, though 
in a conteſt, though in a conteſt with 
the Devil himſelf, and with the Devil 
upon no leſs an occaſion than the ſecu- 
ring of the people from Idolatry, yet 
would he not bring a railing accuſati- 
on, nay, he durſt not do it. Celeſtial 
ſpirits are wiſe and fſubtil, they are 
calm and quiet, if they cannot love they 
will not revile, if they cannot imbrace 
they will not reproach, it they cannot 
converſe as becomes them, they will 
not converſe at all. Saith Ambroſe, E- 
= man appears to be ſo much the leſs 
wiſe, by how much he is the leſs pa- 
tient, and he is by ſo much the leſs pa- 
tient, as he is the lels able to bear re- 
proach without ſpeaking it again, and 
to receive an 11] without returning the 
ſame evil that he hath received. It is 
not pleaſing at all to a Chriſtian to 
wound him by whom he is wounded, 
or to return reproach upon him that 
hath laid one firſt upon him; evil is 
evil in his thoughts by whomſoever 
done, or by whomſoever ſuffered ; and 
no man ſuffers ſo much of evil as = 

that, 
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Reaſon 2, Render not railing for 
railing, becauſe as. that is below the 
atneſs and dignity of a Chriſtian ſpi- 
rit, {o it is indeed quite contrary to it. 
Although none inthe world be ſo much 
injured as God, and he injured by his 
own Creatures, by them that owe all 
fealty, and homage, and obedience to 
him: Yet it js not Gods courſe ſo much 
to be.loud and clamorous (as I may fo 
ſpeak) upon his own Creatures, as to 
invite and convince, and to perſwade 
by ſtrong and effeftual motion, Afi- 
chael the Arch-Angel when contending 
with the Devil about the body of A4o- 
fes, the durſt not bring a railing accu- 
{ation againſt him, ( J«de 9.) To un- 
fold this a little, The Jews were a peo- 
ple infinitely prone to Idolatry z the 
greateſt of fins finds no ſuch ready oc- 
calion of entrance, as upon a great 
veneration of dead men : God there- 
fore. as it is probable would hide the 
body of Moſes when he wag dead, leſt 
he ſhould be worſhipped by the Jews, 
that had been a perſon of ſq great con- 
dud, a man of ſo great Miracles while 
he was living. The Devil that he might 


give this occalion tg them, he would 
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reveal, he would diſcover what God 
would hide : Now Michael though an 
Angel, though an Arch-Angel, though 
in a conteſt, though in a conteſt with 
the Devil himſelf, and with the Devil 
upon no leſs an occaſion than the ſecu- 
ring of the people from Idolatry, yet 
would he not bring a railing acute 
on, nay, he durſt not do it. Celeſtial 
ſpirits are wiſe and ſubtil, they are 
calm and quiet, if they cannot love they 
will not revile, if they cannot imbrace 
they will not reproach, it they cannot 
converſe as becomes them, they will 
not converſe at all. Saith Ambroſe, E- 
ay man appears to be ſo much the leſs 
wiſe, by how much he is the leſs pa- 
tient, and he is by ſo much the leſs pa- 
tient, as he 1s the leſs able to bear re- 
proach without ſpeaking it again, and 
to receive an 11] without returning the 
ſame evil that he hath received. It is 
not pleaſing at all to a Chriſtian to 
wound him by whom he is wounded, 
or to return reproach upon him that 
hath laid one upon him; evil is 
evil in his thoughts by whoſoever 
done, or by whomſoever ſuffered ; and 
no man ſuffers ſo much of eyil as he 
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that doth it 3 and therefore a good man 
is far more troubled for ſpeaking evil 
than he is for being evil ſpoken of; 
ſhall I revile them faith he that revile 
me? ſhall I ſpeak all the evil that I 
hear ? ſhall I retort all theſe miſchiefs? 
alas, this is to brood over a Cockatrice 
egg, this is to warm and hatch that 
evil which I ſhould kill ; this is to 
uicken that which I ſhould deſtroy ; 
gi to multiply thoſe evils that I 
1d diminiſh, and to increaſe thoſe 
things which I ſhould take away. 

3. Render not railing for railing, 
becauſe this ſhews a foul, an unclean 
and intemperate ſpirit z where there is 
much mud and much dregs lying at the 
bottom. A clear fountain 1s clear (till 
even when it is ſhaken : when the wa- 
ters are troubled yet it is bright, yet it 
is lucid notwithſtanding. Innocence is 
many times a ſufficient vindication from 
all the clamorous wickedneſs that is in 
the world, and there is no louder con- 
futation of a calumny than a f(ilent ob- 
ſtinate faith : We many times ſuſpect a 
Jaborious apology, an artificial defence 
turns into an accuſation ; a ſtudied an- 
{wer creates an objcQion, we are ready 
rg 
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to think that there needed not ſo much 
paint and varniſh if there were a natu- 
ral beauty ; there were no need of fo 
many words if there were a ſound and 
clear integrity 3 a ſhort defence ſe- 
_ fearleſs innocence, a little ex- 
cuſe ferves integrity z recrimina- 
tion - ni ile. It is faid 
that the Baſiliſque deſirous to infect 
and invenome nm with 
his breath kills himſelf by c ( 
fion of his own poiſonous breath into 
himſelf, and by ſwallowing that breath 
that he vomits out but a little before, 
he is murdered by that poiſon that he 
deſigned for the murdering of others; 
ſure I am, the railer wounds himſelf 
with thoſe very wounds he endeavour- 
ed to refle& upon others, and the ca- 
lumnies do return with greater violence 
upon his own head, and the reproach 
ſtains and pollutes his own face. It's 
true indeed envy (mites the braveſt in- 
nocence, envy alwayes ſhoots at the 
talleſt reputation : All the clouds al- 
cend continually towards the Sun, but 
yet as thoſe clouds were never able to 
put him in an ecliplc, {o they are dil- 
perſed and ſcattered themielves by 
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mounting up ſo near to ſo bright aſtar; 
ſoare all thoſe calumnies and reproaches 
of wicked men ſcattered, diſperſed, and 
diſſipated by the brightneſs and luſtre 
of true and Chriſtian innocence. If 
then thou beeſt a Chriſtian indeed, con- 
tent thy ſelf to be innocent, and know 
thou haſt in a great meaſure confuted 
the ſlander that thou haſt not deſerved, 
and that it is far better to merit a re- 
putation than to enjoy it 3 however let 
no calumny whatever open thy lips in- 
to a reproach, let not the reproach of 
any man animate thee to revile another, 
for do thou remember the armour of 
Saxl will not fit David, that thy enc- 
mies weapons will not become thee 3 
thou muſt go to him if he do not come 
to thee : Would ou know what it is 
that is ſo keen, and pettiſh, and intem- 
perate in you 3 would you know what 
that is that is ſo-impatient of every light 
word, and every ſmall refleftion, of 
every little touch that is made upon the 
tender fleſh ; It is for the moſt part 
the very ſame _— which ſmarts in 
you, thag ſpeaks and reviles in your 
enemy ; Pride. Scorn, Paſſion, Selt-will, 


Self-love, and infigite delire of being 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed and flattercd ; this is a thing fo 
feeling and keen, ſo ſenſible in us, that 
a reciprocation of evil words demon- 
ſtrates' that we have that very corru- 
ption in us, which we revile and re- 
proach in others, and while we do ac- 
cuſe our accuſers, we do alſo condemn 
our ſclves of the very ſame evil that we 
do accuſe them of : A naughty perſon, « 
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with a froward mouth : Our Saviour 
allo tells us, That out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh; there 
is no pride, no ſcorn, no reproach, no 
evil ſpeaking in the mouth, that was 
not vomited thither firſt of all from the 
heart. When we find the ſhaken veſlel 
overflown with foul and muddy wa- 
ters, be ſure there was filth, and mire, 
and mud at the bottom ; when we find 
our ſelves ſet on fire by the flames of 
them that converſe with us, this be- 
wrayes combuſtible matter in our ſclves, 
this ſhews that there is ſomething in us 
fit for the fire to feed uponz and when 
other mens winds excite, and provoke, 
and ſtir up our tempeſtuous paſſion , 
this ſhews that we have matter of tcm- 
peſt in our own bowelsz and we _ 

that 
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that .a man that hath been- ruffled 
and diſcontented by another mans paſ- 
fron, when he hath ſuffered other mens 
ſparksto kindle a flame upon him, when 
he returns upon himſelf, when paſſion 
abates, when the flame cools, the tem- 
vaniſhes and diſappears ; when he 
ins to be calm and return to _—_ 
underſtanding of himſelf, as having diſ- 
covered a foul and corrupt bottom , he 
then begins to bluſh at his own paſſi- 
on, and tobe aſhamed of himſelf. Thus 
to render evil words for evil words, 
ſhews a foul and corrupt bottom. 

4. Render not railing for railing, 
becauſe, this will create great torments 
and diſcontentsto our ſelves: For how- 
ever he ventsand utters his paſhon, and 
may think thereby to give himſelf ſome 
eaſe, yet ſure it 1s, he doth but blow 
his own Coals, he doth but kindle his 
own Sparks, he doth but a t his 
own Flames, which he might check and 


ſmother up if he pleaſed, if he would. 


put ſilence upon himſclf. 

The corruption, the paſſion,the ani- 
moſity of a mans heart 1s like a flami 
furnace , ſtop its mouth ahd it is ſmo- 
thered and choked in its own {moak ; 

grve 
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give it but air, let it bave but a little 
vent , oO —_ and Lan 

ter fury, - wit er than it 
Gd before, gar} wn hes tn 
our own paſhons, ſtopthe mouth of re- 
proach, feal up our 'own lips when we 
are ſtormed and battered by angry 
words, we ſhould remove thoſe tor- 
ments that we ſuffer to enter. upon our 
ſelves when we our mouths upon 
them. But fo it 4s, when we pull out 
the troubled Arrow, while we pull out 
the barbed Dart that hath been ſhot in- 
tous, and ſticksinour fleſh, we wound 
our own wounds over again, and we 
da encreaſe the wound, and rent, and 
tear the fleſh by labouring to pull forth 
thoſe Arrows that have been darted in- 
to us, and ſhoot them back again into 


the fleſh of our enemy. When $bimwe; 2 San 15, 
David,we find ® 


breathed his curſes upon 
indeed that David, as became the Lion 
of the Tribe —_— palſeth by him 
like an angry and a barking Dog, nor 


ng rb gr — nor is 
by the teeth of the reproach- 
ay _—_—_— rr 
animolity, a man of pa Vi- 
olence, was wounded by the Dart that 
was 
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was ſhot at another, and was inflamed 
by thoſe ſparks that fly upon him from 
the enemy. Theſe wounds pam and 
torment him, and this flame and tor- 
ment kindles and inflames his paſſion. 
Then ſaid Abiſhai the Son of Zerviah 
wato the King, Why ſhould this dead 
Dog curſe my Lord the King? Let me 
£0 over, 1 prey thee, and take off biz 
head. He that _— upon a 
reproacher, Jets breathe 
into his own Bowels,. ————_— he is infe&- 
ed by that ſame breath which he drew 
from him that poured out the re- 
proach upon him. He that Wy 
Lich him _ doth revile, 1 
alſo, and ſtirred up to revile aga 
But if in the mean time he ſhuts his 
own mouth, and ſeals up his own li 
he will avoid the venome and poy 
that was poured out upon him. 

5. Render not railing for railing, 
becauſe, as this miniſters ro our own 
greater anguiſh and diſcontent, fo like- 
wiſe doth it ſpread evil abroad through- 
out the world, and it tes and 
{preads a reproach from one p a wt a- 


nother, yea from Age to 0 Age, from 
Generation to anot that "on 
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ters ſparks kindles a flatde, -and he that 
utrers his -oWwn -paſhon in words: lets 


_ Ny th upon the wings of his own 


en 


ce xpoguanry 
Solomon ) turneth away wrath. ' We. 
may ſay of anger x woke of all erit, 
Nome repoted 2x5, NO mar 
i made Man. faddens and ſure it. 
1s, anger for the moſt part.riſeth by de- 

, the firſt. _— 

bo mall and I CODE | 
t | 00016 
ſpark flies after another, rill avlaſt, 
we ſeca greatflame kindted there where 
at firſt there was but — The 


Aral; where wheres ory, 


And Nene tongue is —_ © work of Ju 1 


iniquity s & 6hos 4Wongrour 
Body ,' and ſetterh 0s fire the whole 
courſe of Nature, and tf ſelf ſetrow 
fire of (Hill, What @ ſharp, what a 
deſcription rApotle? 
here do.we find in * Apoltle 2 It 
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dye if not atthis houſe ? 
lye fall to 


SERMON V. 


hates thoſe by whom he is hated, and 
reviles that man by whom he is reviled, 
deprives Chriſtianity of its efficacy, of 
its victorious ſtrength, of that power 
and ſpirit whereby good is deſigned and 
commanded to overcome evil; and 
Chriſtianity is no where kindly recei- 
ved, but where it is received 1n theſe 
degrees, and where it overcometh evil 
with good, and (ilenceth reproach by 
ſpeaking good. But now if Chriſtians 
ſhall fpeak, and think, and do juſt like 
other men, then may I ſay, as our Sa» 
viour faith, What do you more than 0- 
thers ? [snot this to blaſpheme the name 
of Religion ? Isnotthisto reproach our 
Saviour himſelf? Is not this to ſay, He 
ſhed his blood in vain, and that his 
blood, and the Goſpel confirmed by 
that, blood, leaves the World juſt as it 
found at, and makes it no whit the bet- 
ter? I earneſtly wiſh that: every Pro- 
tefſor of Chriſtianity would fo-far give 
credit and reputation to-1t, as to des 
monſtrate this one thing neceſlary, To 
be a Chriſtian is noto be juſthke ano- 
ther Man, no whit a better Man'than he 
"was, and if we donot demonſtrate this, 
certainly we tell: Chriſt himſelf that he 
dicd in vain. .. Think 
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On 1 Peter 3.9. 


Think with your felves how they 
ſhall ſhine in Heaven that have et a lu- 


ſter and nels upon Chriſtianity 
here on 3 And Chriſt will enter 
tain them a the Great Day, that have 
cauſcd their light ſo to {bine before 
men, as that they have glorified their 
Father. which in Heaven. Come thou 
bleſſed of my Father, thou haſt _ 
reproached, and didſt not 
gain 3 thou haſt been reviled, and did 
not revile again ; thou haſt honoured 
the Goſpel on Earth, the Goſpel ſhall 
nn thou haſtborn 
, and thou ſhalt inheriemy 
- bag wn thou haſt carried my Croſs, and 
thou ſhalt wear my Crown; and theſe 
Vertaes ſhall now honour thee in Hea- 
ven, which thou did(t credit and ho» 
nour upon Earth. 
Obje#, May not I ſpeak evil when it 
15 true'? 
Anſw.. 1, This is not always a Te- 
-this is not to revile 1n the ſenſe 
I mean; for, indeed, reproaches are ſcl- 
dome true, 
2. A Man mult never ſpeak evil 
though it be true. 
1. With delight and pleaſure, for ſq 


N73 call , 
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Publican , we do in the mean time 
ws cur fires ws be the Phils 
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tr Ti 
unworthy men; but then, I fay, we 
mult (| ie bammewid nn 


paſſion , not with ani , but with 
reaſon and ſobri And thuswe muſt 


ſpeak, leſt we juſtifie that which we 
condemn, and condemn that which we 
would juſtifie; Leſt we ſhould make 
pur ſelves evil for the vindicating of 
that which is good, and leave the de. 
Rare of toad tpn et jo eee 
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Let wr hear the concluſion of the whole 
walter, Fear God and keep his Com- 
Fw 07 fe this A. whole 

wiy of wan ; | Or as Original 

{3 Fear God and keep ble 

Commandments, for this is the 
whole of man. 


are the words of a great 
King, of that glorious 8ols- 
perioncs Þ a 
are ſo muc 
of'in the Holy Scri and ſo much 
celebrated to this day; He was a man 


found in any thing, 
in any thing here in this world ; and 
he had of Wealth and Riches.to 
enable to doz for we are rold 


he made Silver and Gold at Feruſalev ; c5ycn, 
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as the Sicamores that are in the valliesz 
he gave himſelf to the ſtudy of wiſ- 
dom, and to the reading and writing 
of many Books, for . he. ſpake three 
thouſarld Provetbs, and his Songs were 
one thouſand and five 3 he ſpake of 
trees, from the Cedar that is in Leba- 
non,to the Hyflop that grown the 
wall ; He & pake -alſa of » and 
Fowles, pu of creeping things, as jugen 
read, King. 4+ 32, 33, And as he was 


| Nee kewiſe he 
Aawan of grea et es w 


Was a great manager 0 eſs, he was 
Prince or King of a nymerous People, 
Nc the maſter of a vaſt great Family, 
at, that hjs cy rqvilions were 
He Oxen, , and hundred 
beſides Harts and ME bark, and ted 
Fowle 3 as you may read, 1 King. 4. 
23. Bcſides this, he. was a very great 


builder, and ſpent much time and trea- 


ſure that. way.z he built.an houſe for 
Almighty. God. wherein, thirty” thou- 
men were imployed- at, one time; 
jw may es, King 5,15. He bi 
for himſelf, which was 

Fen years in. finiſhing, / 
1 King, 7. 1. Hg, | 
ple for | hy Wik, FY 
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On Eccleſ. 12, 13. 


Daughter, and that was a fair ane-too, 
as you may ſce, - 1 King. 7.8, 9. 'He 
built alſo t _ of the foreſt of Les 
banon, a al Palace, as you lee 
mn the gy Chapter. Fakhans ——_ as 
be 5 apr wildom, and 

t wealth, a EXPeTience, 10 
Code ladoik _—___ of the cup 
of pleaſure, he made him Gardens and 
Orchards, planting in them all kind of 
Fruit-trees, as you may ſee, Eccle. 2. 5. 
And made Pools of water to water 
and refreſh thoſe trees, Ecclef, 2. 6. He 
got him Men-(ingers and Women-ſin- 
gers, and Muſical Inſtruments of all 
orts, and all the delights of the Sons 
of men, Eccleſ. 2.8. In fine, whatſo- 
ever his eyes deſired he not from 
them, nor did he wit his. heart 
from any joy, Eceleſ. 2. 10. And what 
then, that I may come to the end for 
which I have told;you all this, obſerve 
I ay, that he that my Sena o 
great a People, Maſter of fo a Fa- 
mily, _ {o, great a Dolan 
that ſwam in ſo much pleaſure and con- 
tent, after a \review of all his labours, 
and all the 1njoyments of all the plea- 
lure of this world, he makes this. con- 


cluſion, d mn, 


